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Police question Israeli ministers 

tel AVIV (AFP) Police questioned Israel’s 
finance and justice ministers Tuesday as part of their 
probe mto charges of corruption surrounding the 
recent appointment of the country’s attorney-general, 
officials said, finance Minister Dan Meridor told 
Israel Radio that he had been summoned to police 
headquarteis to describe the Jan. i 0 cabinet meeting 
at which lawyer Rom Bar-On was nominated as attor- 
ney-general. Mr. Meridor reaffirmed that he had 
opposed the appointment on the grounds that Mr Bar- 
On. a senior militant in Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu s Likud Party, was too politically active to 
hold such a sensitive legal post. Police also ques- 
tioned Justice Minister Tsahi Hanegbi, who once 
worked as a paralegal for Mr. Bar-On, at his office 
officials said. 
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Knesset removes ‘racist’ bill 

TELAVTV (AFP) — The Israeli parliament i Knesset i 
on Tuesday barred one of its members from submitting a 
bill stipulating that only Jews can be elected prime min- 
ister, a parliamentary' official said. Likud Party Deputy 
Michael Kleiner said Sunday he intended to propose the 
bill so that only a citizen who fulfills the requirements of 
the ‘law of return'’ and has resided in Israel for at least 
seven years continuously before the country's elections 
could run for prime minister. The “law of return" auto- 
matically grants Israeli citizenship to any Jew who enmes 
to live in Israel.Knesset Speaker Dan Tichon of Likud 
was part of the majority, as were five of his seven assis- 
tants. which decided the bill had the “stench of racism.” a 
criterion which prevents it front being put to a vote. Mr. 
Kleiner’s proposal has aroused strong protests from with- 
in the ruling coalition and the opposition ranks. 
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King hosts iftar 
for municipal staff 

AMMAN (Petra)— 

Deputising for His Majesty 
King Hussein, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid. attended an iftar 
hosted by King Hussein 
in honour of Greater 
Amman Municipality sani- 
tation workers. Addressing 
the audience. Prince Ra’d 
said the King’s initiative 
was in commemoration of 
a tradition followed by the 
late Princess Haya Bint 
Abdullah, the King’s aunt, 
who used to invite all 
municipal workers and 
sanitation workers for an 
iftar during Ramadan in her 
house as a gesture of appre- 
ciation of their role and the 
distinguished services they 
provide. The banquet was 
attended by Prince Min’d 
Ben JRa’d, Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh A1 Abbadi and 
senior municipal officials. 

Sudan envoy 
thanks Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Sudanese Ambassador to 
Jordan Omar Abdul Majid 
on Tuesday expressed 
appreciation of Jordan for 
its support to Sudan in the 
present difficult circum- 
stances. Mr. Abdul Majid 
said the Sudanese leader- 
ship, government and peo- 
ple acknowledge with 
appreciation the support 
Jordan is giving when 
Sudan is engaged in 
repelling “the Ethiopian 
an&Eritrean invasion.” In 
a statement to- Petra, Mr. 
Abdul Majid said the Jor- 
danian position was not 
new, adding that His 
Majesty King Hussein had 
always stood by and sup- 
ported Arab brethren. He 
also thanked the Hashemite 
Charity Organisation for its 
support for Sudan. 

Team formed for 
joint committee talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Tuesday 
approved the formation of 
the Jordanian side to meet- 
ings of the Joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian Committee, 
headed by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. The 
delegation comprises the 
ministers of public works 
and housing, post and com- 
munications, industry and 
trade, awqaf and Islamic 
affairs, education, infor- 
mation, and transport, in 
addition to the governor of 
Central Bank of Jordan. 

A1 Hayat journalist 
barred entry 
to Israel 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Israeli bureau chief of 
the international Arabic 
newspaper A1 Hayat said 
Tuesday she had been 
banned from entering the 
Jewish state for the past 
month. Rouba Husari. 
who also works for the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC), told AFP 
she bad been banned from 
entering Israeli territory for 
‘‘security reasons.” “Since 
December they have 
refused to renew my per- 
mit, simply citing 'security 
reasons,’” said Ms. Husari. 
The head of the Israeli gov- 
ernment’s press office. 
Moshe Vogel, confirmed 
that Ms. Husari’s permit 
had not been renewed, but 
be declined to give an 
explanation. “We are not 
obliged to renew permits 
automatically,” he said, 
adding that the right-wing 
government of Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
has allowed more Palestin- 
ian journalists into the 
country than the previous 
Labour administration. “I 
am certainly prepared to 
look again at her case,” 
said Mr. Vogel. 


70 soldiers are killed in 
Israeli mid-air collision 


Lebanon-bound transport helicopters 
collide in worst air accident in Israel 


SHAAR YSHTJV. Israel 
(Agencies) — Nearly 70 
Israeli soldiers were killed 
Tuesday when two heli- 
copter troop carriers flying 
to Lebanon collided in 
heavy fog over northern 
Israel, a senior army officer 
said. 

‘This terrible accident 
has left almost 70 people 
dead,” said General Ami- 
ram Levine, commander of 
Israeli forces in the north of 
the country. 

President Ezer Weizman, 
a former air force chief, 
said the collision was “the 
worst air accident in Israeli 
military history.” 

After the collision, one of 
the Yasur-type helicopters 
crashed into empty guest 
houses in this communal 
village in the Galilee pan- 
handle and the second fell 
into a cemetery in the near- 
by kibbutz of Daphna, Gen. 


Levine said on Israeli tele- 
vision. 

“This day will be remem- 
bered as one of the most 
tragic in Israel’s history,” 
said David Bar-IU an, policy 
adviser to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“The country is going to 
be plunged into terrible 
mourning tomorrow,” he 
told the Q.S. television net- 
work CNN. 

The Yasur helicopters can 
carry a maximum of about 
37 people and there were 
apparently no survivors 
from either aircraft, offi- 
cials said. 

The helicopters collided 
in bad weather as they were 
carrying troops and ammu- 
nition to the Israeli-occu- 
pied buffer zone in nearby 
South Lebanon where there 
had been heavy exchanges 
of artillery and mortar fire 
with Hizbollah guerrillas 


earlier in the day. an army 
spokesman said. 

A huge explosion lit the 
night sky as the Sikorsky 
helicopters crashed to the 
ground, and the wreckage 
burst into flames that 
spread quickly to nearby 
buildings. 

The helicopters — loaded 
with explosives — were 
heading toward southern 
Lebanon, the army said. 

In 1976, a Yasur crashed 
in the West Bank, killing 54 
soldiers, but after that acci- 
dent the army limited the 
passenger capacity of the 
aircraft 

Mr. Netanyahu expressed 
his condolences “to fami- 
lies of the many victims of 
this terrible catastrophe” 
and announced he was can- 
celling a planned visit to 
Jordan on Wednesday 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel ploughs ahead with plans 
to expand West Bank settlements 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t Agencies) — The Israeli 
government published a 
newspaper advertisement 
on Tuesday offering about 
120 houses for sale in 30 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

A housing ministry 
spokesman said the homes 
were the first of some 3,000 
empty housing units which 
the government decided 
last October to sell to the 
public as part of its policy 
to expand existing settle- 
ments. 

The move came two days 
before Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
was due to hold a summit 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat at the Beit 
Hanoun crossing between 
Israel and Gaza. 

‘This shows that the 
Israeli government is not 
serious about peace,” A1 
Tayyeb Abdul Rahman, 
secretary of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
said of the advertisement. 


“The attempt to nurture 
settlements, by expanding 
them or encouraging set- 
tlers to move in, will not 
make these artificial struc- 
tures remain on Palestinian 
land,” he told Reuters. 

The previous Labour-led 
government, defeated by 
right-wing Likud party 
leader Netanyahu in elec- 
tions last May. had frozen 
the sale. 

“A large number of hous- 
es needed renovation and 
about 120 have now been 
freed up (for sale),” the 
Israeli housing ministry 
spokesman said. 

The ministry also plans 
to sell plots of West Bank 
land to build 4,550 new 
homes for settlers this year, 
the spokesman said. 

The new proposal 
includes building 1,159 
new housing units in the 
religious settlement of 
Emmanuel near Nablus and 
1,122 at Effat, a colony 
south of Bethlehem where 
settlers have been involved 


in numerous confrontations 
in recent months over 
attempted seizures of land 
clainral by Palestinians. 

While awaiting final 
approval for the proposal 
from the defence ministry, 
the housing ministry on 
Tuesday published the full- 
page advertisement in the 
Maariv newspaper. 

The advertisement in 
Maariv was reminiscent of 
settlement campaigns 
launched in the 1980s by 
previous Likud govern- 
ments. 

It listed names and tele- 
phone numbers of 30 settle- 
ments in which the ministry 
said private homes were 
available. 

“You can build on this 
ad,” read the ministry's 
announcement 

The offer concerns the 
last of 3,000 homes built 
prior to a freeze on most 
settlement expansion 
imposed in 1992 by the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Sharif wins landslide comeback 
victory in Pakistani elections 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) 
— Former Premier Nawaz 
Sharif on Tuesday clinched 
a clear parliamentary 
majority in Pakistan’s gen- 
eral election, inflicting a 
h umiliatin g defeat on his 
bitter rival Benazir Bhutto. 

His P akis tan Muslim 
League (PML) won at least 
12S seats in the 217-mem- 
ber National Assembly, 
while Ms. Bhutto’s Pak- 
istan People’s Party (PPP) 
had only secured a dismal 
17 seats as counting contin- 
ued. 

In a dramatic political 
comeback, Mr. Sharif, 48, 
will become the country's 
prime minister for the sec- 
ond time after being ousted 
amid corruption charges in 
1993. 

Ms. Bhutto offered to 
cooperate with Mr. Sharif. 

“Irrespective of my views 
concerning the legitimacy 
of the electoral process, I 
wish Mian Nawaz Sharif 
good luck,” Ms. Bhutto 
said. 

Ms. Bhutto, who was 
ousted from office by pres- 
idential order three months 
ago amid corruption 


charges, claimed the Mon- 
day elections were “fraudu- 
lent" 

She said at a news confer- 
ence late Tuesday that the 
polls had been “engi- 
neered” and rigged through 
“massive alterations” in 
voters lists and other tactics 
that would make the results 
unacceptable. 

She did not elaborate but 
said she wanted a “breath- 
ing chance” for parliamen- 
tary democracy to work in a 
country beset by frequent 
dissolutions of assemblies. 

A team of Einopean 
Union observers said they 
found no evidence of wide- 
spread fraud. 

The result "expressed the 
wishes of the Pakistani 
electorate and the process 
of voting was transparent in 
spite of some shortcom- 
ings,” the observers said in 
a statement. 

Political observers had 
predicted a Sharif win but 
were surprised by the scale 
of his victory which saw 
Ms. Bhutto’s party plunge 
to its worst defeat. 

The party of Imran Khan, 
a star on the cricket field. 


won no seats in the elec- 
tions. 

“We had hoped we could 
pull off a few seats, but we 
are a young party and we 
knew it was a long shot," 
said Nasim Zebra, Mr. 
Khan's spokeswoman. 

Mr. Khan’s inexperience 
— he admitted during cam- 
paigning that he’d never 
even voted — made him 
the underdog against politi- 
cians who had spent years 
cultivating followings. 

Ms. Zehra said the set- 
back dealt Ms. Bhutto's 
party gave Mr. Khan a 
stronger chance in future 
polls. 

“The way the People’s 
Party has been voted out, 
there is room for another 
national party in Pakistan. 
Inshallah we will be that 
party in time,” Ms. Zehra 
said. 

Mr. Khan, who captained 
Pakistan’s team to World 
Cup cricket fame four years 
ago, had tried to focus his 
campaign on corruption 
scandals swirling around 
both Ms. Bhutto and Ml 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu 
postpones 
visit to 
Jordan 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has postponed 
a visit to Jordan today fol- 
lowing the collision of two 
Israeli helicopters that 
killed dozens, a spokesman 
for the Israeli ^embassy 
said. 

“Prime Minister 

Netanyahu called His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
inform him of the collision 
and that he was forced to 
postpone the visit.” 
spokesman Shalom 
Tourgeman told the Jordan 
Times. * 

“No new date was set” 
for the visit, said the 
spokesman.. 

Mr. Netanyahu was to 
arrive today afternoon for 
talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti for 
the first time since Israel 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) signed 
the Hebron agreement last 
month. 

King Hussein played a 
key role in narrowing 
Israeli-Palestinian differ- 
ences through a compro- 
mise over the timetable of 
implementation of further 
moves in their 1993 auton- 
omy agreement 

Tlte King’s talks with the 
Israeli prime minister were 
to focus on the status of the 
Middle East peace process 
and bilateral issues related 
to the October 1994 Jor- 
danian-Israeli peace treaty. 

“Jordan is keen to leant 
from Mr. Netanyahu his 
perceptions of further 
moves to be undertaken 
with the Palestinians and to 
impress upon him the 
importance of not. only 
respecting the agreements 
bur also sticking to the 
schedules as stipulated in 
the accords ” said an offi- 
cial source earlier. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. 
Netanyahu met with advis- 
ers to prepare for the visit 
and was quoted as saying 
he was looking forward to 
his meetings with the Jor- 
danian leaders. 

“We will discuss a num- 
ber of steps that will 
improve trade and cross- 
ings between the two coun- 
tries. and I think we can 
advance the joint econom- 
ic projects between Israel 
and Jordan,” Mr. 
Netanyahu was quoted as 
saying. 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking 
to reporters on his way 
back to Israel from Rome, 
said his contry has *'a 
warm peace with Jordan. I 
want it to be even 
warmer.” 

Mr, Netanyahu’s visit, as 
and when it takes place, 
will be his second to Jor- 
dan after assuming office 
in J line and comes ahead of 
White House talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
in the second week of Feb- 
ruary. Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat is scheduled 
for talks with Mr. Clinton 
in early March, to be fol- 
lowed by Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak on 
March 10 and King Hus- 
sein on March 18. 


A 




0 


SADDAM AND WIFE VISIT UDAY: President Saddam Hussein and his wife Saji- 
da — claimed by a U.S. military official and Iraqi dissidents to be under house arrest 
— visit their son Uday in the Ben Sina Hospital in Baghdad on Tuesday. Udjy, who 
was shot and wounded in an attack on Dec. 12, is sitting in a wheel-chair, the first time 
he has been shown out of his hospital bed (Iraqi News Agency photo carried by 
Reuters) 

Crown Prince renews proposal for 
international Zakat foundation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Tuesday 
renewed his coll for the 
establishment of an 
international Zakat (alms) 
and support foundation 
which can play a major role 
in addressing social and eco- 
nomic problems in Muslim 
countries. 

In a speech he presented to 
a ceremony held at King 
Abdullah Mosque in obser- 
vance ef*vfcaylai A1 Qadr," 
the night on which the Holy 
Koran was revealed to 
Prophet Mohammad. Prince 
Hassan stressed that the 
institutionalised activation of 
Zakat, the third pillar of 
Islam, could play a major 
role in redressing the prob- 
lems of poverty and unem- 
ployment in Muslim coun- 
tries and contribute to the 
economic development 
process. 

The foundation which 
would operate independently 


from political influences, 
could play a major role along 
with other international non- 
governmental organisations 
in alleviating poverty and 
treating other social ills. 

The Prince also empha- 
sised the role Zakat can have 
in addressing economic dis- 
parities among members of 
society as well as Muslim 
countries. 

“As we approach a new 
century, (the world) has start- 
ed a process of reassessment 
aimed at finding a way out of 
problems it has faced. It is 
our right to participate with 
others in this reassessment 
and to seek solutions that can 
help us build our societies 
and achieve progress from 
our religions and reali- 

ty," Prince Hassan said. The 
Crown Prince said the Mus- 
lim world is facing an 
immense problem of poverty 
which should prompt Mus- 
lims to investigate die solu- 
tions that their religion offers 


to dealing with it 

Noting lhai the population 
of Muslim countries consti- 
tutes one filth of the world 
population, the Crown Prince 
pointed out that the national 
annual incomes of these 
countries do no exceed 4.3 
per cent of the world annual 
income, while there are large 
disparities between the aver- 
age income among members 
of individual societies as 
well as among Muslim 
states. 

Accordingly, said Prince 
Hassan, it is essential that 
development processes in 
Muslim countries proceed on 
the parallel paths of increas- 
ing production and pragmati- 
cally addressing the distribu- 
tion of wealth with the aim of 
securing dignified lives for 
people. The Crown Prince 
said that Zakat. which is a 
form of worship and not a tax 
levied by states, can cffcc- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti pledges to carry out King's 
directives on shrines in Jerusalem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on Tuesday sent a cable to 
His Majesty King Hussein pledging the 
government’s compliance with Royal 
directives concerning the maintenance of 
the A1 Aqsa Mosque and the protection of 
the Holy City’s Islamic and Arab identity. 

“The government will pursue the imple- 
mentation of the Royal directives passed on 
to it during Your Majesty's recent visit to 
the Prime Ministry, and will give due atten- 
tion to the upkeep of the mosque's court- 
yards. and the adjoining utilities and gar- 
dens in addition to the prayer area, “ the 
cable said. 


It said the government will make 
arrangements also for ensuring lighting at 
the holy shrine and the installation of a 
public address system as well as the wall- 
to-wall carpeting of the shrine's floors. 

The King had instructed the government 
to follow these procedures and said he 
would pay the costs involved. 

He earlier paid for new carpets bought 
from Turkey to be spread on the floor of the 
mosque. King Hussein in the past few years 
paid S8 million for refurbishing and restor- 
ing the adjacent Dome of the Rock 
Mosque. 


Jordanian prisoners in Kuwait treated 
well, Omani and Qatari envoys report 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians 
held in a Kuwaiti prison 
told a visiting team of 
Oman and Qatari ambas- 
sadors that they are being 
treated well following an 
incident in which prisoners 
clashed with police and 
some of them were injured, 
an official source said 
Tuesday. 

The prison visit came 
upon a specific Jordanian 
request prompted by 
reports of Kuwaiti mistreat- 
ment of Jordanian prisoners 
and that a 100-strong 
Kuwaiti special force team 
stormed the Salbiva jail and 
beat up Jordanian prison- 
ers. 

According to the official 
source, who did not want to 
be identified, the Omani 
and Qatari ambassadors 
visited the prison on Mon- 
day and met with 35 Jor- 


danian prisoners. 

“The Jordanians told the 
ambassadors that they were 
treated well and received 
good food,” the sources 
quoted a report sent to Jor- 
dan by the Omani and 
Qatari authorities. 

AccoMing to the report, 
an incident did take place 
last month when some pris- 
oners were wounded, but it 
was not sparked by any 
political motive against Jor- 
danians who are serving 
term after being convicted 
of “collaborating” with 
Iraq during its "1990-91 
occupation of Kuwait. 

“There was a change in 
the prison administration 
and the new administration 
wanted to inspect the pris- 
oners and cells, but the Jor- 
danian prisoners objected 
to the inspection and hence 
the violent incident,” 
according to the source. 

The source did not say 
whether any Jordanian was 


wounded in the "incident" 
or how many remained hos- 
pitalised. But, said the 
sources, "at least now we 
know that the reported vio- 
lence in the prison did not 
target Jordanians because 
of their nationality.” 

“The government will 
keep close monitoring of 
the situation, just as it does 
with all Jordanians detained 
abroad,” added the source. 

According to reports and 
independent sources, at 
least 20 Jordanians were 
injured in the violence, and 
at least three of them 
remained in hospital over 
the weekend. 

Earlier reports in the 
Kuwaiti press as well us a 
statement issued by the 
Kuwaiti Red Cressent said 
that the prison authorities 
wanted to search cells in an 
effort to check what was 
said to be a mounting drug 

(Continued on page 7) 
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U.N. to ask Libya, Ghana 
to explain air ban breach 



UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) — A 
U.N. Sanctions Committee decided on 
Monday lo ask Libya and Ghana for 
explanations of recent flights by a Libyan 
aircraft from Tripoli to Accra and back in 
apparent violation of a U.N. air ban. the 
committee's acting chairman said. 

Libya has been subject to mandatory 
U.N. sanctions since 1992. including a 
ban on all international flights, for failing 
to extradite two men wanted bv Britain 
and the United Stares for the 1988 mid-air 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, which killed 270 
people. 

Libya sent a letter to the Security Coun- 
cil last month saying it no longer’ consid- 
ered itself bound by’the air embargo after 
giving permission for an American-pilot- 
ed balloon to overtly its territory. 

A Libyan airliner then flew an official 
delegation to Accra Jan. 21 and returned 
lo Tripoli. 

The Security Council issued a statement 
at a formal meeting last Wednesday not- 
ing the Libyan letter “with concern,” call- 
ing the flights apparent violations of sanc- 
tions and referring the matter to the coun- 
cil committee which monitors the sanc- 
tions. 

The council also noted the sanctions did 
not prohibit over flights of Libyan territo- 
ry. thus rejecting Libya's claim that 
allowing balloonist Steve Fossett to pass 
over Libva in the course of an unsuccess- 


ful around- the- world attempt meant the 
sanctions no longer applied. 

Sanctions Committee Vice-Chairman 
Park Soo-Gil of South Korea, who 
chaired Monday's closedTtdoor meeting, 
told reporters he had been asked to send 
letters to the U.N. representatives of 
Libya and Ghana requesting information 
about the flights. 

He said the letters would be dispatched 
if no committee members raised any 
objections to the wording by a noon est 
( 1 700 GMT) Wednesday deadline. 

A committee source said the letter to 
Libya would note that international 
flights by Libyan-registered aircraft 
required committee approval. Since none 
was sought, the flights from Tripoli to 
Accra and back appeared to be a violation 
of sanctions and Libya would be asked for 
an early explanation. 

The source said Ghana, which had 
already provided some information about 
the flight from Tripoli to Accra, would be 
asked about the return flight, which was 
also an apparent violation of sanctions. 

The U.S. is reportedly considering tight- 
ening the sanctions to include a ban on 
Libyan oil exports, but European coun- 
tries, which buy Libyan oil. are strongly 
opposed to the move, diplomats said. 

Libya has said it is ready to send the two 
bombing suspects for trial in Scotland or 
at the Hague, but the offer has been reject- 
ed by the U.S. and Britain. 


Israel and Syria were near 
peace deal in 1996 — Peres 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
and Syria agreed in early 
1996 to finalise a peace 
treaty by the end of the 
year' but the arrangement 
fell through because Dam- 
ascus would not agree to a 
summit to seal the deal, 
former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres said on 
Tuesday. 

“The Syrians proposed 
wrapping up the negotia- 
tions in 1996 and I agreed 
to conclude by then.” Mr. 
Peres , who now leads the 
opposition as head of the 
Labour Party, said in an 
" ■ interview on Israel radio. ' 
-.““'But giVdfl "that 1- major' 
problems like security 
arrangements and water 
remained to be resolved, I 
said the negotiations need- 
ed to be led at the level of 
Israel's prime minister and 
the Syrian president,” he 
said. 

Syrian leader Hafez Al 
Assad gave his agreement 
in principle to summit 
level talks, but refused to 
set a date. “Without a spe- 
cific date nor the summit), 
there \vj ; s reason lo pur- 
sue our negotiations." he 
saiii 

.V: Peri", a 0,1 clarified 
: lie r’ic. i.-iis Labour go* - 
eir.! item's position favour- 
ing the principle of an 
Israeli withdrawal from 
tiie occupied Golan 
Heights as part of a peace 
agreement w ith Syria. 
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were suspended a year 
ago. 

“We gave uo geographi- 
cal indications about the 
depth of our withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights,” 
he said. Israel occupied 
the strategic plateau in 
1967 and “annexed” it in 
1981. Syria has made the 
return of the area its main 
condition for peace. 

Mr. Peres rejected sug- 
gestions his government 
had missed a "chance for 
peace with Syria. “Since 
Assad refused, a (summit) 
meeting, there was no rea- 
son to Consider 1996 as a 
deadline.'’ 1 

The Labour leader was 
responding to an article 

f iublished Tuesday in the 
sraeli newspaper Yediot 
Aharonot which said a 
peace agreement with 
Syria could have been 
signed in October 1996. 

The newspaper said that 
when U.S. -brokered peace 
talks were suspended in 
February 1996, the two 
sides had reached agree- 
ment on security arrange- 
ments to accompany a 
Golan withdrawal and on 
the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations. 

The agreement foresaw 
"generous territorial con- 
cessions’' by Israel on the 
Golan Heights, it said. 

Since right-wing leader 
Benvamin Netanyahu beat 
Mr. Peres to become 
Israel's prime minister in 
May. efforts to resume 
peace talks with Syria 


have stalemated over 
Netanyahu's refusal to 
commit himself in princi- 
ple to a withdrawal from 
the Golan. 

Yediot Aharonot report- 
ed that one of Mr. 
Netanyahu's closest advis- 
ers, Yitzhak Molkho, was 
currently in the United 
States seeking contacts 
which could lead to a 
resumption of peace nego- 
tiations with Damascus. 

The European Union 
Middle East specialist, 
Miguel Angel Moratinos, 
who' J ha's been sbrfittling. 
between Israel andSyria.' 1 
was due to meet later 
Tuesday with Foreign 
Minister David Levy. 

Mr. Moratinos met Mon- 
day night with Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai. whom Mr. 
Netanyahu has appointed 
to lead eventual security 
negotiations with Syria. 

At their meeting, Mr. 
Moratinos told Mr. 
Mordechai that Syria 
wanted to reopen peace 
talks but wanted further 
clarification of recent 
statements by Mr. Levy 
that Israel accepted U.N. 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242. 

Syria believes resolution 
242 requires Israel to hand 
over occupied Arab land in 
rerum for peace while 
Israel says this does not 
apply to the Golan. 
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A Turkish soldier stands guard near the tanks and armoured vehicles paraded 
through the main street of Sin can, a district near capital Ankara, on Tuesday. 
The parade was called by an army spokesman a routine training mission but 
came two days after the Islamist Welfare (Refah) Party held a day of anti-Israeli 
protests at the weekend in Sincan (Reuters photo) 

Iranian envoy rejects Turkish 
protests against his comments 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — The Iranian 
ambassador to Turkey, whose backing for 
the introduction of Islamic law in Iran’s 
secular neighbour sparked a storm of 
protest, claimed on Tuesday that he had 
been "misquoted and misinterpreted." 

The official Iranian news agency IRNA 
quoted envoy Mohammad Reza Bagheri as 
telling Turkish officials on Monday that he 
had been “deliberately misquoted and mis- 
interpreted by a number of the print media 
(in Turkey).” 

Mr. Bagheri was summoned by the Turk- 
ish Foreign Ministry Monday to receive an 
official protest over his remarks. Foreign 
Ministry Under-Secretary Ali Tuygan told 
the ambassador that Turkey found his state- 
ments unacceptable. 

Mr. Bagheri on Friday told a gathering 
organised by the Islamist mayor of an 
Ankara suburb that "victory will come to 
Islam across the world." 

Supporters of Islamic law, “should not be 
afraid of being called fundamentalist by- 
others." he added. 

The protests oh Friday marked Jerusalem 
•Day, ■ declared- an annual day -of -protest 
against Israel by late Iranian leader Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Secularism is one of the key tenets of the 
modem Turkish state and the envoy’s 
remarks kicked up a storm of protest from 
secularist groups, which have been on the 
alert for any sign of “Islamisation” since 
Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan’s Wel- 
fare Party won elections last year to lead a 
coalition government. 

The leader of the nationalist opposition 
Democratic Left Party, Bulent Ecevit, 
called Monday for the Iranian diplomat to 
be expelled. 

IRNA quoted Mr. Bagheri as telling Turk- 
ish officials that he objected to the protest 
and expected the same treatment as the 
Israeli ambassador in Turkey. 

“The Iranian ambassador objected to the 
protest on the grounds of the equal treat- 
ment principle in international law that 
gave him the same liberties as the Zionist 
ambassador who. he said, had frequently 
voiced hostile remarks about Iran without 
having been once protested by the Turkish 
foreign ministry.” IRNA said. 

“He said that for more than seven years 
he had endeavoured 


to bring Iran and Turkey closer together 
in a spirit of amicable relations, but that 
certain elements in Turkey who hated to see 
healthy relations between the two neigh- 
bouring countries were simply trying to 
torpedo his efforts.” IRNA added. 

Legal officials in Ankara said Turkish 
prosecutors had also opened an investiga- 
tion into the Jerusalem day protests in the 
Ankara municipality of Sincan. 

The event, broadcast on Turkish televi- 
sion news programmes, has upset Turkey’s 
secularist elite. A speech by Sincan’s wel- 
fare mayor has been criticised in the media 
as a call for the implementation of Islamic 
law. 

The mayor and die Iranian ambassador 
spoke on a stage draped with banners of 
Fathi Sheqaqi, the assassinated leader of 
the Palestinian Islamic Jihad Group, and 
Imam Musa Sadr, an influential cleric ven- 
erated by Lebanese Shi’ites. Imam Sadr 
disappeared while on a trip to Libya in the 
late 1970s. 
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The Turkish’ army meanwhile, staged 'a' 
show of force in Sincan. witnesses said. 

Some 20 tanks, together with 15 
armoured personnel carriers and scores of 
military trucks, drove through the capital’s 
Sincan suburb where the rally took place 
last Friday. It is the same suburb where a 
television reporter was beaten up by an 
Islamic fundamentalist mob Monday. 

Military officials told the Anatolia news 
agency that a “deployment manoeuvre” 
was being conducted, but political analysts 
saw it more as a show of force against 
extremists. 

“This is a clear message for the religious 
extremists by the secular military which 
says, ‘we are here'." a leading political ana- 
lyst close to the military told AFP. 

“The Turkish army does not forget that it 
is the protector of Turkey's secular 
regime,” the analyst said. 

There were no immediate comments by 
Mr. Erbakan or any other government offi- 
cials on Tuesday's move by the influential 
military, which has staged three coups in 
Turkey’srecent history, in 1960. 1971 and 
1980. on the pretexL of protecting the state 
from destruction. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iranian defector given 10-year jail term 

TEHRAN (AP) — A defector who accused the Islamic 
government of masterminding a 1994 bomb attack on a 
Buenos Aires Jewish centre has been tried in absentia and 
given a 10-year prison term, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said Tuesday. The agency said 
Manouchehr Motamar was given the jail term for trying 
to implicate Iran in the deadly blast that killed 95 people, 
and for forging documents to back up his claims. It did 
not say when the sentence had been passed. Following 
the blast, Motamar, who had earlier been granted asylum 
in Venezuela, said he had been a government official in 
Iran and had knowledge of its involvement in the attack. 
Motamar 's charges caused an international uproar and 
wrecked Iran's ties with Argentina- Iran claimed Mota- 
mar was a con man and a Central Intelligent: Agency 
fCIA) agent who was mentally unstable. It said he had 
been a shopkeeper in Iran. Buenos Aires later apologised 
to Iran, saying it had found no evidence to back Mota- 
mar's claims. Iran’s ties with Venezuela also cooled in 
August 1994, after Caracas charged that armed Iranian 
diplomats had tried to kidnap Motamar and his family. 
Iran denied the accusation, saying Motamar had fabricat- 
ed the story. Last March, Iran and Venezuela agreed to 
improve ties strained over the Motamar affair. 

Somali faction leaders expected in Cairo 

CAIRO (AFP) — Leaders of rival Somali factions are 
expected here for talks with Egyptian officials aimed at 
normalising the situation in war-tom Somalia, a 
spokesman for the Somali National Salvation Council 
said Tuesday. “A council delegation will arive in the near 
future in Cairo to hold talks with Egyptian officials on 
reconciliation in Somalia,” Awad Ishra told the Egyptian 
news agency MENA from the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa. On Jan. 3, a conference of 26 Somali clan fac- 
tions agreed to set up a National Salvation Council aimed 
at paving the way for a transitional government to end 
years of bloodshed and violence. Mr. Ishra did not say 
when the delegation would arrive, but he said council 
members appreciated efforts being undertaken by Egypt 
to heal the rifts caused by five years of civil war in Soma- 
lia. Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa announced last 
week that he had invited the Somali clans to meet in 
Cairo. Somalia has been without a government since the 
fall of dictator Mohammad Siad Barre in Jan. 1991. 

Cypriots held for attempt to rob storekeeper j 

MANILA (AFP) — Two Cypriot women have been 
arrested after they allegedly tried to rob a suburban Mani- 
la storekeeper using hypnosis. Philippine police said 
Tuesday. Police said Lim an Erkan. 40, and Shibuk 
Gozim, 48 of Nicosia. Cyprus entered the store in the 
eastern suburb of Pasig late Monday, posing as cus- 
tomers. Storekeeper Madonna Franco told police that she 
had lost her composure for a few minutes after the two 
began staring directly into her eyes and asking her to turn 
over some money. However. Franco said she managed to 
snap out of the hypnosis and called the police. The two 
aR^^.hypnofctsiiave’^e^charged wit| sjvindlin^ 
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Israel, Befarus police forces to cooperate 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy and Belarusian Interior Minister Valyantsin 
Agelets signed a deal Tuesday for their police forces to 
cooperate against organised crime, terror and drug 
smuggling. Police from the two countries will exchange ; 
“knowledge and information” as pan of a “major coop- 
eration” between them, Mr. Levy said in a signing cere- 
mony with the Belarusian minister. Mr. Agelets arrived in 
Israel Sunday for a five-day visit ro complete the agree- 
ment at the invitation of Israeli Internal Security Minis- 
ter Avigdor KahaJani. Israel and Belarus established 
diplomatic relations in May 1 99 1 after the breakup of the 
former Soviet Union. 

Drunk pays extra duty for airline tipple 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti court fined an airline pas- 
senger for arriving drunk after dismissing pleas from his 
lawyer that the offence of drinking alcohol was commit- 
ted abroad, the Arab Times newspaper reported on Tues- 
day. The court of misdemeanours waived a sentence of a 
month in prison but imposed a 50 dinar ($165) fine on the 
unnamed defendant His lawyer said the offence was 
committed in Dubai, rather than Kuwait. 
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1 the Land of Islam 

! 23:00 Cobra 

i 23:51) Mini Series 

: — “Touch and Die" 

: 01:05 Ramadan Talks 
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i PRAYER TIMES 

J 05:04, Fajr 

! 06:23 i Sunrise iDuha 
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: 14:50 ‘Asr 

17:16 Maghreb 
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CHURCHES 

. St Man 1 of Nazareth 
1 Church Sweifieh. Tel. SI 0740 
( Assemblies of God Church 

| Tel. 632785. 

i Sl Joseph Church Tel. 6:4590 


Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. O37440. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
.Amman International 
Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nozarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190, 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Cold weather conditions will 
prevail with a chance for rain- 
fall at intervals and winds 
northwesterly active. Snow is 
expected to fall an hilly areas 
that are over 1.000 metres 
above sea level. In Aqaba, 
skies will be partly cloudy 
with a chance for scattered 
showers, winds norherly mod- 


erate. and seas calm. 

Amman 01/07 

Aqaba - 08/16 

Deserts 01/09 

Jordan Valley 07/15 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 07, Aqaba 17 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman S4 per 
cent, Aqaba 40 percent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Nidal Al Ass'ad 851673 

Dr. Issam AJ Astnar S905D4 

Dr. Osana Al Husseini 847289 

Dr. Khaldoim Kloub ....816715 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al .Vs cm a pharmacy .637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najtb pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baker .276852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Staheen — 995370 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Eire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints- 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis - 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IxUL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 


Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 6661 26/37 

Al-AhlL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Aj-Moh^jreen777101/3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka S9161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..365199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Dm Sins Hospital(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(091990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08 :35 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
09:15 Lamaca. Damascus (RJ) 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto, MontreaHRJl 

16:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 ..Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

38:10 Rome tRTi 

18:10 Rome (RJ) 

18:35 ..Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

18:55 ...Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

23:10 — Beirut (RJ ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore, Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12 :35 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

12:40 Abu Dhabi 

(GF) 


13:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

151,15 Algiers (AH) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21 KM) ....Paris. Damascus (AF) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 .Lamaca (CY) 

22:45 -Athens, Beirut 

(OA) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 -Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Rome (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

11:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

!*30 Colombo (RJ) 

19: ^ 5 Beirut (RJ) 

20:00 Bombay (RJ) 

;?J :05 Riyadh tRJ) 

-Oao Cairo (RJ) 

20:30 —New Delhi (RJj 

21:00 Calcutta, Bangkok(Rj) 

21:15 Dhabi. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

02:00 Dhahnrn (add) (RJ) 

03:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

!£:£ Beirut (me) 

Cairo (MS) 

U:0° ..Hudaidah, Sanaa (IY) 

J 2:0 ° Jeddah (SV) 

13:30 ..Bahrain, Abu Dhabi(GF) 


13:50 Beirut, Abu Dhabi, 

Karachi (PK; 

14; 30 Tunis (TU) 

15; 50 Vienna (OS) 

10: 30 Shariqah (AH) 

22:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:10 Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 ..Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Marka (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 

MARKET PRrrfi g 

Upper/lower price in Jils per kg. 

700/500 

Banana (imported) 3)50/750 

Cabbage _.7Q/40 

^ arn ? t - 180/140 

Cauliflower. J150/150 1 

Cucumber flaqre) .280/150 1 

Cucumber (small) 440/250: 

Eggplant. 150/100 

Fava beans 780/500 

1150/950 

Grape fruit 170/100 

if m ..400/250 

Marrow (large) 200/120 

Marrow (small) J30/2OO 

Onion (green) 180/120 

180/120 

570/450 

Peas 850/700 

Pepper (hot) .. _J*80/150 

Pepper (sweet) .400/220 

J 0010 - .......280/180 

™sh iofl /60 

Spinach .200/150 

Strin g beans_ _ 640/400 

Tomato.. 160/100 
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||ueen attends performance of 
traditional Arabic music 


‘Kabariti government marks 


AMMAN (J.T) — The 

National Music Conserva- 
tory Tuesday concluded its 
Raipadan programme with 
an 'evening of traditional 
Arabic music, Andalusian 
Muwashahat and Nabawi 
praises performed by the 
renowned Tunisian singer 
Lufti Bushnaq and his 
ensemble at the Inter.Conti- 
nentaJ Hotel. 


According to a Royal 
Court statement, the fund- 
raising performance, fol- 
lowed by a suhur, was 
attended by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and members 
of the Royal family. 

Lutfi Bushnaq’s “Saraje- 
vo," which was broadcast 
during Jordan Television's 
telethon to aid the people of 

Bosnia-Heizegovina. won 


the hearts of the Jordanian 
public; while his song 
“Lamoni Elli Gharo Minni" 
is currently at the top of the 
Arab song chart 
His popular rendition of 
the famous Nabawi praise 
“Banat Su'adT by the Arab 
poet Ka’b Bin Zuheir is a 
favourite throughout the 
Arab World. 


Crown Prince lauds armed forces 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan 
praised the Jordanian 
Armed Forces’ contribu- 
tions to the Kingdom’s 
development, affirming that 
engineering units and work- 
shops have excelled in man- 
aging available resources 
for defence. 

He also lauded the 
upgrade of various mili tary 
and other equipment, 
through the employment of 
modem technology. 


Addressing a group of 
senior army and air force 
officers at the Royal Jordan- 
ian Air Force Headquarters 
Monday, the Crown Prince 
also paid tribute to the 
armed forces for their effec- 
tive participation in UN 
peace-keeping endeavours 
world-wide. 

He said that joint military 
exercises, which the Jordan- 
ian Armed Forces has been 
conducting with friendly 
nations, provided them with 


experience and expertise. 

He urged army comman- 
ders to concentrate their 
efforts on further develop- 
ing human resources and 
military equipment and to 
contribute towards the 
development of civil insti- 
tutions. 

Present ar the meeting 
was the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff of the 
Jordan Armed Forces Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Marie 
Kaabneh. 


Charity campaign raises JD 209,000 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total 
of JD 209, 000 has been 
collected since the begin- 
ning of the Ramadan Char- 
ity Campaign this month 
and duly distributed to 
3.000 needy families living 
in villages and refugee 
camps, according to a 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development starement 
(QAF) Tuesday. 

The television pro- 
gramme “Telethon", organ- 
ised by the QAF through 
Jordan Television last Fri- 
day, was responsible for the 
majority of the donations. 

The statement said that 
the campaign is conducted 
annually by the QAF with 
the aid of students from 
community colleges and 


other schools and that since 
1991 it has succeeded in 
raising JD 1.971 million 
benefiting 31,211 indigent 
persons and needy groups. 

The annual campaigns of 
the QAF are supervised by 
HRH Princess Basina who 
has been touring the King- 
dom to encourage the pub- 
lic to contribute to the fund 
and participate in the distri- 
bution of financial and in- 
kind aid to the poor includ- 
ing food, clothes, medicine, 
medical equipment and 
wheelchairs, the statement 
said. 

The various centres of the 
QAF have been involved in 
fund raising and distribut- 
ing donations and contribu- 
tions have helped heads of 


needy families to initiate 
income-generating projects 
providing farming equip- 
ment, sewing machines and 
school bags for students. 

Upon the inception of the 
campaign. Princes Basina 
created a higher committee 
to help with the fund-rais- 
ing process and to distrib- 
ute donations. 

The committee will pur- 
sue its year- round- work, to 
collect financial donations 
and in-kind assistance, the 
statement said 

The QAF stated that the 
annual campaigns are 
designed to strengthen soli- 
darity among Jordanians as 
well as to reduce rates of 
unemployment and poverty 
in the Kingdom. 



in the Islamic World 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Last night the 
Islamic world marked 
Leilat A1 Qadr — a night of 
fate and destiny — the 
night the Koran was 
revealed to the Prophet 
Mobammad. 

In centuries past, most of 
the caliphs travelled to 
Medina to observe the holy 
night at the Prophet's 
Mosque. 

In Istanbul's famous 
Hagia Sophia Mosque, 
worshippers gather on 
Leilat AI Qadr to read 
Koran and listen to ser- 
mons. In the open court- 
yard of the mosque, bazaars 
abound to the delight of 
those shopping for the com- 
ing Hid Al Fitr celebrations. 

Ln Sura 97 of the Koran, 
Leilat AI Qadr is described 


as a night "which is better 
than a thousand months, in 
which the angels descend to 
earth with God Almighty’s 
permission, peaceful the 
night is until dawn.” 

Hassan Ma’amoune, a 
Professor of Islam in Cairo, 
points out that Sura 97 has 
brought forth different 
interpretations, and some 
even resulted in disputes. 

There are those who 
believe that the entire 
Koran was revealed to the 
Prophet Mohammed on 
Leilat Al Qadr. Others 
believe that God himself 
began to reveal the Koran 
thar night, the turning point 
between darkness and igno- 
rance. 

The Prophet was cited as 
saying that Leilat Al Qadr 
falls on one of the last 10 
nights of Ramadan. It has 
historically been marked 


between the 26th and the 
27th day of the holy month 
of fasting. 

Director of Al Harem AI 
Sharif Rafik Khatib told the 
Jordan Tunes that prayers 
begin after midnight and 
last until dawn, as the 
Koran describes (Leilat Al 
Qadr) as "safe until the 
sunrise." 

Mr. Khatib said that 
Leilat Al Qadr could be one 
of the odd numbered nights 
in the last ten days of 
Ramadan. 

The mosques in Jordan 
begin the night with the 
prayers of ‘Isha followed 
by those of the Tarawih and 
Koran reading and praising 
the Prophet and after mid- 
night, the Al Qadr prayer 
takes place, Mr. Khatib told 
the Jordan Times. 
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successful first year in office ’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the first 
anniversary of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti ’s assump- 
tion of office, his government* has 
achieved tangible progress on 
national, pan-Arab, regional and 
international levels, Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said Wednesday. 

Ln a report dispatched yesterday, 
the agency listed achievements 
effected by the government, 
notably on the domestic front. 

In the economic sphere, the 
report said, the Kabariti govern- 
ment has made major strides in the 
past 12 months In dealing with 
financial and administrative cor- 
ruption, tax evasion, bribery and 
other problems and is also in the 
process of reorganising the civil 
service commission system and 
reforming public administration. 

Petra stated that the government 
has been providing assistance to 
indigent groups and has recently 
established a social security net to 
help those in need. 

Steps have been taken towards 
developing the official information 
system through a reorganisation of 
radio and television services under 
the auspices of public and private 
sectors, Petra said, affirming that 
procedures are underway to trans- 
form the state-controlled Jordan 
News Agency into an independent 
entity operating on commercial 
basis. 

The government has also intro- 
duced a new draft law regarding the 
Jordan Press Association and 
efforts have been made to stimulate 
cultural activities in different gov- 
emorates, the statement said. 

In more detailed developments 
regarding the cultural field, the 
government has established depart- 
ments of culture in Aqaba. Madaba 
and Ajloua and has completed the 
first stage of the museum of politi- 
cal life at the former House of Par- 
liament as well as opening cultural 
centres in Irbid, Ma’an, Tafileh and 
Karak, Petra reported. 

The government also enacted a 
draft artists law. 

Petra referred to official efforts to 
develop the Jordan Rift Valley in 
cooperation with ihe^Uoited States 
and Israel through joint projects ■in- 
water,' transport agriculture, and 
free-trade zones. 

In the fields of science and tech- 


nology. the government supported 
1 1 projects covering natural 
resources as well as developing 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) lab- 
oratories, the agency affirmed. 

In the agricultural sphere, the 
Kabariti government endorsed the 
Agricultural Policy Document last 
June as well as a wide-scale reform 
programme to be conducted in con- 
junction with the private sector. As 
stipulated by this document, the 
Jordan Agricultural, Marketing and 
Processing Factory has been turned 
over to the private sector. 

The government developed a 
centre for promoting agricultural 
extension and veterinary services, 
also entrusted with agricultural 
training programmes and employ- 
ing modem technology to increase 
production, according to Petra. 

It offered higher prices to local 
fanners for their products than did 
the international market and sup- 
ported agricultural industries. In 
this vein, a tomato paste plant was 
established with a daily production 
capacity of 750 tonnes in Mafraq. 
The government also implemented 
a project to aid agriculture-depen- 
dent families in diversifying their 
income. 

The government then convened 
the agricultural corporation into a 
rural development bank. Petra said. 

In the tourist domain, it opened 
offices in London, Paris, Frankfurt 
and New York to increase tourism 
to Jordan and also created an 
opportune climate for investments 
in the tourism industry. 

Furthermore, the government cre- 
ated a department at the Ministry of 
Tourism to train tourist guides, a 
project executed in conjunction 
with the French Embassy, the 
agency said. 

The government created a horeJ 
service training institute at 
Ammoun Hotel unproved tourism 
services at Wadi Rum, Urnra Qais 
and other archaeological sites 
while paying special attention to 
improving services in Petra, visited 
by hundreds of thousands of 
tourists annually. 

In the field of investments, the_ 

, government, has sirapli^d mea-*'. 
. -sures .to facilitate ! investments in' ‘ 
Jordan and has developed a media-'" 
nism to upgrade employee efficien- 
cy, supply data and other facilitat- 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti 


ing measures, Petra stated. 

The government conducted plans 
for new industrial cities in southern 
Amman, Madaba. Salt. Zarqa. 
Karak, Mafraq and for the expan- 
sion of the Al Hassan Industrial 
City in Irbid. 

It also employed an international 
expen to help Jordan adapt to 
international specifications and 
standards, the agency reported. 
Four projects have thus far been 
covered in this field. 

Regarding Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs, the government trained 
900 mosque preachers and also 
announced tenders for the restora- 
tion and renovation of mosques as 
it has for the construction of 
shrines at the burial places of the 
companions of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

Work on these projects has start- 
ed in Al Mazar. Abu Obeidah, 
Shuneh, Yosha’ and other locations 
in the Jordan Valley and Irbid, 
according to Petra. 

In municipal and rural affairs. 
Prime Minister Kabariti 's govern- 
ment restructured municipal ser- 
vices and created joint council ser- 
vices in various govemoraies, allo- 
cating one million dinars for each. 

It also concluded an agreement 
with the Japanese for the supply of 
equipment and machinery worth 
SI 1.5 million for local council pro- 
jects. 

In the economic sphere, under the 
current government Jordan realised 
a .6‘ per cent economic growth rate 
in ' 1996. This has strengthened the 
Kingdom’s financial stability and 
reduced the margin of deficit in the 


fiscal budget, Petra stated. 

It also approved a programme for 
supporting exports, modernised 
customs operations and laborato- 
ries, improved the system of tax 
collection and opened two branch- 
es for income tax departments in 
Sweileh and Ruseifeh. 

The news agency also maintained 
that the government took effective 
measures in combating smuggling 
and tax evasion, improved and 
modernised operations at the 
Amman Financial Market encour- 
aged competition and combated 
monopolies. 

It also took steps to protect intel- 
lectual property rights. 

In the field* of telecommunica- 
tions, the government converted 
the telecommunications corpora- 
tion into a state-owned company 
which commenced operations at 
the beginning of this year. 

Regarding government achieve- 
ments throughout 1996, a columnist 
for Al Dustour Arabic daily, Oreib 
Rimawi. Tuesday said that the 
Kabariti government has proved 
the efficacy of aggressive domestic 
policies, handled crises which 
emerged variously at trade unions, 
the press, and among political par- 
ties. 

He stated that the current govern- 
ment has succeeded in circumvent- 
ing obstacles set by the so-called 
“old guards" aik opposition 
groups, handling the bread subsidy 
crisis with skill and tact, mending 
ties with Iraq, securing new trade 
and oil protocols, and in overcom- 
ing parliamentary' opposition to the 
one-person, one-vote election sys- 
tem. 

Mr. Rimawi further maintained 
thar due to Mr. Kabariti *s govern- 
ment's endeavours, Jordanian rela- 
tions with other .Arab countries are 
bock on track. 

Another writer for Al Dustour. 
Saleh Qallab maintained that the 
current government has successful- 
ly dealt with opposition factions, 
traditionalists and the opportunists 
who, he said, have attempted to 
obstruct the government's work 
from day one. 

At the close of the government's 
first year in office, he added, tradi- 
tional opponents now express 
admiration for the perfonnance of 
the current administration. 


New allegation arises in Masri case 


JTC to lower 
phone rates on 
Islamic holidays 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Criminal 
Prosecutor Abdul Aziz 
Rawashdeh Tuesday 
revealed a new allegation 
that Mazen Masri, a man 
accused of killing his two 
children, attempted to mur- 
der his wife in the pasL 

“Mr. Masri’s wife 
informed authorities that at 
one point in the past she 
suffered a headache and 
that subsequent to drinking 
her husband’s preparation 
of a glass of lemon she 
began to vomit and passed 
out,” Mr. Rawashdeh said. 
“She was then taken to the 
hospital ” 

The criminal prosecutor, 
summoned by Defence 
Attorney Ahmad Najdawi, 
said that this and other rea- 
sons were behind the police 
decision to keep Mr. Masri 
in detention for one day. 

"The murderous nature 
and circumstances, in addi- 
tion to continuous contra- 
dictory statements which 
Mr. Masri made while we 
were conversing gave us 
cause to believe that he was 
the prime suspect in the 
case," Mr. Rawashdeh said. 

He added that when Mr. 
Masri informed them on 
Sept. 24, one day before his 
alleged confession, that his 
wife was suicidal, "we 
feared that he might admin- 
ister something to his wife 
and claim that she took her 
own life." 

Mr. Masri confessed both 
to authorities and Mr. 
Rawashdeh in September to 
poisoning his two children, 
Hanin, nine, and Hanl six, 
through administering 
cyanide, which he procured 
during a working trip to 
pan ada, before leaving for 
work on the morning of 
Sept. 11. 1996. 

He also confessed to a 
previous attempt to kill his 
wife and two children by 
opening a gas bottle while 
the three slept in the cou- 
ple's bedroom. 


Mr. Rawashdeh con- 
firmed in court that Mr. 
Masri was not subjected to 
any form of physical or 
mental torture, and that on 
Sept. 25 he was only 
advised to tell the truth. 

“After concluding that 
Mr. Masri was the prime 
suspect, we told him: If you 
tell us (the authorities con- 
cerned) the truth, it will be 
better for you,” Mr. 
Rawashdeh stated. 

Mr. Masri was advised to 
tell the truth, according to 
Mr. Rawashdeh, due to 
contradictory statements be 
made during a four-hour 
conversation on Sept. 25 in 
the Shmeisani police sta- 
tion. 

Mr. Rawashdeh testified 
that on Sept. 26, the defen- 
dant informed him, previ- 
ous to confessing in front of 
his wife and father, that he 
learned about cyanide 
through the Internet during 
a business visit to Canada, 
two months prior to the 
incident. 

“Mr. Mazen also 
informed me that upon his 
return to Jordan, he 
inquired about cyanide 
through his office’s Internet 
and came across more 
information concerning the 
deadly poison," the crimi- 
nal prosecutor said. 

When the court asked 
Prosecutor Rawashdeh if 
had any knowledge of 
threats that either he or 
other police officials had 
made against the suspect, 
his response was negative. 

“I did not hear Mazen 
telling me that he would 
confess as be was afraid 
that his father would be 
accused in his stead or that 
be was pressured," Mr. 
Rawashdeh said. 

Mr. Masri, who faces two 
counts of premeditated 
murder, and three counts of 
attempted murder, last year 
retracted confessions made 
in front of the authorities 
claiming that he was sub- 
jected to duress and threats. 

At the time, he told the 


court that he fabricated his 
confessions as “1 was sub- 
jected to psychological 
pressure by police who 
threatened to interrogate 
my wife and parents instead 
of myself, and ray wife and 
mother both suffer from 
health problems." 

Amman Prosecutor 
Fouad Daradkeh was sub- 
poenaed by Attorney Naj- 
dawi and he told the court 
that he had attended Mr. 
Masri ’s questioning by 
Amman Prosecutor Ayoub 
Murad. 

“[Initially] we were han- 
dling the case but after 
cyanide was proven to be 
the cause of death, it 
became a criminal case and 
we were asked by the attor- 
ney general to transfer the 
case to the criminal prose- 
cutor," Mr. Daradkeh said. 

Amman Prosecutor 
Mohammad SuJeimon Naj- 
dawi, who also took the 
witness stand Tuesday, stat- 
ed that he merely super- 
vised the autopsy of the two 
children. 

“I did not get involved in 
any investigation, and my 
role was only to supervise 
the autopsy," he said. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, Mr. 
Masri began to encounter 
financial problems three 
months after his marriage 
in 1987. 

He blamed his wife Hiam 
Hamoudeh for financial 
difficulties, claiming that 
she was "extravagant," the 
charge sheet said. 

The prosecution cited 
‘jealousy as a further 
motive for the children's 
murder, which stemmed 
from the children’s alleged 
preference for their mother. 

At the end of the two- 
hour court session, the 
court tribunal headed by 
Judge Abdul Ruhman Taw- 
fiq and Judges Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Ismael 
Hmouz postponed the case 
for Feb. 25 to hear three 
defence witnesses. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Telecommunications 
Corporation (JTC) Monday 
decided to reduce charges 
on local, national, and 
international calls for all 
days designated as holidays 
by the Prime Ministry. 

Chairman of the JTC 
Board Waleed Dweik told 
the Jordan Times that lower 
rates will now also apply on 
Islamic holidays, including 
Eid Al Fitr. the Islamic 
(Hijra) New Year, Israa Wal 
Mi’raj and the Prophet 
Mohammad's birthday. 

"The reduced charges, 
which will now be imple- 
mented on public and reli- 


gious holidays, will have 
the equivelant cost of low- 
rate night calls,” he said. 

This decision comes after 
a petition made on Jan. 27 
by the Council of Islamic 
Organisations and Societies 
in Jordan, which expressed 
dismay that reduced 
charges were offered on 
public holidays such as 
Labour Day but not on hol- 
idays for religious occa- 
sions. 

Mr. Dweik stared that the 
corporation wished to give 
citizens the chance to make 
calls with less of a financial 
burden on these occasions. 


‘High regions may receive 
more snow* 

AMMAN (J.T.) — With a low depression previously cen- 
tred over northern Syria moving eastwards. Jordan is 
expected to receive only scattered showers Wednesday 
while high regions may receive more snow, according to an 
official at the Department of Meteorology Tuesday. 

He said that temperatures will again drop to zero or 
minus one degree Celsius at night and rise to an expected 
seven degrees on Wednesday and nine on Thursday and 
Friday. 

The official warned that frost will form in the next two 
nights particularly on mountainous and desert regions 
where fog will reduce visibility. 

The department also issued a list of rain water collections 
in different govemoraies since the commencement of the 
rainy season. 

It stated that the largest total amount of rainwater was 
recorded at Ajloun and Irbid in the north, tallying in with 
330 millimetres of rain while Aqaba recorded a mere 9.6 
millimetres. 

An official at the King Tala! Dam, the largest in the coun- 
try with an 80 million cubic metre capacity, stated that the 
reservoir has collected 54 million cubic metres of water. 

The Civil Defence Department (CDD) has issued a warn- 
ing regarding slippery roads and Jordan Television report- 
ed 60 injuries in scores of road accidents on the Kingdom’s 
roads. 
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Zaire admits Shaba lake 

port taken by rebels 


KINSHASA (R) — Zaire’s 
Defence Ministry acknowl- 
edged Tuesday that rebels 
had taken the lake port of 
Kalemie in the key mining 
province of Shaba but said 
that fighting was continuing 
elsewhere in the town. 

'“They have now taken the 
porr but our soldiers are still 
fighting in other pans of the 
town.” a senior Defence Mi- 
nistry official told Reuters. 

Rebels and other military 
sources in the region said 
the Lake Tanganyika town, 
controlling a key railway 
line to the copper and cobalt 
mining hub around Lubum- 
bashi S00 kilometres away, 
had already fallen. 

Tutsi-led rebels battling 
the Zaire army since Octo- 
ber have extended their 
campaign and territory they 
hold from the borders of 
Rwanda and Uganda to 
Shaba. 

The fall of Kalemie would 
mean the border strip under 
rebel control has stretched 
for over \ .000 kilometres. 

Zaire has ordered a natio- 
nal mobilisation and called 
on allies to help its belea- 
guered mercenary- backed 
army combat rebels. 

Conflict in the heart of 


Africa took on wider inter- 
national ramifications after 
Defence Ministry officials 
said troops from Togo. 
Chad and Morocco were 
standing by to fly to Zaire. 

The central African nation 
had also invited Israel and 
China to help train new bri- 
gades of up to 26,000 fight- 
ers. including child soldiers 
encouraged officially by 
Zaire to take up arms. 

“TogoV Morocco and Chad 
are all prepared to send 
troops along with materials. 
Egypt has offered materials 
mostly to equip the infan- 
try." a senior Defence Mi- 
nistry - official, who asked 
not to be identified, told 
Reuters. 

"The planes for this oper- 
ation have already been 
chartered." the official said. 
He could not give a definite 
date for the arrival of the 
foreign troops. 

A Zairean opposition par- 
ty denounced plans for for- 
eign intervention and called 
for negotiations instead. 

“The Union for Democ- 
racy and Social Progress 
(UDPS) calls on the French 
government to reject plans 
for foreign intervention in 
Zaire, as'called for by Ka- 


manda Wa Kamanda, for- 
eign minister for the mafia- 
politico-military power in 
Kinshasa.” the opposition 
UDPS said in a statement 
issued by its representative 
in Paris. 

"The UDPS prefers a 
peaceful solution of the 
conflict in eastern Zaire and 
urges above all a national 
unity' government under the 
leadership of (main radical 
opposition leader) Etienne 
Tshisekedi," the party said. 

Zaire accuses Uganda. 
Rwanda and Burundi of 
fighting alongside the eth- 
nic Tutsis who launched an 
armed rebellion after local 
authorities threatened to 
expel them to their ancestral 
homeland in Rwanda. Rebel 
leaders now say their objec- 
tive is to topple President 
Mobutu Sese Seko who has 
ruled Zaire since 1965. 

Mr. Mobutu, who has 
been convalescing in France 
from cancer, flew to Moroc- 
co for a three-day visit and 
talks with long-time ally 
King Hassan expected to 
centre on the fighting. 

Moroccan troops helped 
put down a 1977 secession- 
ist uprising in Shaba after 
Zairean forces were over- 


Filipino bishop, bystander shot dead 


ZAMBOANGA (R) — A 
man and a boy possibly as 
young as 10 shot dead a 
Roman Catholic Bishop 
Tuesday in a flareup of vio- 
lence against churchmen in 
a southern Philippine region 
racked by Muslim seces- 
sionist violence. 

A church spokesman said 
Bishop Benjamin De Jesus 
died instantly when he was 
shot six times with .45 cali- 
bre pistols ar point blank 
range near his cathderal on 
Jolo Lsland. 

A woman bystander was 
killed and five civilians 
were wounded when chas- 
ing police traded fire with 
the killers, who escaped 
through a crowd in a central 
Jolo town, army officials 
said. 

Police said they had not 
established the identity of 
the assassins or the motive 
for the attack. 

Bishop De Jesus. 56. was 
the highest church leader 
killed in a region where sev- 
eral foreign Catholic mis- 
sionaries have been kid- 
napped and Catholic chur- 
ches have been bombed in 
recent years. 

The military attributed 
most of the violence to 
Muslim extremist groups 
fighting for an Islamic slate 
in Asia's only largely 
Catholic nation. 

In Manila, church spokes- 
man Monsignor Pedro 
Quirnrin called on Catholics 
to remain calm and urged 
them not to he provoked 
into reprisals. 

"We are asking our priests 
to continue their work lor 
reconciliation and peace 
and not to be intimidated." 
Monsignor Quitorio said in 
a radio broadcast. “We are 
asking people not to meet 
violence with violence." 

Jolo. about °00 kilometres 
south of Manila, is one of 
the most volatile ureas in 
the Mindanao region, die 
scene of a lingering Muslim 
secessionist movement. 

The main rebel group, the 
Moro National Liberation 
From iMNLFl. reached a 
peace deal with the govern- 
ment last year. But hardline 
guerrillas, including the 
fundamentalist Abu Sayyaf 
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Filipino Roman Catholic bishop Benjamin De Jesus, 
who was shot dead Tuesday by a gunman in Front of his 
cathedral on Jolo Island in the southern Philippines in 
the latest outbreak of violence against churchmen. 
Bishop De Jesus was about to get into his jeep parked 
in front of the cathedral when two men walked up to 
him and one of them shot him in the head, killing him 
instantly i Reuter photo) 


group, still operate in the 
area. 

"According to our priests 
in the area, the first gunman 
was between JO and 40 
years old while the second 
gunman was a boy between 
10 and 15.” Monsignor 
Quitorio told Reuters.* He 
said a third gunman acted as 
look-out. 

Father Phil Estrella, a 
senior official of the reli- 
gious congregation to 
which Bishop De Jesus be- 
longed. said the bishop nor- 
mal Iv travelled with two 
Marine escorts after several 
churchmen received threats 
from extremist groups that 
they would be killed or kid- 
napped. 

But on Tuesday, he was 
without the escorts. Fr. 
Estrella said by telephone. 

Armed forces chief Gene- 
ral Amulfo Acedera ordered 
a hunt for the assassins. 


Despite the peace deal 
with the MNLF. sporadic 
violence has continued in 
Mindanao, with 33 rebels of 
the breakaway Moro Isla- 
mic Liberation Front 
(M1LF) and four soldiers 
killed in fierce fighting last 
month around Buldon town. 

The government and the 
M1LF are holding explora- 
tory talks on a separate peace 
deal, but the Abu Sayyaf has 
shunned talks with Manila. 

The military has blamed 
the Abu Sayyaf for the 
abduction of several foreign 
missionaries, mostly Ame- 
ricans. in the souUtem is- 
lands in recent years. It also 
blamed the Abu Sayyaf for 
the bombing of at least three 
Catholic churches last year. 

Jolo is a predominantly 
Muslim island with a popu- 
lation of about 700.000. of 
whom about 20.000 are 
Catholics. 


Japan displeased at Russian 
view of tanker accident 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
voiced strong displeasure 
Tuesday al Moscow’s view 
that a Russian tanker which 
triggered a massive oil spill 
after sinking in the sea of 
Japan last month collided 
with an unidentified float- 
ing object. 

“It is truly inappropriate 
that the Russian side is 
making such a remark at a 
time when Japan and Russia 
will begin joint investiga- 
tions." Japanese Transport 
Minister Makoto Koga told 
a press conference. 


The minister was referring 
to reported remarks by 
Russian Transport Minister 
Nikolai Tsakh attributing 
the Jan. 2 accident to an 
unidentified object rather 
than bad weather or the 
ship's age. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Seiroku Kajiyama. sticking to 
a view that the age of the ship 
was primarily to blame, 
stressed the need to restrict 
the operations of old ships. 

“If they are incapable of 
tiding over accidents under 
rough weather, countries 


concerned need to agree to 
restrict operations of aged 
ships ” Mr. Kajiyama told a 
separate press conference. 

Japanese and Russian of- 
ficials are due to start a 
three-day meeting in Mos- 
cow Wednesday to examine 
the causes of the accident. 

The Nakhodka, carrying 
17.100 tonnes of fuel oil. 
broke in two in a storm 
while on its way from China 
to the Russian Far East. 

The spillage of thousands 
of tonnes of oil has harmed 
marine resources. 


whelmed. They also re- 
lieved French and Belgian 
paratroops backing Zairean 
authorities in the mining 
town of Kolwezi the follow- 
ing year. 

The defence official said 
Zaire had started a nation- 
wide recruitment campaign 
for the army to train up 13 
rapid intervention comman- 
do brigades of 2,000 men 
each. 

He said China and Israel 
would help train the com- 
mandos at bases in the Zaire 
provinces of Shaba, Upper 
Zaire and Equateur. 

Underlining Zaire’s grow- 
ing desperation in the face of 
rebel advances, the govern- 
ment called on youths from 
the age of 15 to join the spe- 
cial intervention brigades. 

Aid officials have said 
renewed fighting could lead 
to another refugee calamity 
in Zaire following last 
year's exodus of more than 
half a million Hutus from 
camps in eastern Zaire. 

They said another half 
million Hutus who fled 
fighting around camps last 
year and went deeper inside 
Zaire were now trapped in 
dense jungle because of the 
latest violence. 

At least 20 
killed in 
combat near 
Bogota 

BOGOTA (R) — At least 
20 people have been killed 
in heavy fighting between 
the army and leftist rebels 
in an area just outside the 
Colombian capital where 
the fate of dozens of sol- 
diers was unknown late 
Monday, authorities said. 

They said the fighting, 
which began Friday in a 
mountainous and rugged 
area 67 Meta province 
about 50 kilometres east of 
Bogota, was the heaviest to 
erupt near Bogota in recent 
memory. 

The exact toll from the 
combat in which troops 
were backed by helicopter 
gunships and bombers, was 
unknown, according to 
senior military officials. 
But it brought Colombia’s 
long-running guerrilla war 
to the doorstep of the capi- 
tal with dramatic flourish. 

The Radionet Radio 
News Network said at least 
19 soldiers were killed and 
reported eight others 
wounded. 

There was no official 
confirmation from the mili- 
tary but army commander 
General Manuel Jose 
Bonett told a news confer- 
ence about 40 soliders were 
missing in the combat zone 
and could conceivably be 
among the dead. 

"Anything is possible," 
Gen. Bonett said. 

Radio contact with the 
missing troops, who might 
also have been taken pris- 
oner. was lost at midday 
Sunday. 

Teddy Torheaum. head of 
the Red Cross in Meta 
province, told Reuters that 
members of the Inter- 
national Committee of the 

Red Cross had counted “at 
least 20 dead" outside the 
small town of San Juanito. 
near where much of the 
fighting was taking place. 

Most of the victims were 
soldiers but some were also 
presumed to be guerrillas. 
Mr. Torbeaum said. 

San Juanito town Mayor 
Ramiro Jimenez told 
national radio that hun- 
dreds of peasants from 
three outlying villages had 
poured into his town since 
the weekend, seeking 
refuge from the combat and 
aerial bombardments by 
the military. 

The Fighting around San 
Juanito began shortly after 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) rebels in the area 
released two kidnap vic- 
tims. a Bogota business- 
man and French highway 
engineer Alain Fablet. 
seized by the FARC in 
October, army sources 
said. 



Clinton sees U.S. strong, 

but faces challenges 


U-S Ambassador to France Pamela Harriman was hos- 
pitalised in Paris at the American Hospital after suffer- 
ing a stroke late Monday (Reuter photo) 

U.S. envoy to France 
has brain haemorrhage 

PARIS (R) — U.S. Ambassador to France Pamela 
Hard man was in serious condition in the American 
Hospital of Paris Tuesday after suffering a brain haemor- 
rhage Monday evening, the U.S. embassy said. 

Ms. Hardman. 76, a close supporter of President Bill 
Clinton, was taken ill at the Ritz Hotel where she had gone 
for a swim and she was taken to hospital by ambulance. 

"The initial diagnosis is that the ambassador suffered a 
cerebral haemorrhage. She remains in serious condition.” 
embassy spokesman Christopher Snow said in a brief state- 
ment read to reporters outside the hospital in the suburb of 
Neuilly. 

A haemorrhage can cause paralysis or death by blocking 
the blood supply to the brain. 

U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums said 
Ms. Harriman had "fainted and fell ill.” 

Her son. Winston Spencer Churchill, a British member of 
parliament and grandchild of the wartime British prime 
minister, was at her bedside, he added- 

CNN quoted a senior a dmini stration official as saying 
Ms. Hamman was unconscious and "very close to death. 

U.S. newspapers reported last year that Ms. Hairiman 
wanted to leave Paris but she issued a statement denying 
any move was imminent and saying she would follow Mr. 
Clinton's wishes. Diplomatic sources said she had been 
expected to retire in June. 

Ms. Harriman, whose full name is Pamela Digby 
Churchill Hayward Harriman, was bom in Famborough, 
England, and’becarae a naturalised U.S. citizen after mar- 
rying her third husband, die late multimillionaire and 
diplomat Avereft Hamman in 1971. 

She .was .just L9 wheii .she married .Randolph ChurchilL 
son of British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, during 
World Warn. 

They divorced as the war ended but the marriage pro- 
duced her only child. 

Her second marriage was to cinema magnate Leyland 
Hayward in I960. 

Ms. Hamman, a key Democratic fundraiser, was nation- 
al co-chairman of the 1992 Clinton-Gore presidential cam- 
paign. 

After Mr. Clinton was elected that year, one of his first 
stops was to attend a dinner party at Ms. Harriman ’s smart 
home in the Washington suburb of Georgetown. 

For her favours to his party, Mr. Clinton named her 
ambassador to France in 1993, one of the most sought after 
diplomatic appointment. 

Albright’s 3 grandparents 
killed in Nazi holocaust 

WASHINGTON (R) — Based on newly available infor- 
mation. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright believes it is 
“more than likely” her grandparents were Jewish and three 
of them died in the holocaust, a spokesman said Monday. 

The Washington Post recently researched Ms. Albright's 
background and reported in Tuesday editions that more 
than a dozen of her relatives, including three grandparents, 
were killed as Jewish victims of the holocaust in 
Czechoslovakia. 

“Based on the information she has received. Secretary 
Albright believes it is more than likely that these events 
occurred," State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. 

But he said Ms. Albright, 59, and her family feel the need 
to follow up on the Post's research and "confirm their 
genealogy themselves. Mr. Bums said Ms. Albright had 
believed from an early age that she was Roman Catholic 
and only now is coming to understand her heritage was 
Jewish. 

He said the issue was “obviously intensely personal for 
her and her family." Ms. Albright's parents died years ago 
and there was no one to ask about the family history, Mr. 
Bums said. 

Ms. Albright was two years old when her parents left 
Czechoslovakia in 1939. less than two weeks after the Nazi 
occupation. The family eventually came to the United 
States. 

The findings, based on research by the newspaper, came 
as a surprise to Mr. Albright, who while raised a Roman 
Catholic is now an Episcopalian. 

Ms. Albright told the Post in an interview last week that 
her father and mother never talked to her or her two sib- 
lings about the relatives’ fate or their Jewish background. 

She said her parents had told her only that the relatives 
died during the course of the war. 

Bom Maria Jana Korbel in Prague 59 years ago, Ms. ; 
Albright has said her political life was moulded by the i 
diplomatic appeasement of Adolf Hitler at Munich and by 1 
the experience of bomb shelters in London, where her fam- 
ily fled the Nazi invasion. 

She spent the war years with her family in London, attend- 
ed school in Switzerland at age 10 and acquired the name 
Madeleine. Her father, a diplomat and academic, got a teach- 
ing job in Denver, where she spent mosr of her adolescence. 

Albright told the Post in an interview she found the new 
information “fairiy compelling" but wanted to conduct her 
own research into her family and its fate. 

“Obviously it is a very personal matter for mv family and 
brother and sister and my children.” she said. 

“The only thing I have to go by is what my mother and 
father told me, how I was brought up.” the paper quoted 
her as saying. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton pre- 
viewed his State of the 
Union Speech Monday, 
telling U.S. governors at a 
White House meeting the 
nation is strong, at peace 
and prosperous but faces 
many challenges. 

“This is an unusual oppor- 
tunity for our country and 
for every state,” Mr. Clin- 
ton told the governors, who 
are in the midst of their an- 
nual Washington confer- 
ence. “The nation is strong, 
we are at peace, we have 
extraordinary prosperity.” 

“But we know we're Ily- 
ins through a time of great 
change. There are signifi- 
cant challenges which if not 
faced will have destructive 
conseqeunces for our nation 
in the years ahead. 

“So as we stand on the 
edge of this new century 
and this profoundly new 
era, we have a unique op- 
portunity and a common 
responsibility — which is 
to take action together to try 
to prepare this country not 
just for the next four years, 
but for the next fifty years.” 
he said. 

Mr. Clinton is scheduled 
to deliver the annual tele- 
vised State of the Union 
address, laying out a broad 
overview of where the na- 
tion stands and where it 
should be headed, to Cong- 
ress at 9 p.m. EST (0200 
GMT Wednesday). 

The president’s approval 
ratings are holding steady at 
60 per cent ahead of the 
speech, while only 36 per 
cent of Americans approve 
of the way Congress is han- 
dling its job. according to a 
new CNN/USA Today/ 
Gallup poll released on 
Monday. 

Mr. Clinton told the gov- 
ernors his speech would 
discuss a number of “chal- 
lenges,” including imple- 
menting the welfare reform 
law that he signed last year 
ending the 61 -year-old fed- 
eral guarantee of aid to the 
poor. 

Many of the contentious 
topics that he discussed 
with the governors Monday 


— including trimming the 
medicaid health care pro- 
gramme for the poor and 
restoring spending on some 
benefits to legal immigrants 

— may also come up. 

Aides said Mr. Clinton 

spent a part of the weekend 
working on the speech and, 
after a~brief meeting with 
Peruvian President Alberto 
Fujimori, was likely to 
spend much of Monday and 
Tuesday doing the same. 

‘The speech is in very 
good shape.” spokesman 
Mike McCurry said. “He 
may have a couple of things 
he’ll do tomorrow but by 
and large it'll be working 
through the speech.” 

The annual review is 
mandated by the constitu- 
tion, which says the presi- 
dent “shall from time -to 
time give to the Congress 
information of the State of 
the Union, and recommend 
to their consideration such 
measures as he shall judge 
necessary and expedient." 

Such speeches often dis- 
appear into history unno- 
ticed. Mr. Clinton last year 
grabbed some attention 
with his blunt statement 
that “the era of big govern- 
ment is over.” 

This year officials have 
said there are unlikely to be 
surprises in the speech, say- 
ing Mr. Clinton would pre- 
sent the ideas he ran on in 
last year’s campaign in a 
detailed fashion. 

Mr. Clinton, who . vtan a 
second four-yer lent < 
U.S. chief exei .live on Jan. 
20. ran on a platfonn of bal- 
ancing the budget by 2002. 
raising the level of educa- 
tion. moving poor people 
from welfare to work and 
keeping the economy 
strong. 

On Thursday, he was 
scheduled to send his new 
budget to Congress, further 
fleshing out his agenda for 
the nation. 

Gallup polled 1,056 
Americans between Jan. 31 
and Feb. 2 for its latest poll, 
which has a margin of. error 
■ of plus or minus ihree r pee- 
centage points. 


NATO expansion could fuel 
extremists — Chernomyrdin 


WASHINGTON l AFP) — 
Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin 
warned that NATO expan- 
sion could fuel extremist 
demands in Russia for a 
return to armed confronta- 
tion with the West, the 
Washington Post said 
Tuesday. 

“I’m worried about 
Russia." Mr. Chernomyrdin 
told the daily in an inter- 
view. He said it was nearly 
impossible to convince 
Russians that they have no- 
thing to fear from the ex- 
pansion of the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) to Poland, Hun- 
gary and the Czech Repub- 
lic. 

“How can we explain 
this? Nobody is going to 
listen to any explanations ... 
Developments in Russia 
could take an ominous 
turn,” the prime minister 
said. 

Echoing a warning to 
NATO leaders by Anatoly 
Chubais, Mr. Chernomyr- 
din said the Western al- 
liance’s expansion to na- 
tions bordering Russia 
could strengthen Commu- 
nists and nationalists in his 
country. 

Ultranationalists like Vla- 
dimir Zhirinovsky “will 
accuse the president (Rus- 


sian President Boris Yel- 
tsin) and the government of 
doing nothing to prevent 
this development ... so we 
have to arm ourselves." he 
said. 

“The production facilities 
are there in brand new con- 
dition. they are waiting. 
This is how the employ- 
ment paiblem will be re- 
solved ... The tanks will be 
rolling out, and the planes. 
Do we need this?” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin asked. 

He said he would repeat 
his warnings when he meets 
U.S. President Bill Ginton 
and Vice President Al Gore 
later this week in Washing- 
ton. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin rejected 
NATO's proposal that Russia 
sign an informal security 
charter during the alliance’s 
Madrid summit in July. 

Instead. Mr. Chernomyr- 
din said, NATO must be- 
come “of a completely dif- 
ferent content. If it is a poli- 
tical organisation, please, 
anybody is welcome to 
join.” 

He suggested the issue of 
NATO expansion be re- 
solved before the CJinton- 
Yeltsin summit in March, 
which he said should take 
place not in Washington but 
in Europe to conserve the 
Russian president’s health. 


Alleged U.S. bomb 
mastermind surrenders 


VALLEJO, California (R> 
~ The alleged mastermind 
behind two bombings in a 
northern California town 
surrendered peacefully to 
police Monday as the num- 
ber of suspects arrested in 
the case rose to six, police 
said. 

Kevin Robinson, 29. gave 
himself up in Vallejo, 50 
talomeires northeast of San 
Francisco, after his attorney 
made arrangements for his 
surrender, officials said. 

Police had been searching 
tor Robinson, wanted on sus- 
picion of conspiracy and 
explosives violations. They 


had said he should be consid- 
ered armed and dangerous. 

Vallejo police spokesman 
Lieutenant Ron Jackson said 
police believed Robinson 
hired rwo other men to carry 
out the bombings to disrupt 
his trial on drugs chaiges thin 
had been due to start in a 
ne 5ty 'own Monday. 

We think it was a bombing 
For hire.” Lt. Jackson said. 

Lt. Jackson said a total of 
six people had been arrested 
jn connection with two . 
bombings in Vallejo in the f. 
last 10 days thar damaged a 
courthouse and a bank but 
caused no injuries. 
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Opposition protesters make victory signs next to the burning tires of a barricade in the centre of Sofia Tuesday as 
they protest against Bu Igari an Socialist Party. Bulgarian opposition parties vowed to intensify nation-wide strikes 
and protests Tuesday after ruling Socialists defianty unveiled a new government instead of bowing to pressure to 
call early elections (Reuter photo) 

Bulgarian Socialists present new government 


SOFIA (AFP) — Bulgaria’s 
ruling Socialists Tuesday 
presented their new cabinet 
to President Petar Stoyanov 
as strikes and opposition 
protests continued to paral- 
yse the country. 

The ex-Communist Bul- 
garian Socialist Party 
formed a new government 
Monday after the opposition 
refused to join a coalition. 

The new government is 
expected to be endorsed 
Wednesday by parliament, 
where the Socialist Party 
and two small allied parties 
bave a narrow majority, 
with 124 out of the total 240 
seats. 

But the party’s victory is 
not a given considering that 
several defections are possi- 
ble, Valentin Vatsev, a party 
official, said on national 
"raefio. 

The opposition, mean- 


while, vowed to hold a 
protest -march ahead of the 
parliament vote Wednesday 
and said it would form a 
human chain around the 
building to cry and influence 
or prevent the vote from 
taking place. 

The crisis raised fear? of a 
repeat of the violence on 
Jan. 10 when demonstraters 
battled the police and be- 
sieged and ransacked the 
parliament 

The main complaint is 
that with wages still low, 
prices rose by more than 
150 per cent in the first nine 
months of last year while 
the local currrency, the lev. 
fell by 235 per cent against 
the dollar. 

The opposition wants par- 
liament to be dissolved and 
new elections to be held in 
the immediate future. The 
current mandate of lawmak- 


ers is due to expire at the 
end of next year. 

On Monday the opposi- 
tion got a boost when the 
country’s three main unions 
called for a general strike 
that brought the country to a 
standstill. 

The strike, which included 
a walkout by tranportarion 
workers, was continuing 
Tuesday. Traffic was 
snarled as protesters 
blocked intersections and 
the main arteries leading to 
the capital. 

Rail and road traffic 
between Sofia and Greece 
has also been paralysed for 
a week and the sea pons 
along the Danube and the 
Black Sea were not operat- 
ing. In addition, roads lead- 
ing to Macedonia, rump- 
Yugoslavia, Romania and 
Turkey were blocked. 

National radio said the 


radio, which was shut down 
for 50 minutes Monday, 
would close for a full hour 
Tuesday afternoon. 

The strike action has 
severely affected the coun- 
try’s already crumbling eco- 
nomy and has resulted in 
shortages of fuel, bread and 
petrol. 

Bulgarians have reacted 
by stocking food supplies as 
prices skyrocketed. 

The new centre-right pres- 
ident, Petar Stoyanov, who 
backs the opposition, last 
Tuesday designated Dob- 
rev as the new prime minis- 
ter and invited him to form 
a government. 

In the face of continuing 
opposition pretests, the So- 
cialists had Sunday offered 
to form a coalition adminis- 
tration with their opponents 
followed by early elections 
two months later. 


Ex-colleagues urge Burma y s Suu Kyi to ease stand 


RANGOON (R) — Two 
Burmese politicians ex- 
pelled from opposition lea- 
der Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
party Tuesday urged her to 
^soften her stance and start a 
dialogue with the military 
government. 

They also called on the 
Nobel laureate to take her 
National League for De- 
mocracy party (NLD) back 
into the government-organ- 
ised National Convention 
and become involved again 
in the drafting of a new 
Burmese constitution. 

The NLD withdrew from 
the convention in Novem- 
ber 1995. 

“We are trying to put up 
these different ideas and 
ways for the NLD to sur- 
vive through these difficult 
times,” said Than Tun. ‘We 
must get dialogue firsL..Tbe 
(State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council) SLORC is 
ignoring us all the time. 
They (NLD) want to stick to 
principles. To get compro- 
mise you must not always 
stick to principles,” be said. 

He believed Ms. Suu Kyi 
was pressing too bard for 
democracy and that most 


Burmese were not ready for 
democracy immediately. 

Mr. Than Tun was accom- 
panied by Thein Kyi at the 
pair’s first news conference 
since they were expelled on 
Jan. 6 by the NLD’s Central 
Executive Committee (CEC). 

They were elected in 1990 
general elections that were 
not recognised by the ruling 
SLORC. 

Some diplomats and ana- 
lysts believe Mr. Than Tun 
arid Mr. Thein Kyi may 
have been manipulated by 
the SLORC to foment dis- 
sent within the NLD and try 
to weaken its ranks and 
morale. 

“There is no need for any- 
body -to create these kind of 
divisions within the NLD 
now. It does not take the 
two sides anywhere politi- 
cally and is unnecessary” 
said one diplomat 

Mr. Than Tun and Mr. 
Thein Kyi said Mrs. Suu 
Kyi should refrain from 
calling for trade sanctions 
and discouraging invest- 
ment in Burma. 

Both said they were ex- 
pelled without a hearing for 
' circulating a paper suggest- 


ing a softer NLD stance, 
dialogue with the rulers and 
ways for a return to the 
National Convention. 

A total of seven members 
of parliament supported the 
paper but only two were 
expelled, they said. 

Mr. Than Tun and Mr 
Thein Kyi Tuesday called 
on the SLORC to encourage 
the head of the convention 
to meet Ms. Suu Kyi to 
enable the NLD to take part 
in its proceedings. 

The military government 
has refused to hold talks 
with Ms. Suu Kyi and was 
angered by the NLD’s with- 
drawal from the National 
Convention soon after her 
July 1995 release from six- 
years of house arrest 

Since then, the SLORC has 
harassed the NLD at various 
levels, detained or jailed its 
members, attacked Ms. Suu 
Kyi in the state media and 
placed curbs on her move- 
ments and prevented the 
party from holding its own 
national convention. 

The pair acknowledged 
that the NLD grassroots 
supported Ms. Suu Kyi 
strongly, but said she was 


too far away from the mass- 
es who were not yet ready 
for full democracy. 

“She’s great and charming 
but her problem is she is a 
little behind the times. She 
expects too much from the 
SLORC and the people. She 
thinks Burmese are ready 
for democracy but we need 
a period of democratisa- 
tion..J30t democracy imme- 
diately,” Mr. Than Tun said. 

Mr. Than Tun and Mr. 
Thein Kyi said some NLD 
members bad different 
views from Ms. Suu Kyi but 
they dared not oppose her. 
They vowed not to fonn a 
splinter NLD group or 
breed factionalism in the 
party. 

Mr. Than Tun and Mr. 
Thein Kyi said they were 
now preparing their defence 
for an appeal to overturn 
their expulsion. 

Ms.- Sun Kyi had said 
Monday the two could ap- 
peal. But if they wanted to 
appeal the decision at a par- 
ty convention, as they had 
requested, it would not be 
possible now because the 
SLORC disallowed such 
meetings. 


Albania president opens pyramid talks, refunds begin 


TIRANA (R) — Rightist 
Albanian president Sali 
Berisha chaired talks on the 
collapse of Pyramid Invest- 
ment Schemes Tuesday, but 
the main opposition group 
stayed away and banks pre- 
pared for foe first partial 
refunds to distraught in- 
vestors. 

Fn Tirana’s dusty streets, 
depositors who ploughed 
lifo savings into the 
schemes in Europe’s poor- 
est country gathered around 
newspapers reading instruc- 
tions on bow to recover a 
portion of their trapped 
investments later in the day. 

M I have seven children. I 
sold my flat to put money 
into the schemes and now 
they are offering 60 per cent 
back ” said Sako Sinani, a 
man in his 40s. “This is rob- 
bery. This is a government 
Of thieves.” 

But it was by no means 
certain new protests would 
erupt after a crackdown 
agmnst demonstrators who 
set fire to public building 
last month to denounce the 
collapse of the schemes. . 

A spokeswoman said Mr 


Berisha had opened round 
table discussions with trade 
unions and some parties on 
how to ease foe effects of 
the failed schemes. 

Opposition parties, newly 
united in a “forum for De- 
mocracy,” have dismissed 
foe meeting as a publicity 
stunt and renewed demands 
for foe government’s resig- 
nation. 

Five schemes have col- 
lapsed, but compensation 
has been announced for 
only two whose assets were 
frozen in stare banks. 

Banks were to begin allo- 
cating 60 per cent of depo- 
sits to investors in one “cha- 
rity foundation” known as 
Populli. Refunds in a sec- 
ond scheme were to begin 
Wednesday. 

Two top bankers assured 
depositors on television 
Monday evening that they 
would be free to choose bet- 
ween cash or government 
certificates and could even 
later change their mind. 

Virtually every family in 
foe country of 3.4 million, 
lulled by promises of big 
returns, committed funds to 


the schemes in foe six years 
following the fall of Eastern 
Europe’s most repressive 
and isolationist Communist 
regime. 

After last month’s violent 
protests, nearly 150 people 
were arrested. Prosecutors 
are seeking long jaD terms 
on rioting charges, prompt- 
ing many would-be demon- 
strators to stay away from 
new rallies called last week- 
end. 

For the third day running, 
television broadcast appeals 
Monday evening to shun 
violence — by Muslim, Or- 
thodox and Roman Catholic 
clergy. 

P rime Minister Aleksander 
Meksi told Radio Tirana after 
a cabinet meeting: “The 

message to investors is that 
they should remain calm. 
They will get their money." 

The radio announced that 
24 more demonstrators had 
been formally charged with 
public offences in two sou- 
thern towns. 

It also said a top official in 
the Gjallica Pyramid Scheme 
in the south had been arrested 
on fraud charges. 


The presiding judge in foe 
Tirana court told local me- 
dia that legal authorities 
were ready to start bank- 
ruptcy proceedings against 
Gjallica if creditors so 
wished. A top leader of Mr. 
Berisha’s Democratic Party 
told a visiting Italian dele- 
gation Monday that foe gov- 
ernment’s stand “was foe 
best choice and prevented a 
deterioration of events.” 

The party, first elected in 
1992, backs market reforms 
in foe Balkan country and 
until last year boasted one 
of the best records for 
growth among ex-Commu- 
nist countries. 

It won a new term last 
year in polls criticised as 
unfair and rigged by Wes- 
tern observers and has free 
rein in a parliament largely 
boycotted by foe opposi- 
tion. 

The Forum for Democra- 
cy, set up last week, brings 
together for foe first time Mr. 
Berisha’s desparare oppo- 
nents, including leftists, cen- 
trists and former political pri- 
soners. all dedicated to oust- 
ing Prime Minister Meksi. 


Afghanistan’s Taleban close in 
on opposition leader’s stronghold 


KABUL (AFP) — The Ta- 
leban militia were Tuesday 
closing in on the stronghold 
of a leader in foe Afghan 
opposition alliance after 
victories in foe Ghorband 
Valley, Taleban officials 
said. 

Taleban forces, which 
moved into the Ghorband 
Valley after hard fighting 
through the strategic Salang 
Valley over foe past week, 
have taken the Sheikh Ali 
district, 140 kilometres 
northwest of Kabul, the of- 
ficials said. 

They are now poised to at- 
tack Bamiyan province, the 
stronghold of Abdul Karim 
Kbalili who leads the Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahdat Party. 

“In a blitzkreig attack, foe 
Mujabedeen of foe Islamic 
army (Taleban) captured 
vast areas of Sheikh Ali 
from the forces of evil and 
corruption,” Taleban offi- 
cials said. 

“In these operations 
launched Sunday, tens of 
light and heavy weapons 
and ammunition caches of 
foe enemy have been 
seized ” they added 


No independent confirma- 
tion of the Taleban gains 
could be made. 

Mr. Khalili has joined 
with ousted government 
forces, under foe command 
of Ahmed Shah Masood, 
and troops loyal to northern 
warlord Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum to form an opposition 
alliance -against foe Taleban. 

The Taleban control foe 
southern rwo- thirds of Af- 
ghanistan nnri began their 
push northwards with a 
spectacular siege and victo- 
ry over Kabul at the end of 
September. 

The ethnic Hazara-inhab- 
ited Sheikh Ali district bor- 
ders Bamiyan province and 
with the capture of new ter- 
ritories in Ghorband, the 
Taleban are just 50 kilome- 
tres away from Mr. Khalili ’s 
stronghold. 

The Taleban also claimed 
victory at Surkh-e-Pcrsa, an 
isolated valley in northern 
Parwan province but this 
could not be confirmed. 

The easy advance by the 
Taleban through Ghorband, 
one of three mountainous 
routes to northern Afgha- 


nistan, has been helped by 
foe defection to their side of 
a large number of local 
armed villagers, who claim 
they were mistreated by foe 
op]X)sition alliance. 

Meanwhile in Lahore, 
Pakistan Muslim League 
chief Nawaz Sharif, poised 
to become prime minister 
after his party swept to a 
majority in general elec- 
tions, said Tuesday he 
would review Pakistan’s po- 
licy on neighbouring Afgha- 
nistan. 

“We will have to give a 
fresh look to Afghanistan,” 
Mr. Sharif told AFP. “It (Pa- 
kistan’s policy) needs 
change and alteration. A 
consensus is needed. There 
must be a new dialogue for 
good results ” 

Mr. Sharif had said the 
day before the elections that 
his party “cannot support 
one group against another.” 

“I don’t know if Pakistan 
gave suppest to the Taleban 
Islamic” militia, be said. “If 
Pakistan has followed that 
policy, it is time to review 
that policy." 

The Taleban, which 


emerged from Pakistan reli- 
gious schools to sweep ac- 
ross Afghanistan, seized 
Kabul in September and 
controls two thirds of the 
country. It has vowed to 
establish an Islamic regime 
across foe entire nation. 

Maulana Fazlur Rehman. 
the chief of the Jamiat-e- 
Ulema-e-Islam who is con- 
sidered close to foe Islamic 
militia, lost in Monday’s 
elections. 

His defeat, combined with 
Mr. Sharif’s insistence on a 
consensus in Afghanistan 
and a dialogue involving all 
Afghan groups, may prove 
troubling for the Taleban. 

Mr. Sharif also told AFP 
that his part)* “was commit- 
ted to improving relations 
with India through dialogue 
and not through confronta- 
tion.” 

“We have to learn how to 
live as good neighbours. 
Now is foe time for serious 
dialogue,” Mr. Sharif said. 

Pakistan has fought three 
wars with India since inde- 
pendence 50 years ago. 


Algerian 
forces kill 
28 Muslim 
rebels 

PARIS (R) — Algerian se- 
curity forces and pro-gov- 
ernment militiamen have 
killed 28 M uslim rebels, 
including a suspected bom- 
ber shot dead along with 
two other guerrillas in Al- 
giers, an Algerian newspa- 
per said Tuesday. 

Security forces killed 
three guerrillas in central 
Algiers Monday as they 
were set to cany out assas- 
sinations, Liberte newspa- 
per said. .. 

One of ‘ foe three was 
identified as Redouane 
Mouhamer, sought by foe 
authorities for his alleged 
role in a Jan. 21 car bomb 
explosion in central Al- 
giers in which at least six 
people were killed and 
more than 40 wounded, 
Liberte said. 

A group of 17 guerrillas 
were killed in an operation 
last week in Tacheta re- 
gion, 120 kilometres south- 
west of Algiers, foe paper 
said, quoting security 
sources. 

Eight more rebels were 
killed in a gun battle with 
pro-government anti-Isla- 
mist militia known as Pat- 
riots in Ain Defla area, 1 30 
kilometres south of the Al- 
gerian capital, last week, 
foe newspaper said. 

The Liberte report 
brought -to more than 250 
foe number of people re- 
ported killed during the 
Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan, which began on 
Jan. 10. 

In the latest massacre of 
civilians reported in Alger- 
ia, 31 people were killed by 
having their heads hacked 
off with an axe or a knife in 
a rebel raid in Medea, south 
of Algiers, Friday. 

About 60,000 people 
have been killed in Alger- 
ia’s violence since 1992 
when the authorities can- 
celled a general election in 
which Islamists had taken a 
commanding lead. 

Meanwhile. The out- 
lawed Algerian Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) con- 
firmed Tuesday that it had 
asked .Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi to me- 
diate in foe Algerian crisis. 

The confirmation came 
in a statement from the 
FIS’s overseas executive 
sent to AFP offices here. 

Libya announced on Jan. 
12 that Colonel Qadhafi 
had been asked by foe FIS 
to mediate in the conflict. 

The statement said that in 
view of foe good relations 
between Libya and Algeria 
it had asked Col. Qadhafi 
to mediate to put an end to 
the bloodshed and find a 
political solution to bring 
back peace and stability to 
Algeria.But it said the 
authorities in Algeria had 
again rejected all peace ini- 
tiatives, preferring to con- 
tinue its policy of con- 
frontation and bloodshed. 


Questions raised over Hong Kong’s 
number 2 as Tung meets inner circle 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong’s deputy gover- 
nor, Anson Chan, openly 
criticised a key policy 
backed by her future boss 
hours before he held his 
first meeting Tuesday with 
his inner circle of advisors. 

Ms. Chan, who has been 
asked by future chief execu- 
tive Tung Chee-Hwa to stay 
on as chief secretary after 
the July 1 handover. At- 
tacked, legal changes pro- 
posed for Hong Kong by a 
China-created panel and 
backed by Mr. Tung him- 
self. 

Speaking on her return 
late Monday from a U.S. 
trip, Ms. Chan said herposi- 
tion in the future govern- 
ment of foe Special Admi- 
nistrative Region (SAR) 
had not swayed her opposi- 


tion to the changes en- 
dorsed by the Preparatory 
Committee. 

Mr. Tung has sided with 
foe Prepararoiy Commit- 
tee’s decision in Beijing last 
week to scrap or amend 
more than two dozen laws 
and statutes in Hong Kong, 
include key articles on t& 
right to demonstrate and 
express dissent. 

Ms. Chan expressed “dis- 
appointment” at foe plan 
and warned it had sent “an 
extremely negative signal” 
to the United States. 

“Of course, I took this 
opportunity to tty and put 
forward a positive side of 
Hong Kong,” Ms. Chan 
said of her trip. 

“But I have to confess that 
foe latest development has 
made my job rather more 


difficult." 

She added, however, that 
she had not “exactly said I 
can’t reconcile" her posi- 
tion with Mr. Tung's. 

It was foe first time that 
Ms. Chan, head of the terri- 
tory's 180,000 civil ser- 
vants, had publicly broken 
ranks with tung since he 
invited her to stay on in her 
job in December. 

Ms. Chan has gained high 
marks for her communica- 
tion skills andability to 
sway opinion in both Bei- 
jing and London. Her pres- 
ence with Mr. Tung has 
been seen by some analysts 
as a “dream ticket” for 
Hong Kong’s future, pro- 
viding continuity and stabil- 
ity, as well as strong con- 
nections with Beijing. 


Polish finance minister resigns 


WARSAW (AFP) — Polish 
finance Minister Grzegorz 
Kolodko, who often clashed 
with conservatives in the 
government over his liberal 
policies, resigned Tuesday. 

Mr. Kolodko was seen as 
foe driving force behind 
Poland’s economic reforms 
which have been more suc- 
cessful than in foe rest of 
the former Communist 
Bloc, and he also led his 
country into the Organisa- 
tion For Economic Coope- 
ration And Development 
(OECD). 

President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski formally ac- 
cepted foe resignation and^ 
named another liberal econ- 
omist, Marek Belka, to rep- 
lace him indicating that he 
did not plan any major poli- 
cy changes. 

Mr. Belka, an economic 
advisor to foe president, has 
been highly recommended 
by opposition leader Leszek 
Balcerowicz, considered 
the father of Polish eco- 
nomic reforms. 

“I aim to further acceler- 
ate reforms in Poland, espe- 


cially for our retirements 
system,” Mr. Belka said, 
adding that he would quick- 
ly announce his first policy 
directives. 

Mr. Kolodko, a persuasive 
and temperamental speaker 
who often clashed -with foe 
premier, was appointed to 
his post on April 29, 1994 
and remained there largely 
thanks to foe backing of foe 
president, foe independent 
daily Rzeczpospolita repor- 
ted. 

According to unofficial 
reports cited by the private 
radio station Radio Zet, foe 
47-year-old minister sub- 
mitted his resignation about 
10 days ago after clashing 
with cabinet members over 
a decision to reimpose cus- 
toms duties on cereals. 

Mr. Kolodko had argued 
that the move, backed by 
foe Polish Peasants Party, 
would cause inflation. 

Stung by his defeat, he 
called for an audit of foe 
agency in charge of the 
agriculture market, one of 
foe organisations overseen 
by the Peasants Party. Agri- 


culture Minister and Vice- 
Premier Roman Jagielinski 
retaliated by asking for an 
audit of foe finance Minis- 
try. 

Before entering politics, 
Mr. Kolodko headed the 
Finance Institute at War- 
saw’s Business School. Bet- 
ween 1982-88 he had been 
advisor to foe president of 
foe country’s central bank 
and had at one point taught 
at the University of Dlinois 
at Chicago. 

He has also acted os eco- 
nomic advisor to the United 
Nations and to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 

Although be currently 
does not belong to a politi- 
cal party, Mr. Kolodko was 
a member of the Polish 
Communist Party until its 
dissolution in 1990. 

Mr. Kolodko said that he 
was standing down after 
three years in foe position 
because he had achieved 
what he had set out to do 
and that Poland was firmly 
set on a course of economic 
expansion and had joined 
the OECD. 


Sri Lanka marks Freedom Day 
with fresh anti-Tiger drive 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri Lankan security 
forces mounted a fresh drive against Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas Tuesday as the country 
marked the 49th anniversary of independence 
with pledges to end ethnic bloodletting. 

Heavily-armed government soldiers began 
their latest drive against the sep aratis t 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
from a de facto frontier post in the northern 
district of Vavuniya, official sources said. 

There were no immediate reports of casual- 
ties or rebel resistance to the latest military 
action which coincided with the Freedom Day 
edebrations led by President Chandrika" 
Kumaraiunga. 

The offensive was expected for some time 
as pan of foe government’s objective of open- 
ing a land route to foe island's northern Jaffna 
peninsula which was taken from the rebels 
last year. 

“It is difficult to imagine if the army wifi go 
all the way to secure the entire 70 kilometre 
stretch of road through jungles,” a military 
analyst here said. “They may. do it in stages." 

Military observers also speculated on the 
possibility of troops moving northwestwards 
to open another land route to a remote mili- 


tary base at Mannar which is currently sup- 
plied only by sea and air. 

The defence ministry here declined to com- 
ment on the latest military action. Local resi- 
dents said they saw bulldozers moved in to 
Vavuniya, 254 kilometres north of here, to 
build new bunkers. 

President Kumaratunga, who is also the 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, used 
the independence day occasion to again vow 
to restore peace in her ethnically divided 
nation. 

“The promise of a lasting peace is in the air. 
We hear everywhere the sound of reason, and 
foe echoes of the sweet music of brotherhood 
and understanding." she said in an address 
shown live on state television. 

She also warned that tough action against 
the militants would be kept up while the gov- 
ernment pursued its political reforms aimed at 
ending the war. She made no direct reference 
to the LTTE or the latest military action. 

“While dealing with the terrorist threat with 
sophistication and efficiency, our government 
has steadfastly adhered to its commitment to 
finding a lasting solution to the ethic prob- 
lem.” she said. 
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Best of luck Mr. Sharif 


A TROUBLING chapter of uncertain politics 
appears to have come to an end in Pakistan with 
Monday's general elections that saw former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif bouncing back to power 
with a crashing victory over rival Benazir Bhutto. 
With international observers certifying that the 
elections were transparent and conducted fair and 
free, it is unlikely that the constitutional process 
would be snarled in legal challenges to the 
resounding triumph that Mr. Sharif's Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML) scored over Ms. Bhutto's 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP). 

The low voter turnout of 26 per cent clearly 
showed that the people of Pakistan were indeed 
frustrated and disenchanted with their newfound 
experience with democracy after several decades 
of military rule. But that is an issue best left to the 
Pakistani people themselves. 

What is of importance to the Muslim World and 
the international community' at large is the stabili- 
ty of Pakistan, the second largest Islamic country 
and u vast source of human potential. Pakistan has 
contributed positively to Muslim causes around 
the world, and its strategic location makes it much 
more imperative for the international community 
to do w hat it could and should to stabilise the coun- 
try. 

For one thing, it looks highly likely that despite 
past rhetoric from both sides, Mr. Sharif's victory 
would open the door for the much-awaited Indian- 
Pakistani dialogue on their dispute over Kashmir. 
Enough blood has been shed in Kashmir, and. 
hopefully. Mr. Sharif and his Indian counterpart 
H.M. Dev Gowda, a relatively newcomer to inter- 
national politics, would find common ground to 
serve the interests of their countries and the region 
in general. Much-needed resources of the two 
countries would only be laid to waste if they were 
to continue their dispute on whatever grounds and 
maintain the state of no-dialogue that we saw over 
the past three years. For once, the big powers are 
called upon to launch a sincere and neutral effort 
to end the Kashmir dispute once and for all and 
avoid the wastage of potential and resources of 
both India and Pakistan. 

On the western side of the Pakistani border, the 
upheavals in Afghanistan and the power struggle 
among the various factions in that beleaguered 
country pose another serious challenge to Mr. 
Sharif, who himself has admitted that he might 
find it difficult to deal with the hardline Taleban 
militia now controlling Kabul. 

Ending the Afghan bloodshed and rehabilitating 
Afghanistan should now be a priority for the 
Muslim World and the international community, 
and hopes are revived that such an effort would 
receive the unreserved support from Pakistan. 

Quite simply. Mr. Sharif and his government 
could never hope to be able to justifiably address 
the pressing internal problems of Pakistan while 
they have to eopc with conflicts in the neighbour- 
hood. The country's economy is in bad shape and 
unemployment is rising, fuelling with it social 
unrest, a perfect recipe for strife. 

Indeed. Pakistan's political scene needed a 
change, and we hope that the victory' of Mr. Sharif 
represents that change. 

We wish Mr. Sharir all success and luck, and 
hope that the new leader or Pakistan would lead 
his country and people out of the problems that 
have been plaguing them since their country was 
born in l‘>47. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


\ W R1TER for At Ra'i Tuewlu\ welcomed reports aboui an 
imminent rapprochement between Damascus and Baghdad. 
'LO ing dial the time has come for the lenders of both countries 
to :nke step* to end past hostilities and open a new chapter of 
fruitful relations. M.fan Biari .said that mjcIi a step is long 
o\ erdue since Syria and Iraq face common threats at the polit- 
ical and economic levels. Tlie Iraqis arc passing through an 
ordeal, due n> the embargo imposed on the country' since 1990. 
and Syria can do a great deal to help end such a tragic situa- 
lion. by resuming free trade with Baghdad, said the writer. He 
added that both Syria and Iraq, but mainly Syria, are facing 
ihr.gcr Irom Turkey ’> measures lo reduce the umounl of water 
from the Euphrates to the .Arab countries, and the two sides 
ha\ e a national duty to join forces and confront this common 
'hre.il pi'scJ to their Arab brethren. Both Syria and Iraq con- 
tinually face American pressure and Washington's accusations 
iif.it they liarbour and encourage terrorism and the two sides 
are aiso evposed to Israeli aggression, he added. The writer 
said that h\ joining hands, Damascus and Baghdad have noth- 
ing to lose but rather much to gain at the national and region- 
al levels. 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour backed a call made by the Hashd 
Pony to the opposition political forces in Jordan to hold a 
national conference and discuss their stand vis-a-vis the com- 
ing parliamentary elections in the country’. Fakhri Kawursaid 
that the call reflected an inidal protest on the port of the oppo- 
sition groups towards ihe one-person, one-vote system which 
v.n< endorsed by Parliament. He said that these political forces 
should nuike it clear that they cannot accept this election sys- 
tem and must therefore call for a boycoit of the elections. If 
they refrain from doing Lhat. it means that they accept tills sys- 
tem hi place Tor years to come and that they accept the fact that 
Parliament, under the present system, will not be efficient and 
would mu have any influence in the enactment of laws which 
arc mostly formulated by the government. The writer said 
dial die one-person, one-vote system can by no means con- 
trihnie lo fulfil ling the national aspirations and serious and 
prompt action has to be taken to deal with this situation. 


Progress in the new millennium 


the will may be there 


By Flora Lewis 


VALENCIA, Spain — There is 

fashion in international confer- 
ences. as in clothes or music, 
and the favourite now is the 
new millennium. Valencia, 
with support from United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
i UNESCO) and others, has 
launched itself as a centre for 
intellectual debate on the 
“Challenges of the Third 
Millennium." looking back to 
see how far we have come and 
trying to peer ahead. 

The three-day meeting last 
weekend was revealing, as 
much in the reaction of the 
overflow Spanish audience as 
in the messages of participants 
from all continents.There were 
ex-prime ministers, academics, 
humanitarian activists. 

But the stars were the artists, 
including the British actor Sir 
Peter Ustinov, the Italian writer 
Umberto Eco. the Peruvian 
writer Mario Vargas Llosu. And 
the central issue turned out to 
be optimism versus pessimism. 

Mr. Eco pointed out that the 
line of zeroes coming up on the 
calendar is arbitrary; time 
interlocks from one culture to 
another, but nonetheless it 
keeps moving. In 1831. he 
noted, Stendhal wrote that 


“Madame de Rdnal was almost 
30, but she was still a charming 
woman." and he aske± "Would 
you have wanted to live then, 
in the century before aspirin?*' 

K. Natwar Singh, a former 
Indian foreign minister, warned 
glumly. however. that 
“progress is not inherent in his- 
tory — it is an English concept, 
and a failed concept." 

And an S5-year-old Spaniard 
in the audience, a lively man 
who will surely see the 21st 
century, marvelled at the won- 
ders predicted for science that 
he has seen come true, and 
asked: “Why then don't we live 
with more dignity? Is there a 
black hand upon us?” 

The biggest applause came 
for the Spanish writer Antonio 
Gala, who said that “human 
rights denied one person erodes 
the humanity of all." This is 
even more than the golden rule 
of “Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you," 
he added, because “there is 
now a responsibility for those 
who are far, far away." 

Valencia is a particularly suc- 
cessful city, reflecting the new 
Spain. Now 1.2 million, it has 
managed to modernise with 
rare harmony, so thai old mon- 
uments and new buildings 
complement each other grace- 
fully without squashing people. 


So its inhabitants cheer warmly 
the ideals of peace, progress, 
compassion. 

But they are not alone. It is 
clear that people everywhere 
are hungry for words of 
encouragement and hope, and 
the thought of a millennium 
that is not committed to deliver 
them is unacceptable. 

Strangely, there was scarcely 
any mention of what science 
and adventure can confidently 
be expected to offer 
humankind in the years stretch- 
ing ahead. In the late 19th cen- 
tury, progress was an article of 
faith, and it was based on what 
the explosion of invention and 
knowledge would surely bring. 
Now. technological advance is 
taken for granted, it inspires lit- 
tle awe. 


sure of progress in candour, 
which expresses at least what 
we acknowledge ought to be 
done even if we don't achieve 
it. There are soil wars, but war 
is no longer, as it was for much 
of civilised history, a path to 
glory, a test of supreme virtue. 
Even those who preach it deny 
aggression, which used to be 
vaunted, and claim purely 
defensive justification. 

Poverty and vulnerability are 
tolerated, even exploited, but 
neither exrolled nor accepted as 
naturally ordained. 

There is in the talk, if not yet 
in Fact, an awareness of human- 
ity as a whole, inextricably 
linked. Sir Shridatb RamphaL 
the former Commonwealth 
secretary-general, said the era 
calls for an 'international civil 


u 




Human rights denied one per- 
son erodes the humanity of 
aU.” ' •• :• J •: f; . ii'C? 


The question of progress, of 
optimism, is focused on peo- 
ple. on social justice, on stop- 
ping the ravages of poverty, in 
short on moral and ethical 
progress, which are in doubL 
There is. I think, a fair mea- 


society" and a “Pax Planeta." 
The “Pax Americana is already 
out of date." he said. 

Globalisation is not so new. 
of course. The French historian 
Maurice Aymard chose to date 
it to Europe’s discovery of 


America in 1492, which glob- 
alised a lot of things including 
microbes (tuberculosis west, 
syphilis east) and vegetables 
(potatoes, tobacco, corn etc.) 
But it has a new impact on the 
way people think, and rules out 
the excuse of ignorance about 
what is happening to others. 

There was not much in the 
way of practical proposals 
about how make the third 
millennium work better for 
humanity. There were no new 
ideas, no doubt not for lack ot 
imagination but because the 
important ideas are on the 
familiar list and risk sounding 
trite or utopian without deeds. 

As Sweden's ex-Prime 
Minister Ola UHsten said. “We 
already know what has to be 
done, and for the most part we 
even know how to do it. It's 
political will that's lacking." 

Perhaps the old unquestion- 
ing belief in progress brought 
too much disappointment in 
demonstrating that there are 
never perfect solutions, only 
the opportunity to face new 
problems. But Valencia and all 
the other places w’here a new 
millennium evokes thought 
show that fatalism, cynicism 
have not won. Aspiration, and 
goodwill, exist. 


International Herald Tribune 


‘Progress along the MENA tracks would 
actually have to rely on real economic progress’ 


By Ali A. Attiga 


REVIVAL OF imer-Arab 
cooperation — its viability 
and great potential — fea- 
tured prominently at the 
Cairo Economic Summit < 
Nov. 14-16. 1996). The con- 
tent. conditions and chal- 
lenges of regional coopera- 
tion. the implications of Arab- 
European partnerships and 
the urgent demands of eco- 
nomic and technological 
globalisation posed a big 
challenge for the Arab partic- 
ipants. who seem to have 
realised, more than ever 
before, the need for a sound 
economic framework which 
would aid them in compre- 
hending the demands of 
broader regional and inlra- 
regional cooperation. 

It seemed ironic that the 
economic summits of MENA 
and Barcelona should provide 
the basis for Arab cooperation 
and solidarity, when initially 
they have bwn designed to 
fulfill two main objectives: 
( I ) pushing the peace process 
forward through an overall 
economic development plan 
engulfing the Arab countries 
as well as non-Arab countries 
including Israel, and (2) 
transforming the notion of an 
Arab identity into a geo- 


graphic Middle Eastern and 
North African notion, which 
involves countries individual- 
ly tied up by economic and 
strategic relations with other 
countries and regional blocs 
competing among themselves 
on leadership in this region. 

Similarly, the notion of 
European-Arab partnerships 
has emerged and is currently 
being developed to involve 
’ individual ' Mediterranean 
Arab countries in bilateral 
partnerships with the 
European Union, which con- 
siders those countries as a 
security belt in a politically, 
economically and culturally 
strategic sphere of the south- 
ern and eastern 
Mediterranean. 

The underlying basic 
assumption of both the 
MENA and European-Arab 
partnership plans is a Western 
view of the Arab World as 
consisting of separare identi- 
ties competing among them- 
selves and involved in pro- 
tracted conflicts that seem to 
govern their relations. 

However, contrary to any 
belief that regional arrange- 
ments would circumvent 
inter-Arab cooperation, the 
last economic summit in 
Cairo has unambiguously 
shown renewed Arab efforts 


which call for Arab economic 
cooperation as a prerequisite 
for any Arab dealings with 
other countries and economic 
blocs. What is needed now is 
a follow-up of this renewed 
awareness of the pivotal role 
of Arab economic coopera- 
tion towards the achievement 
of Arab economic prosperity 
and for the establishment of a 
sound economic base to deal 
; with- M£NA : *afld European- ■ 
Arab partnership agreements 
as well as globalisation forces 
in several areas. 

It can safely be stated that 
inter-Arab cooperation and 
joint Arab economic efforts 
are not incompatible with 
viable economic activities in 
the Arab countries within the 
MENA and European-Arab 
partnership frameworks. It 
can further be affirmed that 
enhanced Arab cooperation is 
consistent with mutually ben- 
eficial relations and 
exchanges with the European 
Union, the United States, as 
well as with other regions of 
the world. 

Serious efforts towards the 
achievement of Arab eco- 
nomic integration would have 
to build on an already existing 
economic base and would 
have to encourage the role of 
the private sector in this 


regard. More than $30 billion 
have been invested by the 
Arab countries jn several 
bilateral and multilateral eco- 
nomic projects, which have 
been rather successful despite 
the political differences and 
conflicts arising among the 
participating Arab countries. 

A considerable level of 
Arab economic integration 
would require, however, -die 
-articulation, by the public and 
private sectors, of a political 
and economic framework as 
well as the development of 
private-sector production, 
transportation and marketing 
of products and services on 
both the regional and intra- 
regional levels and on the 
basis of cooperation, comple- 
mentarities as well as compe- 
tition. 

Some Arab countries have 
already embarked on imple- 
menting economic and politi- 
cal reforms aimed at expand- 
ing the role of the private sec- 
tor and increasing its efficacy, 
and developing the role of 
civil and non -governmental 
institutions. Those countries 
should become capable of 
developing a sound economic 
base which would enable the 
Arab countries to deal with 
external Initiatives in a man- 
ner which does not jeopardise 


Arab cooperation and eco- 
nomic integration and which 
complies with emerging glob- 
alisation and partnership 
trends and with regionalism 
and intra-regionalism as 
spearheaded by the Middle 
East and North Africa confer- 
ences. Contrary to that, the 
viability of MENA confer- 
ences would be doubtful. As 


was the, case ef. the. European- 
Union, a' viable .economic 


unity could not be achieved 
prior to the solution of con- 
flicts and the setting of practi- 
cal priorities of economic 
development and political 
stability on the country level. 
It should be pointed out in 
this context that any 
prospects for progress along 
the MENA tracks would actu- 
ally have to rely on real eco- 
nomic progress on the coun- 
try level first, leading ulti- 
mately to joint Arab econom- 
ic efforts, which in turn 
would provide the basis for 
sound dealing with the larger 
and more powerful economic 
and political blocs in the 
world. 


The writer is secretary gener- 
al of the Arab Thought 
Forum. This article is reprint- 
ed from the Arab Thought 
Forum magazine. 


Dial-a-death — the ‘right’ to take a human life? 


By G vrynne Dyer 


PIONEERS ARE eccentrics 
almost by definition, but their 
obsessions can change every- 
body's agendo. This was the 
year that two men. both nick- 
named “Dr. Death" in their 
home countries, finally put 
euthanasia centre stage us a 
moral and political issue. 

Dr. Jack Kevorkian has been 
at it longer. He is a gaunt, 
hu mou rlcss. 68-ycar-old 

retired American doctor who 
has no life apart from his 
work. His sole mission in life 
is help those who want to die. 
but are physically unable to 
commit suicide. 

Kevorkian has been present 
at 45 assisted suicides in the 
United States over the past six 
years. He has faced trial three 
times, and three times the 
juries ignored strict legality 
and found him not guilty. But 
now. as the appeals percolate 
upwards to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, he is attracting the 
attention of the big guns. 

“Creating a new 'right' (to 
assisted suicide) will endanger 
society and send a false signal 
that a less than 'perfect' life is 
not worth living,” wrote 
Cardinal Joseph Bemardin. 
Catholic archbishop of 
Chicago, in November, just 
days before he himself died of 
cancer. “The law exists to pro- 
tect life. When it begins to 
legitimate the taking of life. 


one has a right to ask what lies 
ahead for our life as a society." 

Many American states rou- 
tinely take the life of convict- 
ed criminals, but let us not 
quibble. When the Catholic 
Church. the American 
Medical Association, and 29 
other organisations write to 
the Supreme Court asking it to 
condemn Kevorkian's actions, 
you can truly say that he has 
put euthanasia on the national 
agenda. And this is not just an 
American phenomenon. 

The other “Dr. Death” 
Philip Nilschke. lives in 
Australia. He is a younger, 
less obviously monomaniacal 
man. but what he lacks in 
obsession he makes up in self- 
promotion. He has assisted in 
only one suicide so far, and 
unlike Kevorkian he did not 
risk a murder charge. Since 
last July, doctor-assisted sui- 
cide has been legal in 
Australia’s Northern Territory. 
But then Nitschke donated the 
“death machine" used in that 
first suicide to a Sydney muse- 
um, as though he were some 
sort of historical figure. 

“Philip Nitschke lias gone 
one step too far.” said Bob 
Collins, a senator from the 
Northern Territory. “This is 
ghoulish. I call on him to 
desist." But there is a case for 
saying that Kevorkian and 
Nitschke are indeed historical 
figures. 

From the beginning. 


civilised states have taken 
decisions about life and death 
out of private hands. This did 
not mean an end to killing; 
The state reserved the right to 
kill its own citizens for vari- 
ous transgressions, and to kill 
foreigners in wartime. But pri- 
vate individuals were forbid- 
den to kill each other. 

There were always excep- 
tions. however. Most soci- 
eties. at most times, have tol- 
erated abortion in practice, 
even if they condemned it in 
principle. And suicide is 
inherently an unpunishable 
crime. 

At both ends of life, the law 
becomes fuzzy. The unborn 
ore not citizens, and just when 
a fertilised ovum becomes a 
human being, with full human 
rights, is a question to which 
morally serious people can 
give very different answers. 

As for suicide, some cul- 
tures have seen it as an hon- 
ourable option for people in 
difficult circumstances (impe- 
rial Rome, for example, or 
imperial Japan). Other cul- 
tures deplore it. even ban it — 
but in practice most people 
everywhere regard it as none 
of the state’s business. We 
may own nothing else, but we 
do own our own lives. 

That’s not to say that we 
approve of suicide. Some peo- 
ple regard suicide os morally 
wrong in any circumstances, 
and everybody deplores the 


waste of young lives in melo- 
dramatic teenage suicides. But 
apart from cases of mental ill- 
ness. very few of us want the 
law to get involved, and by 
and large the state respects 
that boundary. It only gets 
tricky when people cannot 
commit suicide without help. 

Even then, it is not a legal 
problem most of the time. Tf 
you are dying in agony and 
you have family or friends and 
a sympathetic doctor, then an 
accidental overdose or an 
empty oxygen tank can cut 
things short — especially if 
you have the good sense and 
good luck to die at home. 
There are thousands of gen- 
uine “mercy killings” each 
year, and it is very rare for 
somebody to be prosecuted. 

The real problem arises 
when people are mentally alert 
but physically incapacitated, 
and often in great pain, but 
months or even years away 
from death. If they want to 
die, they must have help. But 
who dares help them, at the 
risk of a murder charge? Well, 
Jack Kevorkian, for one. And 
Philip Nitschke. for another. 

"Hard cases make bad law." 
the lawyers say. and it is true. 
Given the infinite varieties of 
human greed and malice, we 
arc rightly reluctant to grant 
any individual the right to 
administer death to another 
Kevorkian and Nitschke are 
not doing it for profit or 


revenge — but some lime, 
somewhere, someone might. 

For most people, it may be 
less a moral than a practical 
calculation. Would the occa- 
sional case of abuse outweigh 
the many lives whose end 
would be eased by legalised 
euthanasia? And can we safely 
legalise assisted suicide with- 
out starting down the road to 
state-ordered “euthanasia" for 
anybody who is inconvenient? 

One way to deal with this 
would be to emulate the prag- 
matic Dutch, who left the anti- 
euthanasia law on the books 
but stopped enforcing it. In the 
past five years, around 1,500 
terminally ill Dutch citizens 
have availed themselves of 
doctor-assisted suicide, and 
nobody has been prosecuted. 

But other, more legalistic 
societies must deal with 
euthanasia in their own fash- 
ion. For the United Slates and 
Australia (and probably f or 
many other countries as well) 
Kevorkian and Nitschke have 
pushed the question to the top 
of the political agenda. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
must rule on euthanasia in the 
early months of 1997. Around 
p same “me the Australian 
Senate must decide whether or 
not to strike down the law that 
made the Northern Territory 
the only jurisdiction i n the 
world that permits it. In both 
countries, the outcome is 
impossible to foresee. 



Cumbersome 

culture 


Bv Ali Kassay 


CULTURE... Two simple 
syllables, yet they bear 
such a complexity of 
meanings... Webster's dic- 
tionary' attributes nine 
meanings to this word; of 
these, this article concerns 
itself with “the integrated 
pattern of human knowl- 
edge, belief, and behav- 
iour. that depends upon 
man’s capacity for learn- 
ing and transmitting 
knowledge to succeeding 
generations." 


I go through this expla- 1 
nation because the word 
culture is so rife with con- 
notations and implicit nor- 
mative judgements that it 
often means different 
things to different people 
even when they agree on 
its overall definition. It is 
also an emotive concept, 
since culture embraces a 
variety' of components that 
are among the essential 
constituents of one's iden- 
tity. 

One of the most fascinat- 
ing aspects of Arab culture 
in general, and Jordanian 
culture, to be more specif- 
ic. is the wealth of 
proverbs that condense the 
timeless wisdom of the 
ages into brief, witty, and 
sometimes cynical, one 
liners that comment 
cogently on any situation. 
Take, for instance, one of 
these proverbs: “Qillet el 
shughul bet'allem el 
tatriz". (for the lack of 
work one learns embroi- 
dery). 

TTiis saying probably 
describes perfectly the 
controversy over culture 
that has been taking place 
over the past three weeks. 
It all started with the 
announcement that all cul- 
tural activities would 
henceforth need the prior 
approval of the Ministry of 
Culture. 

I was particularly con- 
cerned to pin down a defi- 
nition of cultural activity. 
Does it include reading a 
book ? Of course this is 
taken care of. normally, 
since all books sold here 
have to be vetted before 
they make it to the stands. 
The most effective form of 
censorship, however, is the 
Jordanian lack on interest 
in Che written word, whicl^ 
makes it unprofitable for 
booksellers to import any- 
thing more sophisticated 
than pulp fiction. This 
forces one to smuggle 
much of bis reading mate- 
rial into the country, until 
such time as our telecom- 
munications network 
allows us to download 
books on the Internet. 
Should I now seek the 
Ministry of Culture's 
approval for the books that 
l plan to smuggle into the 
country ? 

Also, listening to music 
constitutes a cultural activ- 
ity. Would my fiancee and 
I need to present, each 
morning, the programme 
of music that we plan to 
play that evening ? Would 
we be breaking the law 
then if the muse suggests 


to us. subsequently, a dif# 

rent nnne n 7 


ferem opus 

I must say. the process of 
vetting all the above would 
require the recruitment of 
a body of staff that would 
help considerably the fight 
against unemployment 
Unfortunately, it would 
not help my prospects of 
remaining employed, 
unless l decide that life is 
too short to be spent filling 
up application forms for 
permission to read and lis- 
ten to music, and give up 
these pursuits as a bad job. 
But really, even yoghurt 
has a living culture, so 
why shouldn't Jordanians? 

However, the situation 
was resolved. As soon as 
Jordanians started devising 
ways, as they invariably 

p of circumventing the 

u/'l- ' l was rescinds U 
Which makes me wonder 
how* many people had dis- 
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*uid found it a good idea, 
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Crown Prince renews proposal 


EU envoy: Syria ready for land-for-peace tal 



(Continued from page 1) 

lively contribute io the real- 
isation of these goals. 

“Zakai has economic and 
financial dimensions that 
can effectively contribute 
to the achievement of a 
modem Islamic renaissance 
as it constitutes an impor- 
tant aspect of cooperation 
among members of soci- 
ety,” and reflects Islam’s 
call on followers of the 
faith to extend solidarity 
and support to those in 
need. 

Prince Has san, who in let- 
ter be sent to beads of state 
of Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries in 1993 called for the 
establishment of the Zakat 
and support foundation, 
explained that the role of 
the foundation would be to 
spend alms and other con- 
tributions in accordance 
with a well-thought out 
programme in needy areas 
of Muslim countries. In 
cooperation with local 
Zakat institutions in indi- 
vidual Muslim states, the 
foundation will be able to 
help the needy and reduce 
the effects of natural disas- 
ters, wars and famines on 
Muslim people, said Prince 
Has san who pointed out 
that 70 per cent of the 
world’s refugees population 
come from Muslim coun- 
tries. 

With the support of Mus- 
lim states, “the foundation 
would implement the goals 
of Zakar away from politi- 
cal interference and influ- 


ences,” said the Crown 
Prince. 

“It will present a distin- 
guished model of Islamic 
work based on constructive, 
effective involvement in 
achieving good for the peo- 
ple in the modem world,” 
Prince Hassan said in his 
speech which outlined the 
mechanism through which 
the collection and spending 
of Zakat can be made. 

The Crown Prince said 
that by specifying the cate- 
gories of people who are 
entitled to tenefit from 
alms. Islam aimed at both 
alleviating poverty, 

strengthening social coher- 
ence and increasing pro- 
ductivity. 

He said that the little per- 
centage of Zakat that Islam 
sets on possessions allows 
for the contribution of large 
number of Muslims to the 
Zakat fund, while the incre- 
mental increase of the per- 
centage on growing capital 
does not lead to the erosion 
of wealth. 

Prince Hassan said that 
Muslim scholars have 
recognised the role Zakar 
funds can play in economic 
development -and sanc- 
tioned the investment of 
Zakat funds in projects that 
can end poverty. 

In a meeting in Amman in 
1986 at the invitation of 
Prince Hassan, the Organi- 
sation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) concluded that 
Zakat funds can be invested 
in development projects to 
the benefit of beneficiaries 


‘Jordanian prisoners in 


(Continued from page 1) 

problem and the violence 
ensued thereafter. 

The Omani and Qatari 
ambassadors were accom- 
panied on the prison visit 
by Beijes Berjes, head of 
the Kuwaiti Red Crescent 
Society and Suleiman 
Majeei under-secretary of 
the Kuwaiti Foreign Min- 
istry. * 

Kuwait’s Arab Times 
newspaper quoted the 
Omani ambassador, Nasser 
A1 Kharousi, as saying that 
the Jordanian prisoners, 
“affirmed to me, during 
face-to-face interviews, that 
the treatment in the jail is 
excellent” 

“They are being detained 


in a special ward away 
from drug traffickers and 
prisoners convicted of 
criminal offences,” the 
paper quoted Mr. Kharousi 
as saying. “After the visit 
we came to know that the 
' whole issue (unrest) did not 
even involve the political 
prisoners.” the ambassador 
told the newspaper, which 
did not make clear what the 
“whole issue" was but was 
apparently referring to tbe 
incident involving; inspec- 
tion of prisoners and cells. 

■ According to independent 
reports, about 60 Jordani- 
ans are serving jail sen- 
tences in Kuwait almost all 
of them convicted by a state 
security court of having 
“collaborated” with Iraq. 


4 hold up bank at gunpoint 


of Zakai. 

Prince Hassan said that 
the proposed foundation, 
whose establishment was 
recommended by scholars 
representing all Muslim 
sects during a seminar held 
at the Royal Academy for 
Islamic Civilisation 

Research, A1 al Bait Foun- 
dation,will also be woridng 
within the framework of 
centrality which Islam pro- 
motes. 

He noted that Islam’s call 
for centrality entails the 
achievement of a balance 
under which the right to 
individual property is guar- 
anteed within a clear set up 
that protects society from 
the dangers of huge dispar- 
ities in people’s incomes 
and standards of living. 

Centrality means tackling 
the problems with which 
the human society grapples 
through balanced approach- 
es, said Prince Hassan. In 
Islam centrali t> is a com- 
prehensive approach which 
seeks balance among the 
forces of production, con- 
sumption and saving, said 
the Prince, adding that if 
this balance is achieved, 
spiritual and material sta- 
bility will prevail. 

“Zakat is an effective 
means of ensuring social 
balance and fighting depri- 
vation, creating comple- 
mentarity between (the rich 
dnd the poor) and building 
a coherent society,” said the 
Crown Prince, adding that 
if Islam’s teachings on 
Zakat are implemented, the 


Arab and Muslim worlds 
will be able to play a lead- 
ing role addressing social 
and economic problems 
and assume a tangible pres- 
ence in human efforts to 
create a better world in 
which people can lead 
secure and dignified lives. 

Prince Hassan said that 
despite Jordan’s limited 
resources, tbe Hashemite 
Charity Organisation was 
established as an institu- 
tional framework for volun- 
tary action to help consoli- 
date the principles of jus- 
tice and complementarity 
that Islam promotes, refer- 
ring to the help the organi- 
sation offered in Sudan, 
Bosnia, the Chechen repub- 
lic, Yemen and other Mus- 
lim countries. 

Prince Hassan said that 
his call in 1981 for the 
establishment of a new 
humanitarian order was 
prompted by the human 
face of Islam and its call for 
humanitarian work. 

The General Assembly of 
the United Nations unani- 
mously endorsed the estab- 
lishment of a comprehen- 
sive international frame- 
work for humanitarian 
action. 

The Independent Com- 
mission on International 
Humanitarian Issues was 
consequently established in 
1982, and in 1983 Prince 
Hassan accepted the invita- 
tion to co-chair the agency 
with Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan. 


Kuwait treated well’. 


The Arab Times said the 
British and U.S. envoys did 
not take up a Kuwaiti invi- 
tation to diplomats to visit 
the prison. The ambas- 
sadors expressed their 
confidence in the role of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross, whose dele- 
gates make regular visits to 
the detention centres but do 
not share information on 
their findings. 

The reports of Kuwaiti 
mistreatment 1 of Jordanian 
prisoners prompted His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
ask the United Stales and 
Britain to seek “clarifica- 
tion” from Kuwait on the 
treatment of the prisoners. 

The Foreign Ministry also 
asked for assistance from 


Qatar and Oman. 

The Jordanian embassy in 
Kuwait was closed in early 
1991 , when a U.S.-led mili- 
tary coalition evicted Iraq 
from the emirate. Kuwait 
maintains a diplomatic mis- 
sion in Amman but at 
charge d’affaires level. 

The Freedoms Committee 
of the Jordanian Profes- 
sional Associations Union 
■is setting up a task force 
that will include representa- 
tives of the prisoners’ fami- 
lies and all concerned 
organisations and political 
activists to campaign for 
the release of Jordanian 
prisoners in Kuwait. 


Sharif in landslide win 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Europe’s Mideast envoy 
said Tuesday that Syria is 
ready to resume tails with 
Israel on the basis of trading 
land for peace, but that the 
two governments are suspi- 
cious of one another. 

“If Prime Minister 
(Benyanrin) Netanyahu 
embraces the principle of 
land for peace, the Syrians 
are ready to go ahead,” said 
the envoy, Miguel Morati- 
nos, who came to Israel 
after holding weekend 
meetings in Damascus with 
Syrian President Hafez A3 
Assad. 

“There is mistrust 
between the new Israeli 
government and Syria. We 
are working to make this 
disappear,” Mr. Moratinos 
said after meeting with For- 
eign Minister David Levy. 

Mr. Levy said Syria and 
Israel were working on 
ways to resume negotia- 
tions. Syria wants talks to 
pick up where they left off a 
year ago, saying Mr. 
Netanyahu's predecessors, 
Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon 
Peres, agreed to a total 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who came 
to power in May, said he 
would not give up the 
Heights which Israel seized 


from Syria in the 1967 war. 

Mr. Moratinos' remarks 
Tuesday seemed to contra- 
dict an earlier optimistic 
report the European envoy 
gave to the director general 
of the foreign ministry, 
Eytan Bemsur, on his meet- 
ing with Mr. Assad. 

Mr. Moratinos told Mr. 
Bemsur the Syrians were 
ready to resume talks with 
hopes of reaching a peace 
agreement within months, 
according to a foreign min- 
istry official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The Syrian government 
daily Tishrin on Monday 
dismissed Israel’s pledge to 
try to restart peace talks 
with Syria, saying Mr. 
Netanyahu should first 
agree to pull out of the 
Golan Heights. 

Mr. Peres said Tuesday 
that Syria last year had pro- 
posed concluding a peace 
agreement in 1996. but that 
the timetable became unre- 
alistic when Mr. Assad 
refused to meet with Israeli 
leaders to resolve the key 
sticking points. 

“I said that if they wanted 
us to complete negotiations 
in 1996 they had to raise the 
negotiations to the level of 
president and prime minis- 
ter,” Mr. Peres told Israel 
radio (See page 2). 


The daily Yediot Ahronot 
said that during the Israeli- 
Syrian negotiations in early 
1996, Syria agreed to full 
normalisation with Israel, 
including flight and trans- 
portation agreements, the 
opening of phone lines, 
tourism accords and eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

Other issues remained in 
dispute and Israel did not 
discuss borders, tbe news- 
paper said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused Syria’s demand to 
resume peace talks where 
they left off, but Yediot 
quoted a senior political 
source as saying that the 
understandings reached in 
Washington could provide a 
solid basis for the renewal 
of talks. 

Mr. Moratinos wrapped 
up his latest shuttle mission 
between Syria and Israel on 
Monday. 

He said a possible formu- 
la for bridging the gap 
revolved around both 
sides' slated willingness to 
resume talks on the basis of 
U.N. Resolution 242. 

The resolution, which was 
accepted by both Israel and 
Syria when they attended 
the 1991 Madrid conference 
launching the Middle East 
peace process, sets out the 
principle of trading occu- 


pied lands for peace. 

But Mr. Moratinos said 
Israelis and Syrians differed 
over whether the concept 
applies to the Golan. 

“1 think they (Syria) are 
wailing to hear from 
Netanyahu that he is will- 
ing to base the talks on 242. 
and that 242 means land For 
peace,” Mr. Moratinos said. 

Mr. Levy said on Tuesday 
that Israel was still unclear 
about how Syria interprets 
Resolution 242 and he reit- 
erated that the current 
Israeli government would 
not be obligated by unwrit- 
ten promises made by its 
Labour predecessor. 

"We want talks without 
pressure and without prior 
conditions with rbe basis of 
Madrid that includes 242. 
We have to continue to 
work so that this basis is 
accepted by both sides," 
Mr. Levy said. 

Mr. Levy said defining 
242 would help clear the 
way to reopening the talks. 

“if the Syrians will accept 
the conditions before 
Madrid, l hope that both 
sides can reach the point 
that they can make the 
effort to bridge and find the 
understanding that will 
bring them back io the 
negotiating rahle.” 


Bashir asks Moi to mediate in Sudan conflict 


Sudan: Ethiopians quit 

■SVirv . JL X 

A SUDANESE government newspaper said on Tuesday 
that invading Ethiopian troops bave started withdraw- 
ing heavy weapons from the a key border town. 

“A report coming in late last night from the operations 
theatre indicates that tbe (Ethiopian) Tigrean forces 
have begun to withdraw their heavy military equipment 
from the town of Kwmuk,** die government-owned A* 
Sudan Al Hadiih daily said 


NAIROBI (AFP) — 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Al- Bashir Tuesday 
asked his Kenyan counter- 
part Daniel Arap Moi to 
mediate in the conflict in 
Sudan, where rebels are 
fighting the Islamic regime, 
according to Kenya’s for- 
eign minister. 

“He (Bashir) wishes Presi- 
dent Moi to continue (medi- 
ating) in this conflict and in 
particular to act as a go- 
between regionally,” For- 
eign Minister Kalonzo 
Musyoka told reporters after 
a one-hour closed-door 
meeting between the two 
leaders. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), meanwhile, offered 
to send an envoy to Sudan in 
a bid to end the fighting and 
reach a settlement to the 
strife in the country. 

UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan renewed his peace 
offer during a telephone 
conversation with General 
Bashir early Tuesday, the 


official news agency WAM 
reported. 

It said Sheikh Zayed, 
stressed the UAE's concern 
for “Sudan’s security and 
integrity to safeguard the 
interests of the Sudanese 
people, end bloodshed and 
prevent them from entering 
dangerous mazes. 

“The president expressed 
his willingness to mediate in 
arranging a dialogue 
between all the parties in 
Sudan to achieve a reconcil- 
iation and help end the fight- 
ing there. He also offered to 
send an envoy as a practical 
stan of his peace initiative,” 
the agency said. 

The rebel National Demo- 
cratic Alliance (NDA) — 
the umbrella movement 
grouping rebels and opposi- 
tion groups — launched an 
offensive in eastern Sudan 
last month in an effort to 
overthrow Gen. Bashir's 
regime. 

Gen. Bashir flew out of 
Nairobi after the meeting at 
State House, Mr. Moi’s offi- 


cial residence. 

The Sudanese leader also 
briefed Mr. Moi on what he 
called foreign involvement 
in the conflict, Mr. 
Musyoka said, without nam- 
ing those accused by Gen. 
Bashir of meddling in its 
internal affairs. 

Khartoum has accused 
Ethiopia and Eritrea of sup- 
porting the Sudanese oppo- 
sition and deploying troops 
in Sudan. Both countries 
deny the charges. 

Mr. Moi is current chair- 
man of the regional Inter- 
governmental Authority On 
Development (1GAD), 
which groups six East 


African countries, including 
Sudan. Eritrea and Ethiopia. 

The Kenyan leader has 
been spearheading efforts 
for the past two years to 
mediate in the conflict 
between the Sudanese gov- 
ernment and the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). one of the groups 
forming the NDA, under the 
auspices of 1G AD. 

The SPLA has been fight- 
ing the Sudanese govern- 
ment since 1983 to free the 
mainly Christian and ani- 
mist southern Sudan from 
domination by the Muslim, 
Arabised north. 


and get away with JD7000 


Jordan, EU expect to sign agreement 


AMMAN (T.T.) — Four 
people on Tuesday staged 
an aimed robbery at a 
branch of the Arab Bank at 
Al Israa University close to 
the Queen Alia 
International Airport and 
made away with an esti- 
mated JD7000, police said. 

Police officials told the 
Jordan Times that the four 
hooded men gagged and 
bound the two bank 
employees under the threat 
of a handgun before clear- 
ing the safe. Police were 
late Tuesday reported 
searching for die attackers 

Also on Tuesday Madaba 
police announced the arrest 
of two people who, they 
said, were trying to ped- 
dle an unspecified amount 
of foiged bank notes of the 
JD20 and the JDS bills. 


the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the Madaba 
police received complaints 
from local residents about 
forged JD20 bills circulat- 
ing in the town. 

According to the report, 
the two admitted renting a 
computer from a local firm 
which they used to pro- 
gramme and print JD20 
bills and tried to peddle 
them in the local market. 
As they found it difficult to 
peddle JD20 bills tbe two 
switched to JD5 bills, the 
police spokesman added. 

Police have since confis- 
cated the equipment used in 
the forgery arid an unspeci- 
fied amount of forged bills. 

The spokesman said 
police also arrested several 
people who had “bought” 
tbe forged bills and referred 
them to trial. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Sharif. But be found his 
own personal life splashed 
across the front pages of 
Pakistani newspapers. 

He was hounded by 
reports of his playboy past 
and opponents’ attempts to 
play up his wife’s Jewish 
heritage in this Islamic 
country. 

Mr. Sharif said he had 
been confident of a majority 
but added “frankly this is 
more than 1 had expected.” 
The stock market rose on 
tbe result 

Supporters danced in the 
streets and let off fireworks 
in bis stronghold, the Punjab 
provincial capital Lahore, 
where he won a seat 

Ml S harif , an industrial- 
ist said his top priority 
would be to create a climate 
to attract foreign invest- 
ment 

“Tbe economy is in tbe 
bad shape. The economy 
needs to be turned around. 
We have done it in tbe past 
and we need to show a bet- 
ter performance,” he told 


(Continued from page 1) 

Labour government to facil- 
itate peace talks with tbe 
Palestinians. 

Tbe freeze was lifted in 
August by the Netanyahu 
government despite protests 
by the Palestinians and for- 
eign governments, including 
the United Stales, and tire 
European Union. 

The other 2,500 existing 
apartments have been sold 
since Mr. Netanyahu came 
to office in june, the min- 
istry spokesman said, in part 
thanks to hefty government 
subsidies provided by the 
right-wing government. 

The Haaretz newspaper 
reported Tuesday that the 
housing ministry constnic- 


reporters in Lahore. 

“The first thing to do is to 
create an investment cli- 
mate, attract foreign invest- 
ment, get rid of debts and 
debt-servicing,” be said. 

■ On foreign policy Mr. 
Sharif said he would review 
Pakistan’s policy cm neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan. 

“We will have to give a 
fresh look to Afghanistan,” 
Mr. Sharif told AFP. ‘it 
needs change and alteration. 
A consensus is needed. 
There must be a new dia- 
logue for good results.” 

^ don’t know if Pakistan 
gave support to the Taleban 
Islamic" militia, he said. “If 
Pakistan has followed that 
policy, it is time to review 
dial policy." 

In the previous house, Ms. 
Bhutto’s party had 86 seats 
and Mr. Sharif s 68. The 
elections were triggered by 
the dismissal of Ms. Bhut- 
to’s government cm the 
oider of President Farooq 
Leghari three months ago 
on charges of corruption and 
misrule. 


don proposal for 1997 is 
part of a broader plan to 
build some 35,000 new 
homes in occupied territo- 
ries. 

Some 140,000 Israelis live 
in 144 settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Under the 1995 interim 
peace accord between 
Israelis and Palestinians, the 
future of the settlements is 
to be decided in negotiations 
on a permanent peace deal 
which are due to resume by 
mid-March. 

The Palestinians charge 
that moves to expand the 
settlements prior to the con- 
clusion of these negotiations 
is a violation of the interim 
agreement, an interpretation 
rejected by Mr. Netanyahu. 


70 soldiers 
killed 

(Continued from page 1) 

because of the accident. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat telephoned Mr. 
Netanyahu to express his sor- 
row over the accident, Israeli 
state television reported. 

Guest houses in Shaar 
Yshuv were damaged and set 
on fire by the crash and the 
sound of munitions exploding 
could be beard in the area, 
witnesses said, but there were 
no civilian casualties report- 
ed 

“I was taking a shower 
when I heard a series of 
explosions. When I went out- 
side 1 saw the remains of the 
Yasur in flames.'* Oren Guer- 
sboni, a resident of Shaar 
Yshuv, told Israel television. 

The army was trying to con- 
firm the identities of the dead 
and set up special emergency 
□umbers for families with rel- 
atives in the northern zone to 
call for information. 

Israel's Channel Two televi- 
sion showed pictures of bod- 
ies being carried away from 
tbe cash site. 

No residents from the set- 
tlement were hurt, witnesses 
said. "One helicopter crashed 
into a home, the other into a 
building site,” she said. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
announced a high-level inves- 
tigation into the collision. 

"The chief of staff and the 
defence minister have opened 
an investigation into the caus- 
es and circumstances of this 
terrible accident” Mir. 
Netanyahu said in a brief 
address on national televi- 
sion. “All the people of Israel 
are with tbe families . of those 
killed, these soldiers were all 
our sons.7 he said. 

“1 pray that this kind of cat- 
astrophe will never happen 
again,” he said. 


(Continued from page 12) 

produce what the EU 
demands”Dr. Amman said 
he firmly believed that “it is 
not the tariff system” that 
puts prohibitions on Jor- 
danian exports, but rather it 
tbe quality of our prod- 
ucts and their type." 

Dr. Amman said the 
Europeans showed some 
flexibility at the meeting 
regarding the cumulative 
rules of origin 

He said that now coun- 
tries of the Mediterranean 
region could benefit from 
cumulative rules of origin 
before completing free 
trade agreements among 
themselves as previously 
requested by tbe EU. 

Jordan had objected to 
new cumulative rules of 
origin requirements from 
the EU which had essential- 
ly aspired to force a free- 
trade area in the region. 

The EU was demanding 
that the 12 Mediterranean 
partners complete free- 
trade agreements among 
themselves In order to ben- 
efit from cumulative rules 
of origin. 

Under cumulative rules of 
origin, Jordan can add any 
inputs imported from 
Europe as one originating 
in Jordan. 

“Now southern Mediter- 
ranean countries should not 
necessarily complete these 
agreements to benefit from 
cumulative rules of origin. 
They should at least be 
(heading towards that 
direction),” Dr. Ammari 
said. 

However, Mr. Gazzo 
stressed that this “should 
not be an excuse” for 
Mediterranean countries 
not to establish free-trade 
agreements among them- 
selves. 

“If they do not have free- 
trade agreements they 


woultf not reap full bene- 
fits” from their agreements 
with tbe EU, said Mr. 
Gazzo. 

Jordan signed a free-trade 
agreement with Egypt last 
year, and is seeking a sim- 
ilar accord with Tunisia. 

Free-trade between Jor- 
dan, Israel and the Palestin- 
ian territories has been 
delayed due to the stale- 
mate in the peace process 
which dampened Jordan’s 
enthusiasm to sign a similar 
bilateral deal with Israel. 

Regarding the issue of the 
right of establishment. Dr. 
Ammari said the Europeans 
agreed to a Jordanian 
demand that non-Jordani- 
ans should not own more 
than 50 per cent of any Jor- 
danian entity. 

With reference to intellec- 
tual property rights (1PR), 
Jordan has been granted a 
total grace period of seven 
years to review, rewrite and 
enforce internationally 
acceptable 1PR laws, said 
Dr. Amman. 

He added that Jordan has 
five years from the time the 
agreement comes into 
effect, and two years prior 
to the agreement 

Jordan seeks to protect its 
multi-million dinar phar- 
maceutical industry, which 
accounted for $120 million 
in exports in 1 995. 

Mr. Gazzo conceded that 
the implementation of IPR 
laws was likely to hurt cer- 
tain sectors of the economy, 
but argued that would bene- 
fit others. 

He added that IPR laws 
would also guarantee better 
quality products which 
"could easily penetrate EU 
markets.” 

Jordan is also negotiating 
accession with the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
and officials are unsure of 
what could be achieved in 
terms of IPR. 


Dr. Ammari earlier told 
the Jordan Times that 
“whatever we agree with 
the WTO will be binding to 
us in relation to our agree- 
ment with the EU.” 

In general, Mr. Gazzo 
said the Euro-Jordan part- 
nership agreement will sup- 
port Jordan in its efforts to 
upgrade a wide segment of 
the economy. 

While recognising that 
Jordan has exerted strenu- 
ous efforts to improve the 
economy Mr. Gazzo had 
said that it still needed to 
“put its act together in order 
to attract foreign invest- 
ments and capital." 

The 1 995 Barcelona 
Conference, which brought 
together 27 European coun- 
tries and 12 Mediterranean 
countries, called for the 
establishment of associa- 
tion agreements between 
the EU and countries of the 
Mediterranean region with 
the aim of creating the 
world's largest free-trade 
zone by 2010. 

The Barcelona Declara- 
tion also aimed at creating 
long-term stability based on 
three pillars: a political and 
security cooperation, eco- 
nomic and financial coop- 
eration and cooperation in 
social, cultural and human 
affairs. 

The EU has adopted the 
MEDA programme which 
allocated a budget of 4.6 
billion ECUs ($5.8 mil- 
lion) in grants for the 
Mediterranean countries for 
the year 1996-1999. 

Israel, Morocco and 
Tunisia have concluded 
partnership agreements 
with the EU, which is also 
negotiating similar accords 
with Iordan. Egypt, 
Lebanon, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
Exploratory talks are 
underway with Syria. 


A police spokesman told 

Peru president returns to 
stalled talks on hostages 


LIMA (AFP) — Peruvian 
President Alberto Fujimori, 
after winning White House 
support for his handling of the 
hostage crisis, returned home 
Tuesday to leftist rebels here 
who rule out formal talks on 
tbe fate of their 72 captives. 

As if to underscore their 
determination. Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
rebels holding the Japanese 
embassy residence since Dec. 
17 fired into tbe air before 
dawn Tuesday to mark the 

anniv ersary of a clash between 

textile union members and 
police 18 years ago. 

“For the proletarian mar- 
tyrs,” tiie rebels shouted over a 
megaphone after firing one 
shot for each union member 
that died outside Lima in 1979. 

“The struggle is not over,” 
said Nestor Cerpa Cartolini. 
head of the rebel commando 
and a former head of the union 


that occupied tbe Cromotex 
textile plant which was 
stormed by security forces on 
Feb. 4, 1979. 

One policeman was also 
killed in the shootouL 

On his visit to Washington, 
which included a meeting with 
President Bill Clinton, Mr. 
Fujimori said that progress has 
been made towards resolving 
the extended standoff. 

In an interview with PBS 
television in Washington, Mr. 
Fujimori said Monday that 
mediators in the crisis were 
“working on a document” that 
could serve as a basis for pre- 
liminary talks with the Tupac 
a mam rebels. 

‘There’s been some 
progress. We’re now moving 
on to these preliminary conver- 
sations in which we could on 
the basis of that document ... 
proceed to definitive conversa- 
tions.” Mr. Fbjimori said. 


Israel ploughs ahead with plans 
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Arab Gulf states in drive 
to boost internal trade 


| Iraq negotiating post-embargo oil contracts 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states are plan- 
ning measures to boost 
flagging trade among them 
in Line with their long- 
standing economic pact 
which calls for creation a 
common market, a local 
newspaper has reported. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, 
which set up their alliance 
in 1981, said they would 
create what they called a 
“Gulf troika” to identify 
obstacles and find solutions 
to the low trade among 
them. 

The proposal for the first 
Gulf committee of its kind 
was contained in a letter 
sent to member states by 
GCC Secretary General 
Jamil A1 Hujailan and pub- 
lished in the United Arab 
Emirates tUAEi daily A1 
Bayan. 

The troika will group the 
undersecretaries of the 
commerce ministries in 
member states and should 
meet six times every year, 
the paper said. 

Mr. Hujailan. a Saudi, has 


invited the undersecretaries 
and other officials to meet 
in April to discuss the issue 
and draw up an action plan. 

“The committee will meet 
at least six times every year 
to discuss ways of boosting 
trade among member states 
and resolve any commer- 
cial disputes that might 
arise from the exchange of 
home-made products” it 
said. 

The Riyadh-based GCC 
secretariat has already com- 
pleted a study on the obsta- 
cles blocking the commer- 
cial exchange in the six 
members. The study cov- 
ered 139 national industrial 
companies in the region. 

The study found that fail- 
ure by the GCC countries to 
agree on a unified customs, 
tariff was one of the main 
hindrances in the move- 
ment of goods. 

Other factors include the 
disparity in commercial 
laws, incentives, specifica- 
tions of the products, high 
transport costs, competi- 
tion, similarity in products, 
and difficulties in obtaining 


visas for foreign truck dri- 
vers. 

Al Bayan quoted the 
GCC letter as saying unifi- 
cation of customs tariffs 
and removal of administra- 
tive and technical obstacles 
would largely increase 
inter-GCC trade, which has 
remained below 10 per cent 
of their total trade of more 
than $100 billion per year. 

GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Oman. 
Qatar. Kuwait and the UAE 
— have been haggling over 
a single customs tariff on 
imports for several years in 
a bid to create a common 
market stipulated by their 
1983 economic accord. 

But a customs union has 
been held up by differences 
over the level of tariff, 
which widely varies in the 
political, defence and eco- 
nomic bloc. 

Economists said trade 
among GCC nations was 
also low because most of 
their exports is oil. which is 
sold to other countries. 


Lebanon’s parliament approves ’97 
budget with 36 % expected deficit 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
parliament Monday approved 
a 6,433 billion Lebanese 
pounds (S4.15 billion) state 
budget For 1997 with a 36 per 
cent deficit of income against 
expenditure. 

The 128-raember parliament 
voted to approve the budget 
draft despite a stormy five-day- 
debate in which deputies 
accused the government of 
sinking the country in debt and 
criticised it for repeated budget 
overruns. 

The budget sets 1997 expen- 
diture at 6.433 billion 
Lebanese pounds ($4.15 bil- 
lion) against revenue of 4,100 
billion — a shortfall of 36 per 
cent. 

Only one deputy, Tahir Al 
Khatib, out of 106 present dur- 
ing the session voted against 
the overall budget Seven oth- 
ers, including three Hizbollah 
deputies, former prime minis- 
ter Selim Al Hoss and former 
speaker Hussein Al Husseim 
abstained. 

Threatened that Prime Min- 
ister Hariri might call for a vote 
of confidence if they insist on 
demanding a cap on treasury 


bill issues, deputies approved 
an article that gave the govern- 
ment a free hand to issue any 
amount of bills to cover trea- 
sury needs. 

The issue of monetary sta- 
bility is an essential comer of 
the government’s policy,” Mr. 
Hariri said earlier. 

■*We insist that article six 
should be approved without 
amendments otherwise we 
demand a vote of confidence in 
the government," he added. 

Hariri’s government pledged 
however to inform parliament 
about any issues that exceed in 
value the proposed deficit tar- 
get- ‘ ' 

Another controversial article 
. giving the ministry of finance 
die right to destroy documents 
and official records was can- 
celled in an article-by-article 
vote. 

The government has present- 
ed the 1997 budget as an 
attempt to restrain spending 
and slash the chronic deficits 
partly caused by heavy spend- 
ing on Mr. Hariri’s multi-bil- 
lion dollar postwar reconstruc- 
tion programme. 

Mr. Hariri said during die 


rooming session that the deficit 
could be cut and debt repaid by 
boosting the productive sectors 
and increasing job opportuni- 
ties. 

About 40 per cent of 1997 
proposed spending will go to 
debt servicing and interest — 
some 100 billion pounds up on 
last year. 

Some deputies described the 
budget as “unproductive” say- 
ing the total spending allocated 
to ministries of industry, agri- 
culture and tourism did not 
exceed 1.29 per cent of the 
total proposed spending. 

Other deputies said the level 
of public indebtedness was dis- 
astrous. Total • debt readied 
510348 billion at the end of 
December 1996, a figure 
which according to some 
deputies approaches 

Lebanon's estimated gross 
domestic product. 

The 1996 deficit overran its 
37.6 per cent target to reach 51 
per cent In 1994 and 1995, the 
deficit exceeded targets of 43 
per cent and 44 per cent, reach- 
ing 57 and 47 per cent. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
! Creeps 
5 Appraised 
10 Wise 

14 Hodgepodge 

15 Dodge 

16 Nautical term 

17 Fasting period 
IS Nonalcoholic 

dnrtk 

20 Work unit 

21 Toledo's 
waterfront 

22 Unfruitful 

24 Of greater size 

23 Actor's aim 
29 Control 

31 Nigenan 

32 Monastery 
superior 

34 Respond 

35 Cager's gp- 

36 Canine sound 

37 City in 
Belorussia 

38 Grown old 

39 Enzyme: suff. 

40 Like beaches 

41 Runners 

42 Spy org. 

43 Connectives 

44 Drugstore: abbr. 

45 Trees 
47 Lauds 

50 Bypass, in a 
way 

53 Bom 

54 Certain rhizome 
57 Mountain lake 
56 Sports arena 

59 Extinguish 

60 Egyptian sacred 
bull 

61 Sunrise 

62 Witch town 

63 It's clear to me 

DOWN 

1 Shoe bottoms 

2 Warn 

3 Elaborate 
ornamentation 

4 Drunkard 

5 Entertain 
sumptuously 

6 Same 

7 MelOdV 
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54 [55 156 


by Harold B. Counts 


S Advantage 
9 Certain salted 
ground 

10 Yataghan 

11 Ginger drink 

12 — whiz! 

13 Poetic 
contraction 

19 Laughing 
21 Cadence 
23 Chess piece 

25 Cookies 

26 Waned 

27 Paths 

29 Tears apart 

30 Simple 

32 Banana kin 

33 Seasoning herb 

34 Peel 

37 Roofs 

38 Jai — 

40 Ranee's 

garment 
4t Matted mass 
44 For the time 
being 
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46 Chicago suburb 52 Squalid 

47 Ordinary 54 Deity 

language 55 a Yankee 

48 Uncanny doodle..." 

49 Feel 56 Vane dir. 

51 Malay boat: var. 57 Mai — 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraq is 
arranging contracts with Russ- 
ian, Indian, Malaysian and 
Chinese companies for oil 
exploration and production 
after any lifting of the U.N. 
embargo, the weekly Middle 
East Economic Survey* 
iMEESj has reported. 

Iraq has already initialled an 

agreement with Malaysia's 
Petronas for exploration and 
production in one of eight 
blocs in the southwest of the 
country between the Euphrates 
River and the borders with Jor- 
dan, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Russia's Lukoil said 
Wednesday in Moscow it 
would sign a $3.8 billion con- 
tract to participate in the devel- 
opment of the West Quma field 
in southern Iraq, the largest 
field in the country with 
reserves estimated at 19 billion 
barrels of oiL 

Surface facilities at the field 
were "badly damaged and pfl- 
laged in early 1991 following 
Desert Storm," the weekly 
newsletter said, referring to the 
U.S.-led campaign which oust- 
ed Iraqi troops from Kuwait in 
the Gulf War. 

Once the agreement is 
signed, the Lukoil-led consor- 
tium. which includes 
Zarubezhneft and Machinoim- 
port, could let other foreign 
firms handle some pans of die 
project, according to MEES, 
which is published in Nicosia. 

MEES also said negotiations 
between Baghdad and an Indi- 
an consortium have reached an 
advanced stage on jointly 
developing a bloc of the south- 
eastern Halfaya field whose 
reserves are estimated at four 
billion barrels, with a potential 
production capacity of 220,000 
barrels a day. 

The consortium includes the 
Indian state-owned Oil and 
Natural Gas Commission and 
privately owned Reliance 
Industries Ltd. 

The field was discovered in 
1977 but work there was aban- 
doned because of the start of 
the Iran-lraq war in 1980. 

In addition, Iraq has initialled 
an agreement for joint produc- 
tion in the Ahdab field with the 
China National Petroleum 
'Corporation and the Chinese 
military-industrial company 
Norinco. 

Ahdab is estimated to have 
reserves of 1.4 billion barrels 
and a potential production 
capacity of S0,000 barrels a 
day. 

The Iraqi parliament has 
already approved the deal 
which is expected to be ratified 
by the Iraqi cabinet and Revo- 
lutionary Command Council 
the weekly said. 

Baghdad and Ankara signed 
an agreement in December to 
develop several gas fields to 
export 10 billion cubic metere 
of natural gas annually over 20 
years, MEES said. 

These contracts depend of 
the complete abolition of the 


embargo imposed on Iraqi in 
1990 by the United Nations 
following its invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The embargo was partly lift- 
ed in December to allow Bagh- 
dad to sell about 500.000 bar- 
rels a day of crude oil lo pay 
for food and medicine and war 
reparations. 

Meanwhile, Iraq intends to 
develop its oil pipeline network 
with neighbouring countries in 
preparation for a lifting of the 
U.N. embargo imposed on the 
country more than six years 
ago. 

“Iraq is envisaging develop- 
ing in the near future its net- 
work of pipelines across neigh- 
bouring countries to increase 


its capacity for crude exports 
and to guarantee the passage of 
Iraqi oil,” Sami Sharif, under 
secretary at the oil ministry, 
was quoted as saying by the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA). 

He said development of the 
network was necessary 
because of the increase in 
Iraq's oil export capacity, cur- 
rently 2 5 million barrels a day. 

Under a U.N. oti-for-food 
deal which took effect in 
December. Iraq can export $2 
billion of oil over six months to 
pay for food and medicine as 
well as defray U.N. costs and 
contribute to 1991 Gulf war 
reparations. 

It was the first easing of crip- 
pling LIN. sanctions since they 


were imposed after Iraq invad- 
ed Kuwait in August 1990. 

Uader the U.N. accord. Iraqi 
oil is exported through a joint 
Iraqi -Turkish pipeline which 
was shut down after the inva- 
sion of Kuwait, and via the port 
of Mina Al Bakr in the north of 
the Gulf. 

Iraq, a member of die Organ- 
isation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, has a second 
pipeline, also shut down after 
the invasion, which goes 
through Saudi Arabia to the 
Red Sea port of Yanbu. 

Iraq’s oil reserves, at an esti- 
mated 1 12 billion barrels, are 
the second laigesi in the world 
after Saudi Arabia’s. 
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(or Currencies & Cross Rates 


US Dollar 

- 

1.6423 

0 . 6177 

1.4259 

122.21 

1.3410 

1620.10 

1.8431 

DE Mark - . 

0.6089. 

. 

0.3759 

6.8682 

7440 

0.8167 

986.78 

T.123T 

CB Seedling 

1.6190 

2.6590 

- 

2.3091 

197.74 

2.1711 

2625.05 

Z9BM 

.,'.CR-.£nac~ : . 

0.7013 

115.08 

0.4327 

' - 

85.66. 

0.9401 

1*36.27 

'129129 • 

JP Yen 

.0.0082 

1.3431 

0.5052 

1.1660 

- 

1.0969 

13.25 

150.88 

\\CA Dollar . 

0.7457 

132 

0.4639 

1.0566 

i.io 

- 

1194.11 

1.3626 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0134 

0.3810 

0.0880 

1327.49 

0.8274 

- 

11.38 

.#> KL. Guilder 

0.5426 

89.04 

0.3346 

77.31 

66^1 

0.7268 

878.04* 

- ■ 


0.1802 

0.2957 

0.1112 

25.6761 

21.98 

0.2414 

33J1 

33.2100 


Price* a* at 4/02/97 17:45 


5.5495 
I *3418; 
8.9919 
3.8012 
4.5425 
'4.1064. 
3.4265 
3.0095 


Mid-East Currencies 


Brcnr 23.65 23.60 

W.Tcii =;Z4.15‘ 24.10 
Bony 23.65 23.60 

Dijb'af 20,49' 20.25 

UL Gas 214.00 214.00 

Metal Prices 

Silver (ax’s) 4.88 4.9 

Platinum (uz's) 352 353 

ALpMontbi) SN/ADR N/ADRF 
CUP Months) 8N/ADR N/ADRF 
23nc ip kloniiuV#N/A DR N/A DRF 
Lead (5 Months) #TUA DR N/ADRF 
*NI '(3' Month*) #N/A DR N/A ORF 


SA Rival 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 




0.2666 

0.4381 

. 0.2724 

0.44763 

3.3062 

5.43183 

0.3770 

4.3592 

2.019 ' 

3.3125 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


5.28 

5.40 

5.40 

5.G5 

5.94 

6.06 

6£Q. 

6.38 

0.43 

0.35 

0.35 

0.38 

3.03 

.. 3.03 . 

: 3-0* 

••,•2.95 

3.20 

3.23 

3.25 

3.28 

1.50 

1.59 ' 

• 1.59 


7.41 

7.25 

6.86 

8.76 


Main Equfrv Indicics 


New York 
. ■ ’ Newvork 
London 
Tokyo ' • 
Paris 

■fOvFronkfbrr y 


lisas#? 




DOW JONES 

6793.08 

-13.08 

-0.19 6804.62 

SAP 500 

785.49 

-1.24 

-0.16 7*6.73 

FT-SE mo 

4265.3 

7.5 

0.18 4276.3 

NIKXiE 225 

18314.33 

228 .38 

1.28.' 186293 

CAC40 

2506.17 

-2.38 

-0.09 2519.9 

. v dax 

•3067.06 

4.77 

0*16 30&07 


Encrgy 


* JOD Cross Rates 


CofTce (c/tbs) 
--Cocoa (S/ronj 
Sugar (S/ton) 

• iVYheit (S/tbn) . 
l Soya (c/lbs) 

! v-Jea.{itg/kg) r; 

Barley (S/bsh) 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

' GB Stcrilfng . 

"1/1497* 

1.1554 

DE Mark 

0. 4302 

0.4324 

CH Franc 

0.4973' 

0.4998 

FR Franc 

0.1273 

0.1279 

JP Yen • .' 


NL Guilder 

0.3831 

0.385 

rfUrii - 


■urns: 

Source: Centra 

Bank of 

Jordan. 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST 

FOR WEDNESDAY, 

FEBRUARY 5, 1997 j! 

By Thomas S. Pierson, - - 
Astmlager, Carroll r *r 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to: 
April 19) An uncomfort- 
able situation may arise 
today with a follow asso- 
ciate, however maintain" 
your poise and 'compo- 
sure. Be enthusiastic: 
about some public activi- 
ties which can be quite 
beneficial to your career 
activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to: 
May 20) Your" career 
activities may seem difiF 
cult this morning, howev?] 
er it's all in your head^ 
which must be dealt with.' 
Don't allow a fellow asso£ 
date to bother you anil; 
you can discover thar^S 
smile works wonders. M 
GEMINI: fMay 21 
June 21) A good friend^ 
has a fine suggestion 
today for an amusement 
you can both enjoy. A cre^ 
ative idea may seem* 
flawed later this evening^ 
however keep at it and. 
you notice the type c$ 
improvement you desire.- 
MOON CHILDREN^ 
(June 22 to July 21 } Don’t, 
let a family friend upset 
you today, thereby year 
can bend with fee wind; 
and handle any difficult 
situation. Make sure youj- 
home is in fine shape for 
entertaining, and invite- 
many guests to your rea-' 
dence. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Find a fellow associ- 
ate today you can rely on 
to back you on a new plan 
and thereby achieve much, 
success. Don't be subtle 
later this evening when" 
talking with others, be 
direct and confident - in 
your attitude. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Discuss 
your finances with an 
expert today, as you’ve 
overlooked a very lucra- 
tive opportunity. Thke it 
easy and rest up tonight so 
that you can handle the 
business decisions which 
must be made for the days 
ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You may 
have difficulty making 
decisions this morning, so 
you should meet with 
some favourite friends 
later tonight and have a 
wonderful time together. 
Today you can discuss 
new career opportunities 
with a bigwig. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Your 
mate can be very affec- 
tionate today and tonight, 
and this will help you for- 
get about that private con- 
cern. Don’t be confused 
about this situation and 
show that you have devel- 
oped a thick skin for diffi - 
culti es. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Decide exactly what you 
want to achieve today, 
then labour towards that 
goal which can make your 
career activities success- 
ful. Enjoy a forgotten 
hobby liner this evening 
with an old friend and. 
have a wonderful rima 
together. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
may be apprehensive 
today about approaching a 
superior for a favour, how- 
ever be warm and courte- 
ous and you’ll easily get 
your wishes. Later this 
evening will be good for 
seeking the advice of 
knowledgeable people. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You'll 
need assistance today 
from friends in order to 
[ Kike a trip you've been 
planning. A close friend\ 
suggestions may sound 
absurd, however think 
them over and you will 
decide later this evening 
mat they have merit 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Before starting. 
a disagreement over a dis- 
puted bill today, be sure 
you’re armed with all the 
facts so that you aren’t 
making any erroneous 
assumptions. Show more 
affection for your matp. 
and he or she will be 

appreciative. 

Birthstone of February: 
Amethyst — Onyx. 
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Survey sees investment trend shifting 
to Asia, Latin America and eastern Europe 


united nations rR) 

— Multinational firms 
are expected to shift 
some investments from 
the- United States and 
western Europe to Asia 
followed by Latin Ameri- 
ca and eastern Europe, 
said a French government 
survey released Monday. 

In .Asia, China, fol- 
lowed by Indonesia, 
Thailand and Malaysia 
are expected to attract the 


largest foreign invest- 
ments over the next five 
years, according to Fab- 
rice Hatem of France's 
ministry of economic 
affairs. 

His report said Africa 
and the Middle East had 
little appeal for multina- 
tional corporations 

because of “perceived 
political risk” and limited 
growth prospects com- 
pared to other developing 


Jordanians still insist on maintaining 
savings in foreign currencies, senior 
British Bank official says 


** TOTAL DEPOSITS at the banking system in Jor- 
dan have grown by only 3.7 per cent to reach t he 
equivalent of S8.4 billion at the end of 1996, Edward 
Farl the deputy executive director of the British R ank 
in Amman, has said. But, he added, deposits in foreign 
ardencies amounted to about $3.3 billion having 
increased by 3.5 per cent, a rate that is almost equal to 
the growth of total deposits including those denomi- 
nated in dinars- “This means that the Jordanian saver 
insists n* Elding to foreign currencies despite 

- ig less *han deposits in dinars,’' Mr. Far 

- iOting Thai rs in foreign currencies lose 

0- ‘cent of ini erential. 

' r highlight*. . . 'hievements of the British 
.'?■ 1 Jordan by revealing that the bank boosted its 

prei profit by 15 per cent last year to reach the 
equi alent of $8.6 million. Noting that the income tax 
has been reduced last year from 50 per cent to 35 per 
cent, Mr. Far pointed out that the $4.9 milli on net 
profit in 1996 was 35 per cent higher than the 1995 
figure. 

Other financial results were the increase in total assets 
by 1 1 .5 per cent to the equivalent of $301.7 million of 
which $159.3 million were credit facilities extended 
to various economic sectors in the Kingdom. The 
credit facilities, which accounted for 61 per cent of the 
total deposits were 25.5 per cent above the amount 
extended in 1 995. The deposits, which were higher by 
'Jj5 per cent, totalled the equivalent of $260.9 million 
Si JgndapiaBcand foreign cureencye&Bs^^^..---.- r - --«■*» 
Aeesfding to Mr. Far, most banks operating in Jordan 
suffegfirom a dinar liquidity shortage as most liquidi- 
ty yras sucked into high-yielding certificates of 
deposit issued by the Central Bank to maintain mone- 
tary, stability in the country. “This situation has trig- 
gered a sharp competition among banks to attract 
deposits and maintain a suitable level of liquidity,” the 
senior British Bank official said noting that interest on 
dinar deposits have reached about 10 per cent. 
TheUritish Bank raised its capital by 50 per cent last 
year and, as such, the capital stands now at JD10 mil- 
lion. In addition, the bank has purchased four dunums 
of land in Jabal Amman’s Fifth Circle area to build ,i 
regional management for the bank in the Kingdom (A1 
Aswaq + A1 Ra'i). 



I was much thinner before we 
started dating. Your lipstick 
must be fattening.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by HonH Arnold and Mlk* A/fllrton 


i Jnscrambte these tour Jumbles, 
Oi e letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


GOARC 


CIBIMMIUSi 
Mftym Baton 

ROMAR 


■n»«. thera-somaone 
aba wfi coma along 
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countries. 

The exceptions were 
South Africa and six 
North African countries 
bordering the Mediter- 
ranean. 

The study, which 
included interviews with 
310 international corpo- 
rations and experts, was 
conducted by the min- 
istry’s Study Centre on 
International Investment 
in collaboration with the 
U.N. Centre for Trade 
and Development. 

It predicted a rapid 
increase in foreign direct 
investment flows, both in 
absolute terms and as a 
proportion of corporate 
investment budgets. The 
companies were shifting 
sales, production and ser- 
vices abroad but keeping 
“core” functions such as 
research and decision- 
making at home. 

Currently more than 
half of total global for- 
eign investment is con- 
centrated in western 
Europe and North Ameri- 
ca. 

“Since 1992, however, 
there has been a marked 
shift in favour of devel- 
oping economies, which 
captured 40 per cent of 
worldwide inflows in 
1993-1994” Mr. Hatem 
told reporters. 

Asian economies, par- 
ticularly China, were 
expected to reap the 
largest share in the devel- 
oping world. But invest- 
ment was expected to rise 
also in Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile and Mexico as well 
as central and eastern 
Europe. 

So far, the increase has 
mainly benefited China 
and members of the Asso- 
ciation of South East 


Asian nations but India 
and Vietnam are expected 
to reap some benefits as 
conditions for foreign 
investments improve 
there. 

The attraction for 
multinational are huge 
markets, moderate regu- 
lation, prospects for rapid 
growth — and low labour 
costs coupled with 
improving technical 
skills. 

The report warned that 
obstacles remained, 
including an “uncertain 
regulatory environment” 
and “inadequate protec- 
tion" for intellectual 
property rights in China. 

Despite this trend, the 
United States and Canada 
as well as western Europe 
were expecred to remain 
a priority for foreign 
companies in the near 
future. 

The United States 
offered an expanding 
economy, a skilled flexi- 
ble workforce, expertise 
in advanced technology 
and a highly liquid stock 
market, the study said. 

Western Europe, which 
has attracted most for- 
eign direct investment 
over the past 10 years, is 
expected to remain 
steady for the next five 
years but not increase 
dramatically. 

“The consequences of 
the move to economic 
and monetary union are a 
positive factor,” the 
report said of Europe. 

“On the other hand, 
commonly cited draw- 
backs include modest 
growth prospects, along 
with levels of tax and 
welfare levies that are 
generally considered 
excessive,” it said. 


IQDm?, 2 bedroom J large living 
room, third floor, central tieating, 
between Sixth and Seventh Circles. 

Tel.: 814736 RADWAN. 


) ? [ ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Faculty of Arts at Yarmouk University in Irbid- 
Jordan, invites applicants in: 

1- English Literature or American Literature. 

2- English Literature and Criticism 

Applicants should: 

A- Have Ph.D. 

B- Have a good grade in B,M and Ph.D degree. 

C- Graduated from Accredited Universities. 

Please send resumes, transcripts, certificates, to the 
following address not later than February 26, 1997. 
Yarmouk University, 

Department of Personnel, 

Faculty Staff Affairs Division, 
Irbid-Jordan 
P.O. Box 566 

Fax: (02) 247817 
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Funds buying Jordan shares, 
hope for 1 997 reforms 


By Suleiman AI Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Foreign buy- 
ing in Jordan's stock 
exchange has picked up 
sharply in the last two 
months in anticipation of a 
government drive to speed 
up economic reforms in 
1997, Jordanian financial 
analysts said Monday. 

Jordanian investment 
managers said they saw 
growing signs since 
December of dedicated 
Middle East funds, which 
include Jordan as a main 
component, and global 
funds picking up blue-chip 
shares. 

“At least 10 established 
Middle East funds have 
entered the market and 
built up portfolios over the 
last two months,” said Ziad 
Al Basha, securities man- 
ager at Jordan’s British 
Bank. 

Analysts estimate over 
the last two months global 
funds have accounted for 
around $11 million, or 16 


per cent, of a total S70 mil- 
lion trading turnover on the 
Amman exchange. That 
compares with $21 million 
for the whole of last year. 

Funds focused on a dozen 
blue-chip industrials and 
banks including mainly 
state-owned potash, phos- 
phates and cement and a 
handful of leading drug and 
tourism firms. 

Omar Masri, managing 
director of Atlas Invest- 
ment Group, while not 
expecting a major inflow in 
first quarter of 1997, said 
Middle East specialist 
funds which follow the 
market on a daily basis are 
“seeking to position them- 
selves selectively in antici- 
pation of a rebound.” 

He said the funds would 
be closely watching for 
progress in Jordan's IMF- 
directed economic reforms 
before stepping up then- 
purchases. Rapid reforms 
and state sell-offs in other 
regional markets like 
Egypt, and Arab company 
listings outside the region 


have helped eclipse Jor- 
dan’s bourse in 1996. 

Global fund managers 
complain of a shortage of 
available shares in the pop- 
ular blue-chip firms due to 
both a 50 per cent foreign 
ownership ceiling and local 
investors holding on to 
stock bought at high prices, 
further hindering supply. 

They estimate less than 
five per cent is available in 
blue-chips, since most are 
either majority govern- 
ment-owned or already 
near the ceiling. 

A new company law that 
abolishes a 15 per cent tax 
on capitalisation, due to be 
approved this month by 
parliament, should add 
more free-floating blue- 
chip shares. 

Arab Bank, Jordan Islam- 
ic bank, Jordan Investment 
Finance Bank and the 
Industrial Development 
Bank all plan to distribute 
bonus shares once the com- 
panies law is enacted. 

Another major break- 
through will be a new secu- 


rities law that overhauls rhe 
bourses structure and its 
regulatory framework to 
allow for the setting up of 
mutual funds, global 
depository receipts and 
corporate bonds — all non- 
existent now. 

Brokers say a key test 
Will be how far the govern- 
ment goes in 1997 to start 
implementing a pledge to 
sell off government owned 
shares — estimated to be 
around 35 per cent of the 
market’s capitalisation — 
to add market depth. 

Global funds' stake on 
the bourse is just 1.5 per 
cent of a total market capi- 
talisation of 3.5 billion 
dinars against a 33 per cent 
held by non-Jonlanian 
Arab investors. The rest is 
held by the government and 
Jordanian investors. 

Investment analysts say 
lifting a 50 per cent ceiling 
in foreign ownership which 
a government committee is 
examining would raise Jor- 
dan’s profile in the region. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARXKT 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - S HUE I SAN I 
TELEPHONE] 607271 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSEDAY 04/02/1997 



PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S BANK 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO- 

no. or 

VALUE 

□PEN 

CLOSE CHANGE 

GK3 l « r 



OP 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICK 

PRICE 


261.000 206.000 
3.660 2.900 


ARAB BANK 
BANK OP JORDAN 
INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 
THE BOOSING BK. 

JOB -KUWAIT BANK 
JOB. CULP BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
HBIT.AL-KAL [BEITNA) 
PHILAOEL. XNV.BK. 


HANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX v 196.96 =CHGi +0.86 


2.830 1.830 JOR FRENCH INSDR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 119.88 


10.36 

- 0.10 


JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 
IRBZD ELECTRICITY 
HIMEH MINERALS 
SHIPPING LINES 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
ARAB ZHTL.INV.EDUC- 
UNIFXED CO. 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 112.01 ?CHC: +0.26 


3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. * 

19.9 

2.87 

3.500 

2.710 

JOR . PHOSPHATE MINES 

36.6 

0.00 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.9 

3.39 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REPINARY 

10.1 

8.02 

4.580 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. KANF. 

20.4 

5.39 

2.310 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES MANTCT. 

8.9 

7.50 

7.350 

4.250 

OAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

12.9 

4.26 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. ISO. 

8.7 

8.57 

.960 

.450 . 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

B , ■ 

a_!M. . 

r.ojo- 

■ ■ :540 

NATIONAL IKDS. 

9.9 

8.96 

1.540 

.930 

I NTERMED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

1.670 

1.090 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

27.1 

0.00 

3.C70 

1.440 

UN IV. HOON.INDS. 

5.2 

11.70 

1.930 

1.140 

JOH . I NOS . RESOURCES 

16.8 

0.00 

1.340 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.3 

0.00 

2.460 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

P 

a . do 

1.380 

l.oeo 

INTL. TOBACCO 

2B.9 

0.00 

1.490 

.930 

UNION CH. E VEG. 

24.6 

0.00 

ICTUS TRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 117. 

.38 *CHGi 

+0.67 


GRAND TOTAL . 


INDEX: 254.90 rCHC: -0.74 
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PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSEDAY 


CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

UNION 1NV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

JOR. TOTS . MATCH- J EHCO 
ARAB POOD t MED. 
NATL. CHLORINE 
ARAB ZRTL.1NV.TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
NATL .MULT . ENG . NAMI CO 
NAYZAX DIE5 G MOULDS 
JORDAN STEEL 
KID EAST PHARM. 75* 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
RAZI PHARM. 55* 

XND5. ENG. 

NATL. POULTRY 
ARAB XNT. FOOD FACT. 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 


.*U 

.5F .31- 

.7! .01* 


GRAND TOTAL 


118 189793 


H : L La tad during tha paac 12 taontha 
P : P/E raeio !■ 1D0 or nor* 

9 : Negative P/E 

Z : tuning is zero or N/A for Che nose, recenc year 



World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


*** Jordan Marketplace 


Outstanding designs. 


STUDIO HAMS 


FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m.' 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third' floor, 190 sq.m. 

Ab^oun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
L Fax: 610520 ) 


Pr o fc M ioml Qoalityfm 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your< colour film at 
oar shop aad ®et:- 

• JUMBO pkmtm 


•ci.kamm; services 

' HnMU'iHTO. 
IViii.ia-tACKS 

.MAIMFNANCESKRVIC’I-S 

H.i\AT!N(! SYSTEM Si: 


-i <m k r: NT ; 

DKI.l Xi:' VU.L\$ A 
FI AIV.R'RNISHE 
L'NKRNiSHKi: 




:!M|M 

5^ 


• rtmm mmtmrpm- 


TliiiTiisni Opp. Orindlm 
Bank. Pkwe: 6M042 
Swcfich teL- 823891 



/ ri'-ti .\2\ 



FW8ENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
JfcJRNISHEDOR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


RjB&tcucncuit 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
, Sushi 


V’isri N: 

\v. - : *' 


f. 

■ -u ,:k ' nl ' 1|H' 

V-io-iO -L 

■ * 1 ■ . 

. rtl n> f ’ 

Sil ,n 

„• \\S 

::\in r *i 


75 tl 
Hirlhvio 11 ' 1 * ()1 ,iv ! 

\nu*tli. %sl ' ■ ; 


SCAFAR 


NECBOK 


ANOTHER BROKEN 
ENGAGEMENT MAPE 

her life seem 
like this. 

Now arrange me circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

YoctorriavV: I Jumbles: FANCY ADULT BUT lEH POSTAL 
Yesterdays | !hs janitor’s Job geva the ax-con - 

A "CLcAN* START 





Quality Serviced Suites 
One & Two Bedrooms 
Daily & Long Stay 
Reasonable Rales 


crown ncm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM ■gg 

- TENNIS & SQUASH WJ 

COURTS Y ^ 

TEL: 758180 

Radio & TV Station Rd. 



K FOR 
REINT 

i Jc: 1. 1 \ lilris 

•D f 

aa) Appid'KTU'n! ^ 

I in Am man 


For details please oel! 

Tel . §£4230 
Fax. 864231 


TO RDUERJ1SE IN 
THIS SECTION CRLL 
6671 7176 - 6781 4 1 /4 
EHt. 223 


PIZZA ©RAM5E 

Jpe /fat fia/ao Taste . 
$our/net fHZZfl . 

We otx tip \My beat hpriepts , 

• : 

TrytheOtuV 
,A~ STUFFED PIZZA 

n Ttxti [Chicago Style) >4*1 

> PANPIZZA ^ 

2* (TtM«T!s:kOiai) T 

ITALIAN SANDWICHES 

ftc.'ei ikr . 

MatSiaxp 

■ 

Tte Moor Tam B) Ike Ntt Infract . 


Supwetora W 
Tel. 688 471 Ext 32 












io Sports 


Injured Agassi out 
of Davis Cup team 


WHITE PLAINS (R) — 
Malivai Washington will 
replace Andre Agassi on the 
U.S. Davis Cup team that 
will play Brazil in the first 
round starting Friday in 
Ribeirao Preto. the U.S. 
Tennis Association said 
Monday. 

U.S. Captain Tom 
Gullikson said in a state- 
ment that Agassi, who 
reported for team practice 
last week in Key Biscayne. 
Florida, slightly twisted his 
left ankle and would not be 
able to compete in top form. 

“He and I agreed that it 
would be better for him and 
the team if he stepped aside 
in this first-round tie." said 
Gullikson. 

Agassi's withdrawal was 
the second blow to the U.S. 
Team, which last month lost 
Todd Martin due to injury. 

Martin, also forced to 
miss the Australian Open 
because of the tendinitis in 
his right knee, was replaced 
by doubles specialist 
Richey Reneberg. 

Washington and Reneberg 
join Jim Courier and Alex 
O'Brien on the U.S. team. 

“We are very pleased that 
Mai has stepped up and 
answered the call for the 
U.S. Davis cup team at the 
last minute." said 
Gullikson. “1 have full con- 
fidence that Mai will get in 
the Davis Cup mode on 
short notice and represent 
us well this weekend." 

Washington, a 1996 
Wimbledon finalist who is 
currently ranked 24th. holds 
a 2-2 career Davis Cup sin- 
gles record and last repre- 
sented the United States in 
its 3-2 quarter-final loss to 
the Czech Republic last 
April in Prague. 
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Andre Agassi 


Venables to check 
Australians overseas 


ADELAIDE (R) — New Australian soccer coach Terry Venables, appointed to 
take charge for the 1998 World Cup, is to inspect overseas-based Australian 
players for friendly matches in Macedonia and Hungary'. 

Briton Venables, who guided England to the semifinals of the 1996 European 
Championship, said on Tuesday a four-day training camp in either Britain or 
Holland would replace a proposed match against Croatia scheduled for February 
25. 

Soccer Australia chairman David Hill said because of time constraints the 
Croatian match had been scrapped by Australia out of fairness to Venables and 
players who had responsibilities to their clubs. 

While Australia has not made a W r orld Cup finals appearance since 1974. about 
75 Australian players are currently signed up to teams in 20 countries in Europe. 
Asia and South America. 

Venables told a news conference roughly 22 players would be selected for the 
European camp. He had the names he had “more or less" already in mind, though 
he had yet to make formal offers. 

Squads would be chosen to play Macedonia on March 1 2 and Hungary on April 
2. he said. 

Venables said while it was difficult to reach world cup finals, he had been 
pleasantly surprised by his first official duties here, leading to Australia's win in 
the recent four nations' tournament against Norway, South Korea and New 
Zealand. 

Venables rejected concern expressed in Australia that as he would be based 
only pan-time in Australia he would be more likely to give preference to over- 
seas-based players in selecting the squad for the upcoming Oceania qualifying 
matches. 

“1 have got one thing on my mind — it is not going out dancing with foot- 
ballers. or going on holiday with them, but to win football matches and I want 
the best." he said. 
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Woodbridge singles out Davis Cup place 


SYDNEY (AFP.) — Todd Woodbridge said 
Tuesday he had the best form to play singles and 
doubles for Australia in the Davis Cup World 
Group 'first round tie with France starting here 
Friday. 

Woodbridge, better known as the playing part- 
ner of compatriot Mark Wbodfonde in the cham- 
pion woodies’ doubles combination, is vying 
with Patrick Rafter and Sandon Stolle for the two 
singles positions against the champions. 

Australia go into the White City tie without 
injured first choice players Mark Philippoussis 
and Jason Stoltenberg. 

“I feel I’ve probably deserved it over the past 
few months, but the main objective is that we win 
and that we get the three rubbers," said the 25- 
year-old Woodbridge who is assured of playing 


doubles with Woodforde. 

“It doesn't matter how we do it, if I play or if 
one of the other guys wins and 1 do my part with 
Mark in the doubles. 

“Over the summer, I feel like I’ve been the best 
player in terms of winning a tournament and win- 
ning matches and my confidence is good.” 


Boetsch to play singles with Guy Forget and 
Guillaume Raoux the probable doubles pairing. 

Woodbridge has never played Pioiine and he 
.has only won once in three encounters with 
Boetsch. although the sole victoiy came at the 

French Open. . 

“Riehr now. I feel like 1 m tit enough, 


Woodbridge. listed at 32 in the latest rankings. ■Woodbridge said. “Match play is the most impor- 


wpn the Australian hardcourt title in Adelaide 
early last month and has been performing consis- 
tently in the singles ahead of 52nd-rated Stolle 
and No.64 Rafter. 

Woodbridge and his teammates practised for 
the first time on the centre court at White City 
Tuesday. 

French captain Yannick Noah is likely to name 
No.26 ranked Cedric Pioiine and No.3I Arnaud 


tant factor and I've had a lot of matches so 

I'm match fiL 

Team captain John Newcombe said he had yet 
to decide on his line-up. which will be mude pub- 
lic on Thursday. 

Bookmakers have installed defending champi- 
on France as the 4-6 favourites with Australia ar 
even money. 


Panucci 
says Sacchi 
destabilised 
Milan 


Ajax’s Van Gaal in advanced talks with club 


AMSTERDAM ( R) — Ajax Amsterdam coach Louis Van Gaal said his negotiations to sign for a foreign club were “at an 
advanced stage" but he still felt it too early to name his new employer, agency ANP reported on Wednesday. 

“We are still talking over the details and I am confident everything will be all right." Van Gaal said. 

He added that the final announcement would probably not come from him. “That I leave to the club." he said. 

Van Gaal said he had made the statement to end speculation over where he was going. 

"1 have been linked to AC Milan. Barcelona. Newcastle United. Bayern Munich, you name it. I have to admit that list 
flatters me." he said, without making clear whether his new club was included in it. 

The 45-year-old coach joined Ajax in 19SS and since then has won the dub the Dutch league title for the last three sea- 
sons. the European Cup in 1 995 and the UEFA Cup in 1992. Ajax have also won the European Super Cup and been world 
dub champions. 

In October last year Van Gaal indicated he would leave Ajax at the end of this season to “spread his wings." 


Celtics score road win as Kings beat Spurs 


ROME (R) — Italian 
defender Christian 

Panucci, who moved to 
Spanish League leaders 
Real Madrid last month, hit 
out on Tuesday at his for- 
mer coach at AC Milan. 
Arrigo Sacchi, saying he 
was destabilising the team. 

Panucci, in an interview 
carried in several Italian 
newspapers, said Milan’s 
3-2 defeat by Sampdoria on 
Sunday bore all the signs of 
what he said was Sacchi's 
negative impact. 

“I saw the game against 
Sampdoria on television 
and discovered a team in 
the image of Sacchi: full of 
doubts' and sometimes 
dominated by fear. He has 
transmitted his insecurity 
to the players.” Gazzetta 
Dello Sport quoted Panucci 
as saying. 

He likened the atmos- 
phere at Milan's t rainin g 
ground to that of a bar- 
racks. “I had already done 
my military service. I 
couldn’t put up with doing 
it again,” Panucci said. 

Sunday's defeat left the 
Italian champions 12th in 
Serie A, 12 points behind 
leaders Juventus. It is their 
worst position at this stage 
of the season since 
19SI/82, a season in which 
they were relegated. 

Panucci was the first 
player to leave Milan after 
Sacchi, the former Italy 
coach, was brought back to 
the club in December to 
replace Uruguayan Oscar 
Washington Tabarez. 

Real Madrid, coached by 
Milan’s former trainer 
Fabio Capello, signed 
Panucci from Milan on 
January 9 in a deal believed 
to be worth 750 million 
pesetas ($5.7 million). 

“Sacchi talks a lot but 
you never know if he is 
telling the truth," Panucci 
said. “Milan sold me for 
eight billion lire but 
nobody can believe that 
they needed money. The 
truth is I was the first on a 
list of people to be purged.” 

Panucci scored his first 
goal for Real Madrid on 
Sunday when they beat 
Deportivo Coruna 3-2 In a 
Spanish league match. 

He said the atmosphere at 
Real Madrid was “wonder- 
ful”. 

"Capello has modelled it 
on the way things used to 
be at Milan.” he said. 


TORONTO (Rj — Eric 
Williams scored six of his 
season-high 27 points in a 
pivotal 15-0 third-quarter 
run as the Boston Celtics 
recorded a rare road win 
with a 114-102 victoiy 
over the Toronto Raptors 
on Monday. 

Todd Day scored 26 
points and David Wesley 
added 25, 11 assists and 
seven rebounds for the 
Celtics, who won away 
from home for just the sec- 
ond time in 19 road games 
this season. 

“It was a nice way to 
bounce back from yester- 
day’s loss to Vancouver,” 
Boston coach Mi-. Can- 
said of Sunday's 102-92 
home loss. 

“It was great team effort, 
a good distribution of scor- 
ing. Our guys need some 
small victories since this 
team has struggled," added 
Can. whose club ended a 
15-game losing streak 
against Eastern Conference 
foes. 

Damon Stoudamire had 
26 points and 10 assists and 
Popeye Jones added 18 for 
the Raptors. 

Toronto led 74-65 with 
6:47 left in the third quarter 
before Boston began its 
key 15-0 run to take con- 
trol. 

. .Marc.us Cambv ^pitfJed 
: 1 T6W)tftb within ! 9>i-S5 with 
9:47 remaining. But 
Antoine Walker, who fin- 
ished with 20 points and 13 
rebounds, made a pair of 
layups to extend die lead to 
10 points and Boston 
pulled away down the 
stretch. 

In San Antonio, Mitch 
Richmond scored 26 points 
and combined with Jeff 
Grayer for 11 points in an 
20-0 second-half run as the 
Sacramento Kings beat the 
Spurs S5-79. 

Grayer finished with 16 
points and Olden Polynice 
had 15 and 17 rebounds for 
the Kings, who snapped a 
seven-game losing streak 
at San Antonio, going back 
to April. 1993. 

Vernon Maxwell scored 

15 points and Dominique 
Wilkins added 13 for the 
spurs, who were herd 
below 80 points for the 
12th time this season. 

The Spurs were 
outscored 46-30 in the sec- 
ond half. 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 14 of his 24 paints 
in the first half as the jazz 
used a 16-0 first-half run to 
pull away for a 111-89 
pounding of the 
Washington Bullets. 

Stephen Howard scored 

16 points and Biyon 
Russell added 15 for Utah, 
which won for the sixth 
time in seven games. 

The Jazz have yet to lose 
at the Delta Centre in 1997, ! 
reeling off nine consecu- 
tive home wins. 

Gheorghe Mures an 

scored 18 points and Rod 
Strickland and Tracy 
Murray had 11 apiece for 
the Bullets, who have 
dropped the first three 
games of their four-game 
west coast trip. 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA TEL: 6341 44 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 
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Eddie Murphy & 
Angela Bassett in 

VAMPIRE IN 
BROOKLYN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Michael Douglas & 
Annette Benning ... in 

THE AMERICAN 
PRESIDENT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Sylvester Stallone.. .in 

JUDGE DREDD 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



Toronto Raptors' forward Popeye Jones lR) grabs the ball from Boston Celtics' for- 
ward Antoine Walker (C), while Raptor's forward Marcus Camby (L) looks on dur- 
ing first quarter NBA action in Toronto. The teams are wearing replica uniforms in 
honour of the NBA’s 50th anniversary. Boston won 114-102 (Reuters photo) 


NBA STANDINGS. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 


Miami 

New York 

Orlando 

Washington 

New Jersey 

Bosron 

Philadelphia 


Pet Gb 
.739 - 
.696 2 
.524 10 
.478 12 
.273 21 
.250 22 
.244 22 1/2 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Midwest Division 


Houston 

Urah 

Minnesota 
Dallas 
Denver 
San Antonio 
Vancouver 


Pet Gb 
I .696 - 
.696 - 
.478 10 
.349 15 1/2 
.319 17 1/2 
-256 19 1/2 
-1S4 24 1/2- 


Central Division 


Chicago 

Detroit 

Atlanta 

Charlotte 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Toronto 


Pet Gb 
.891 - 
.733 7 1/2 
.682 10 
.587 14 
-533 16 1/2 
500 IS 
.467 19 1/2 
.356 24 1/2 


Pacific Division 


LA Lakers 

Seattle 

Portland 

Sacramento 

La Clippers 

Golden State 

Phoenix 


Pa Gb 
.739 - 
.696 2 
.532 9 


.696 2 
■532 9 1/2 
.447 13 1/2 
.419 14 1/2 
■378 16 1/2 
.340 18 1/2 


Advertisement 


JERGENS APPOINTS INTERMARKETS 

The Andrew Jergens Company, a wholly-owned U.S. subsidiary nt [ ana „.„ „„„ 

^ PoX GSva 0i ^ n “ 1S “ in9 * i,S » record 

^nufacturer of the world famous Jergens Lotion, was founded in 


Sports 





Ohio, in 1 882. Kao Corporation^^ one ^Mhe ^riiosf 6 "* 

technically advanced companies in the world, purchased the^eraeni Comnan® ^ 
American Brands. Inc., in May 1982. e Jer 9 ens Company from 


Globally, Jergens manufactures and markets a ranoe of ckin - , l 

differentiated on the basis of proprietary technology, and these K ,ha ‘ 
discemibly unique consumer benefits. ay se P roduc ts provide 


discemibly unique consumer benefits. ™ these products provide 

In his letter of appointment, David J. Hrovat. Vice President of 

markets for the 


Jergens Company, congratulated Intermarkets for the in-deothm^ff ’ S ? les ot 
creative Ha.r that came alive in a vetv compelling wav el iheS ,£n and 


CINEMA TEL677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1" 

Robert De Niro....in 
THE FAN 

Shows: 12:15, 2:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


CONCORD “2" 

Coming Soon... 
“Custom made Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin 


The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 
with the new play entitled 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Pete Carroll (L) shakes hands with New England 
Patriots owner Robert Kraft (R) as they pose for pho- 
tographers after Kraft named Carroll the head coach of 
the AFC Champion Patriots football team at a news 
conference in Foxboro, Massachusetts (Reaters photo) 

Patriots name Pete 
Carroll new head coach 


FOXBORO (R) — The 
New England Patriots, 
moving quickly in an effort 
to put the Bill ParcelLs saga 
behind them, named San 
Francisco 49ers defensive 
coordinator Pete Carroll as 
their new head coach 
Monday. 

Carroll replaces Parcells, 
who stepped down Friday 
after leading the Patriots to 
their first Super Bowl 
appearance in 11 years, a 
35-21 loss to the Green 
Bay Packers. 

Cairoll agreed to a five- 
year contract at undis- 
closed terras. 

“I’m excited about the 
opportunity and all the 
things that come along 
with taking the heath 
coaching position,” Carroll 
told reporters. 

The 45-year-old Carroll 
has spent the last two sea- 
sons as defensive coordi- 
nator of the 49ers and gets 
his second chance to be an 
NFL head coach. He was 
coach of the New York Jets 
in 1994 and was fired after 
posting a 6-10 record. 

Carroll was passed over 
for the top job in San 
Francisco, where Steve 
Mariucci was hired away 
from the University of 
California to replace 
George Seifert. 

Parcells, who had feud- 
ed with owner Bob Kraft 
over control of player per- 
sonnel decisions, informed 
the Patriots last week that 


he would not extend his 
contract to coach in 1997. 

NFL Co mmi ssioner Paul 
Tagliabue ruled earlier last 
week that Parcells was 
contractually bound to the 
Patriots for the 1997 sea- 
son and cannot coach 
another NFL team in 1997 
without Kraft’s consent. 

The Jets have contacted 
the Patriots about their 
interest in Parcells, but 
talks have stalled over 
Kraft’s demand that com- 
pensation include the top 
pick in the upcoming NFL 
draft of college players, 
which the Jets’ own thanks 
to a league- worst 1-15 
record: — ~ “ 

Various-reports claim the 
Jets plan to interview Bill 
Belichick. who had served 
as assistant head coach to 
Parcells last season, in the 
event that negotiations for 
Parcells fall through. 

Prior to being named the 
Jets’ head coach, Carroll 
served as the team’s defen- 
sive coordinator from 1990 
to 1993. His 13-year NFL 
coaching career includes 
five seasons as defensive 
backs coach of the 
Minnesota Vikings. 

Carroll coached 10 years 
on the collegiate level at 
Pacific, Arkansas, Iowa, 
Ohio State and North 
Carolina State. 


LOST DOG 

Female Shetland Sheep Dog (looks 
like a small collie) {like "LASSIE”} lost 
near Amra on Friday, Jan. 31 . 


REWARD. 

Call 

5529842/820158. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARP 
& TANNAH H5RSCH 


PROTECT THAT LINK 
Neither vulnerable. West deals. 


NORTH 

+ 7 

753 

0AKQ93 

*Q9852 

WEST EAST 

4KQJ962 +104 

3 Q 64 7872 

£72 0 J 104 

* A7 4.KJ1043 

SOUTH 
+ A853 
7ASJ109 
£865 
46 


Hie bi dding : 
WEST NORTH 

1* 20 
PMa 3+ 

Pm* «> 


EAST SOUTH 
Pm 

Pm* S3 
Pbm Pub 


use either ‘never’ or 'eve' 
in a bridge column, it will eome 
back to haunt you. That goes for 
our admonition that 'aces were 
made u> capture kings' as well 
In most methods, a bid of two 
hearts in response to partner’s two- 
diamond overtoil would be a correc- 
tion and not particularly forward- 
going. Therefore, South elected to 


make a spade cue-bid first. When 
South then introduced the heart 
suit even though North had shown 
both minora, North realized that it 
had to be either a six-card suit or a 
very good Gve-earder. hence the 
raise to four hearts. 

West led the Icing of spades and. 
■ heeding our advice, declarer won 
and ruffed a spade in dummy. 
When South now led a dub from 

the table. East inserted the ten and, 

after that held the trick, shifted to a 
trump, removing dummy's last 
rang. Aa soon aa West gained the 
lead with the queen of trumps, the 

defender was able to cash two 
spades for a one-trick set. _ 

Bad declarer ignored our advice 
and withheld the ace of spades at 
the first trick, the contract could 
have been made. If West chooses to 
shift the attack, declarer ib in con- 
trol and will eventually wm at least 
four trump tricks, five diamonds 
and the ace of spades. 

If West continues With a spade, 
declarer ruffs, but now there is a 
key difference — South's ace of 
spades prevents West from collect- 
ing another trick in the suit. 
Declarer simply force s out the 
queen of trumps and emerges with 
an overtrick. 


SPORTS 
IN BR1PI 


Shaq to miss 
Bulls showdown 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
ShaquiUe O’Neal is ques- 
tionable for Wednesday’s 
National Basketball 
Association showdown 
with league-leader 

Chicago here due to a 
sprained right knee. The 
All-Star centre suffered 
the mishap in Sunday’s 
129-99 victory over 
Washington and was 
declared out for Tuesday’s 
game against the Los 
Angeles Clippers. O’Neal 
scored 24 points before he 
and Washington centre 
Gheorghe Muresan of 
Romania banged knees in 
the last minute of the third 
quarter. O’Neal left the 
Orlando Magic to sign a 
seven-year, $120 milli on 
deal with the Lakers last 
July. He is averaging 26.2 
points and 13 rebounds a 
game and the Lakers have 
the league’s second-best 
record at 34-12. The only 
better record is Chicago’s 
41-5 mark 


Gerets to coach 
Belgian Brugge 

BRUSSELS (R) — 

Former Belgium defender 
Eric Gerets will coach 
Belgian champions Club 
Brugge from next season, 
his current club Lierse 
said Monday. Lierse 
coach Gerets, a former AC 
Milan and PSV 
Eindhoven player, will 
succeed Hugo Broos who 
is quitting Brugge after 
six years. He is expected 
to move to Lierse. Club 
Brugge and Lierse are 
second and third respec- 
tively in the Belgian first 
division. Mousctqjl. are 
the surprise leaders. ~ 

Milan trail 
Bayern keeper 

BONN (AFP) — 
Struggling Italian champi- 
ons AC Milan hope to sign 
Bayern Munich goalkeep- 
er Oliver Kahn to replace 
inconsistent Sebastiano 
Rossi. The daily Bild said 
Tuesday Milan had 
approached Bayern, 
whose midfielder 

Christian Ziege has also 
reportedly agreed to join 
the Italians at the end of 
the season. The 27-year- 
old Kahn said he was only 
interested in winning the 
German championship for 
Bayem. who have bid five 
million marks ($312,000) 
for VFB Sruttgart’s 
Brazilian striker Giovane 
Elber. Spanish club 
Deportivo La Coruna 
were also reported to be 
interested in the 24-year- 
old striker who favoured a 
move to John Toshack’s 
side, who already have 
five Brazilians on their 
books. 
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Tyson vows to knock out Holyfield 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson predicted a 
knockout victory over 
Evander Holyfield in their 
May 3 rematch for the 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) heavyweight title 
during a joint promotional 
appearance here Monday. 

‘1 do predict it,” Tyson 
said. “Yeah, l*m looking for 
a knockout My theory in 
life is destroy or be 
destroyed. I’m looking for- 
ward to destroy.” 

Holyfield stopped Tyson 
in the 11th round last 
November in Las Vegas, a 
stunning upset m light of 
health concerns regarding 
Holyfield and Tyson’s dev- 
astating form in prior fights. 

'Tm confident enough to 
know I can do die same 
thing and a tittle more,” 
Holyfield said. ‘T don’t look 
for the Tyson I fought 
November 9. That night is 
gone. Don’t look for the 
same Evander Holyfield 
either. I know I will have to 
be better." 

Holyfield reportedly will 
receive $35 milli on for the 
fight, with Tyson gening 
$20 milli on. Those totals 
could rise with high sales on 
pay-per-view television. 
Promoter Doa King would 
not confirm terms. 

Holyfield would make 
more money than any ath- 
lete for an event, beating the 
$30 million payday of 
Tyson for fighting Peter 
McNeeley in 1995. It was 
Tyson’s first fight after serv- 
ing three years in prison for 
rape. 

King called the rematch 
“the ultimate of ul timate 
fights” and has dubbed the 
card “the sound and the 
fury,” citing William 
Shakespeare’s “Macbeth” 
but promising a rewrite of 
the greatest English-lan- 
guage playwright. 



World Boxing Association heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield (R) poses with 
former champion Mike Tyson (L) and promoter Don King at a press conference in 
New York held to announce the fighters May 3 championship rematch In Las Vegas. 
Holyfield defeated Tyson with an 11-round technical knockout on November 9, 1996 
(Reuters photo) 


"We’re going to make 
Macbeth a winner here,” 
King said. “We’re going to 
change ‘the bard of Avon’ 
and wipe out those doubts 
and insecurities.” 

It might not be great liter- 
ature, but it should have a 
good punch tine. TVson 
could join Holyfield and 
Mohammad Ali as three- 
time champions with a tri- 
umph. 

Tyson showed little 
patience for King's 90 min- 
utes of rambling prairie, 
saying, “a lot of this talk is 
bull (manure). These people 
don’t fight I'm ready to 
fight. I’m going to beat 
him.” 

Tyson dispensed with 
praises to Allah, popular in 
prior post-prison speeches, 
and listened carefully to 
every utterance from 
Holyfield. studying his foe 
unlike any in recent times. 


"I bad a bad night, but i 
am the best fighter in the 
world" said Tyson, whose 
answer was simple when 
asked what he would do dif- 
ferently this time: "Knock 
Evander out." 

Richard Giachetti. who 
had worked with former 
champion Larry Holmes, 
will replace jay bright as 
Tyson's trainer. Tyson 
vowed to be in top condition 
for the fight, saying Bright's 
absence would be "irrele- 
vant.” 

"I will be in the best shape 
I have ever been for this 
fight," Tyson said. “If he 
beats me this time. I would 
never have beaten him." 

Should Holyfield lose, his 
original victory will have 
some of the shine taken off 
it and Tyson will be more 
profitable than ever, with his 
title and a vulnerability that 
could attract more pay-per- 


view watchers. 

“This was a business 
opportunity Mike made for 
himself,” Tyson manager 
John Home said. "When he 
finished his first three or 
four fights, it came a time 
when the boxing world still 
needed a name. 

Evander presented a name 
for MikeTyson’s one-sided 
title fights against Frank 
Bruno and Bruce Seldon 
produced declining pay-per- 
view numbers. but 
Holyfield showed courage 
where others had been fear- 
ful. 

"The only chance you 
have in life is to go out and 
give your all," Holyfield 
said. ‘T knew the fight was 
going to be lough. I was not 
going to beat myself by not 
trying." 

Holyfield said he owed 
Tyson the opportunity to 
reclaim his crown. 


“I thank the Mike Tyson 
camp for the opportunity. 
I’m here to give the oppor- 
tunity back." Holyfield said. 
"My whole life has always 
been about hope and oppor- 
tunity. That man gave me 
the opportunity. 1 made the 
best of it. If s only right I 
give him the opportunity.” 

Without Holyfield, Tyson 
and the heavyweight divi- 
sion would have been far 
more lacklustre. But the 
champion's surprising 

comeback from health prob- 
lems became an enticing 
tale in contrast to Tyson’s 
troubled times. 

"A lot of people thought I 
was crazy," Holyfield said. 
"They said 1 was dead, that 
my health was bad. People 
said 1 was just a shadow. 1 
knew I could do it.” 

The only tense moment 
here came when Tyson was 
asked about the beer spon- 
sor King had arranged for 
the bout. 

“I don't drink liquor. 1 
don’t promote it and I don't 
believe in it." Tyson said. 
"You won't hear me talking 
about it or encouraging it." 

That sent King scrambling 
for an explanation, which 
ended with him telling 
Tyson that if he wanted 
huge sums for fighting, he 
would have to live with an 
alcohol sponsor, whether he 
endorsed it or not. 

Tyson's problems with 
being associated with an 
alcoholic brew resemble 
those of another great 
Muslim sportsman, former 
LA Lakers basketball great 
Karim Abdul Jabbar who 
has had problems with fel- 
low believers recently over 
his publicising a beer — and 
his insistence that he does 
not drink alcohol has not 
appeased their anger. 


Troubled PSG relinquish title hopes 


PARIS l (r!) --— . troubled 1 
Paris St. Germain, who had 
to share points with lowly 
Cannes at the weekend, 
said they had abandoned 
hope of winning the French 
League title and would 
need to fight to stay second. 

“We’re not thinking about 
the title anymore,” manager 
Ricardo said after 
Saturday's 1-1 draw with 
Cannes at the Parc Des 
Princes. “Now our goal is 
to stay second and even that 
will not be easy.” 

PSG, desperate for a 
home win since early 
November, are now seven 
points behind leaders 
Monaco, who drew 3-3 at 
Lyon on Sunday. 

Bastia," who beat 
Strasbourg 3-1 at home, are 
also seven points behind the 
leaders but they are third as 
the Paris club have the bet- 
ter goal difference. 

PSG made a good start 
against Cannes, going 
ahead with striker Cyrille 
Pouget’s first league goal 
for the club in the 12th 
minute. But midfielder 
Laurent Charvet scored a 
shock equaliser for the visi- 
tors five minutes into the 
second half and the Paris 
club had to settle for a 
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“We took' only two points 
at home from the last three 
matches and that’s obvious- 
ly not satisfying," Ricardo 
said. “But I liked the spirit 
of the team today 
(Saturday), the way they 
never gave up.” 

Midfielder Benoit Cauet 
said he thought PSG had 
played slightly better than 
in their previous matches. 

Not only did PSG fail to 
win but they also lost a key 
player in central defender 
Alain Roche, who will be 
out of action for several 
weeks. 

Roche, who only recently 
came back after a two- 
month injury break, fell in 
the 33th minute and huit 
the right knee he had been 
nursing. 

“I don't know how bad it 
is but I can’t walk, so it 
doesn’t look too good,” he 
said. 

PSG, European Cup 
Winners' Cup holders, had 
said their main goal this 
season would be to take the 
league title from Auxerre. 
They were regarded as clear 
favourites but their troubles 
began last September when 
international goalkeeper 
Bernard Lama suffered a 
nasty knee injury. He 
came back in late October 
but appeared far from his 
best form as Paris lost 5-3 
at Nantes, were crushed 6-1 


1 at home by Juventus in the 
European Super Cup and 
then, critically, lost 2-0 to 
Monaco. 


Lama is not the only one were brilliant early in the 
to blame for PSG’s poor season, have failed to shine 
results as Brazilian stars of late. 

Leonardo and Rai, who 
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ADMISSION FREE BY INVITATION ONLY 


DATE: Sunday, 9 February 1997 
PLACE: Hotel Intercontinental-Jordan 
TIME: 7:00 p.m. 




Near Ai Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 


■ amtriran toiler Hc4el liUcnamtinaiulQ J union 



Grand View Hotel 


150 SUPER DELUX ROOMS 
QUEEN AND KING SIZE BEDS ONLY 
DURING THE FEAST OF RAMADAN 
RATE PER PERSON SHARING A TWIN ROOM 
50 J . D INCLUDING DINNER , BREAKFAST, 
TAX . SERVICE 

CHILDREN SHARING PARENTS ROOM FREE 
ACCOMMODATION AND MEALS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL AMMAN 
TEL. 652415 FAX. 652417 



A Crystal Touch From Italy 


Office & House Furniture. 
Available Duty Free. 


ftNW iffroLmufflaDa 


GEORGE A. ABUZEID & 00. 

Wadi Saqrs $t. next to Jordan Bank Tel. 646635 Fax. 755204 
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Jordan, EU expect to sign 
association accord in April 


By Ghalia Alai 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordanian and 
European officials seem 
optimistic that the partner- 
ship agreement between 
Jordan and the European 
Union (EU) will be signed 
in April this year. 

The optimism followed a 
meeting the two sides held 
in Brussels on Jan. 29-30 
where they discussed most 
of the remaining issues of 
the agreement. 

Tm very optimistic that 
the agreement will be 
signed before the end of 
April and I'm confident 
that all the remaining issues 
will be solved." Secretary 
General at the Ministry of 
Planning Nabil Amman 
told the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Amman said the 
Europeans recognised the 
importance of establishing 
funds for the rehabilitation 
of Jordanian industrial and 
agricultural products but did 
not yet set a timeframe for 
the allocation of the fund. 

He said the Europeans 
stressed the importance of 
providing Jordan with tech- 
nical and financial assis- 
tance to identify of areas 


needed to upgrade quality 
and increase competition in 
both the industrial and agri- 
cultural sectors. 

“When all areas are iden- 
tified we can negotiate the 
funds (with the Europeans) 
after 1998,” Dr. Amman 
added. 

The head of the Dele- 
gation of the Commission 
of the European 
Communities in Jordan. 
Yves Gazzo, emphasised 
the need for Jordan to reha- 
bilitate its industrial and 
agricultural sectors, but said 
the EU has concluded all its 
financial pledges for 1997. 

“This does not prevent us 
from conducting ■ studies 
(for the rehabilitation 
process),” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Gazzo also appeared 
confident that the partner- 
ship agreement between 
Jordan and the EU will be 
signed in April this year. 

‘1 don’t see any reason 
why (the agreement) should 
not be signed in April,” be 
said, adding that the 
January meeting should be 
the last technical meeting 
between Jordan and the EU. 

“Now all the meetings 
should be on the political 


level,” he said 
Dr. Ammari said that 
Jordan had gained more 
concessions from the EU to 
increase the volume of agri- 
cultural exports to European 
countries. 

“This was one of the 
major goals of the meeting. 
We achieved in getting 
more concessions from the 
Europeans (in exporting) 
more quantities and gening 
a better calendar” he said. 

The Kingdom sought 
greater access to EU mar- 
kets for its agricultural 
products. The EU was offer- 
ing Jordan a tariff quota that 
defines the volume of any 
product that would cany 
zero tariff in EU countries. 

Jordan was demanding to 
increase the quotas and to 
expand the variety of pro- 
duce that can be exported 
under the agreement 
Jordanian exports to the 
European countries include 
t tomato paste, grapes, citrus, 
vegetables and beans. 

Dr. Ammari stressed the 
importance of providing the 
EU with products of high 
■ quality. “We have to 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.S .-ISRAELI DEFENCE TIES: Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai (centre) is briefed by 
Commander Cliff Skelton on the bombs and missiles 
carried by jet fighters aboard the USS aircraft carrier 
Theodore Roosevelt, cruising some 150 kilometers 
from the Israeli coast in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Sea, on Tuesday. Mr. Mordechai viewed takeoffs and 
landings by the carrier's planes (Reuters photo) 


Lebanon to complain to truce panel over Israeli shelling 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez said Tuesday his country will com- 
plain to the international truce monitoring commit- 
tee o\er Israeli shelling in die south earlier in the 
day. 

Mr. Bouez, in a press conference, accused Israel 
of violating the april 26 ceasefire accord by target- 
ing civilian locations in southern Lebanon. 

The shelling came in retaliation for an attack by 
the pro-Iran Hizbollah militia earlier Tuesday on at 
ieasr 17 positions of Israeli troops and the Israeli- 
allied South Lebanon army (SLA) militia along the 
periphery of Israel’s self-declared “security zone,” 
security sources in the south said. 

A Hizbollah official said the guerrillas fired mor- 
tars, rocket-propelled grenades. Soviet-made 
Katyusha rockets and machineguns at the positions. 

Under the ceasefire agreement which ended an 
anti-Hizbollah Israeli offensive in Lebanon last 
year, 1 civilians on both sides must be spared any 
attacks. An international truce committee monitors 
the carrying out of the agreement. 

The security sources said Israeli artillery fired 
more than 100 shells. 

The shelling damaged a house in the village of 
Qabrikha, southeast of the port city of Tyre. 


Shrapnel from a rocket that landed in nearby Yater 
also hit a house where a family of six people was 
hiding. 

Four shells fell in Kfar Rumman, east of the city 
of Sidda inflicting damage in a car and two hous- 
es, they said. 

The S LA-run Voice of the South radio station 
confirmed the attacks and said there bad been no 
casualties among the Israeli or SLA ranks. 


Lebanon convicts 22 Israeli agents 


Lebanon's military court on Monday sentenced 
22 Lebanese men to up to 20 years in prison with 
hard labour for collaborating with Israel and plan- 
ning attacks on Syrian forces. 

Only four of die convicted were in custody. Kamil 
AI Rami, a former staff sergeant was sentenced to 
10,years fcaidlabour. _ 

•Abbas Dabja.-- who received 20 years, is a local 
official of the Syrian-backed Amal movement, 
which launches guerrilla attacks against Israeli 
troops in Lebanon and is headed by Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Bern. 

The indictment had stated that Abbas visited 
Israel and gave “detailed information on South 


Lebanon villages, Amal officials’ homes, resistance 
centres, weapons depots and all those working for 
the resistance and the internal divisions of the Amal 
operation room.’’ 

The remaining two were sentenced to seven years 
in jail. 

Fourteen absentees were sentenced to 20 years 
hard labour. Those included Akel Hashem, western 
region commander of the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), a 3,000-strong client militia which helps 
Israel control a border zone in South Lebanon. Two 
others were sentenced to L0 years. 

Keitel Al Hayeh, a former major in die Lebanese 
army, was sentenced to 12 years in jaiL Hayek and 
two others were convicted with planning attacks 
that included a failed 1988 assassination attempt 
against Brigadier Ghazi Kenaan, head of the Syrian 
military intelligence in Lebanon. 

Syria has 35,000 troops in the country and is 
Lebanon's main power broker. 

Lebanon and Israel are still officially in a state of 
war despite over five years of peace talks which are 
currently stalled. 

Under Lebanese laws, suspects convicted in 
absentia are retried when they surrender or get 
arrested. 


38 killed in quakes 
in northeastern Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — At 
least 38 people were killed, 
50 injured and a dozen vil- 
lages flattened in two earth- 
quakes which rocked a 
mountainous region of 

northeastern Iran on 

Tuesday, Iranian Television 
said. 

IRNA. put the toll from 
the quakes which rocked the 
area around the northeast 
town of Bojnurd, at three 
dead and 10 injured but 
quoted rescuers as saying it 
could be “much higher." 

A Red Crescent official 
contacted by telephone in 
Bojnurd said 14 villages in 
the region, which has a total 
population of around 
200.000, had been “100 per 
cent destroyed” while 
another dozen suffered “SO 
per cent" damage. 

The quakes. 30 minutes 
apart, hit the region around 
Bojnurd. some 250 kilome- 
tres northwest of the main 
northern town of Mashhad 
in Khoru&san province, said 
scientists at Tehran universi- 
. ly's geophysical centre. 

A firct temblor, measuring 
5.4 degrees on the Richter 
Scale, struck at around 1 :24 
p.m. (0954 GMT), killing 
three people in Bojnurd and 
causing major damage in the 
town, which is close to the 
border with Turkmenistan. 

The area was hit by a sec- 
ond temblor with a magni- 
tude of 6.1 on the Richter 
Scale at 2:06 p.m. (1036 
GMT), which also caused 
sev ere damage, according to 
the university experts. 

Iran's Red Crescent 
Society, quoted by the offi- 
cial IRNA news 

agency, said the temblors 
flattened 14 villages around 
Bojnurd. 

Most of the casualties 
occurred in those villages, 
the television said. 

The Shirvan, Ghucban and 
Sabzevar regions were also 
hit, and one person died in 


the village of Gholi near 
Shirvan, it said. 

But most of the casualties 
were in the Bojnurd area, 
which is close to the border 
with the Central Asian 
republic of Turkmenistan. 
Tehran Radio said 40 people 
had been injured in Bojnurd 
itself. 

The geophysical centre of. 
Tehran University said the 
first temblor, measuring 5.4 
degrees on the Richter 
Scale, struck at around 1 :24 
p.m. (0954 GMT). 

The same area was hit by a 
second temblor with a mag- 
nitude of 6.1 on the Richter 
Scale at 2:06 p.m. (1036 
GMT), causing severe dam- 
age. 

A Red Crescent official in 
Khorasan province, Hesse in 
Ahmadi. told IRNA that 
“many" residential build- 
ings in villages along the 
Atrak River were destroyed, 
causing widespread material 
damage. 

The river lies close to and 
runs parallel to the 
Turkmenistan border. 

The earthquake was also 
felt in Mashhad, the .main 
city in Khorasan province 
situated 250 kilometres 
from Bojnurd, and the near- 
by towns of Neishabur and 
Asferayen. 

But according to residents, 
it caused no damage or 
casualties in Mashhad, 
which is Iran's second 
largest city after Tehran and 
has a population of five mil- 
lion. 

The state television said 
the Red Crescent sent rescue 
teams to the affected areas 
with food, tents and first aid. 

Local authorities sought 
help from the central gov- 
ernment, and asked for heli- 
copters and four-wheel- 
drive vehicles to launch res-' 
cue operations and better 
assess the damage in die 
rough terrain. 


Israel-trained 
militiamen 
mutiny in 
south Congo 


Israel frees Hamas figure 


BRAZZAVILLE (AP) — 
Israeli-trained militiamen 
demanding integration into 
Congo's army have mutinied 
in a southwestern town, seiz- 
ing the railway station and 
halting traffic between the 
country’s two main cities, 
military officials said 
Tuesday. 

The uprising began 
Saturday and involves young 
soldiers who were recruited 
in 1994 to serve in a special 
Israeli-trained presidential 
guard formed to battle anti- 
government rebels active at 
the time. Now many of the 
militiamen are demanding 
the return to the armed 
forces. 

A military source in the 
capita], speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said those 
mutinying in Loudima, 
about 350 kilometres west 
of Brazzaville, hod demand- 
ed to be taken back at the 
rank of sergeant in the army. 

According to the source, 
the mutineers seized tire 
train station in the city and 
set up roadblocks on the 
highway, threatening to 
shoot at any train or private 
vehicle that passed. The 
result is a blockage of all 
traffic linking Brazzaville to 
Pointe-Noire, the city’s eco- 
nomic capital and major 
port. Loudima is about 
halfway between the wo 
cities. 

The mutiny is the second 
in a year involving the militi- 
amen. Last February, 300 
took up arms to demand 
their integration into the 
.army. That rebellion led to 
five deaths Doze ns of Israeli 
troops were sent to Congo to 
train the militiamen, who in 
addition to serving the presi- 
dent have been used to pro- 
vide protection fix various 
political figures. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
high-ranking political figure 
in die Islamic movement 
Hamas has been released 
from an Israeli prison after 
serving an eight-year sen- 
tence. 

Ismail Abu Shanab. 47, told 
AH* Tuesday that he was 
freed Monday evening from a 
prison in the Israeli city of 
Ashkelon, just outside the 
Gaza Strip, after serving his 
full sentence for Hamas activ- 
ities. 

Mr. Abu Shanab said he had 
been arrested in May 1989, 
soon after the launching of the 
Islamic resistance movement 
Hamas in the early days of the 
seven-year intifada uprising 
by the Palestinians against 
Israeli occupation. 

Palestinian security sources 
said Mr. Abu Shanab was a 
ranking member of the 
Hamas political office and a 
top deputy of Sheikh .Ahmed 
Yassin, the 61 -year-old spiri- 
tual head of Hamas, who has 
been serving a life sentence in 
Israel since 19S9. 

Mr. Abu Shanab also played 


a role while in prison in the 
founding in 1995 of the 
Welfare (Khalas) Party, a 
political party made up main- 
ly of Hamas-linked figures. 
He said he was president of 
the party until legislative elec- 
tions last year. 

The personal doctor of 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat met Monday with 
Sheikh Yassin in a prison clin- 
ic and said afterwards that die 
ailing sheikh was in danger as 
long as he remained in jaH 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
last week that Israel would 
release Sheikh Yassin if doc- 
tors determined his life was in 
danger. Hamas has warned of 
violence if its spiritual head 
dies in prison. 

Hamas has led violent 
opposition against Mr. 
Arafat's peace deals with 
Israel and the Palestinian 
leader has responded with a 
harsh repression of die group 
over the past year. 

In recent months, however, 
he has made conciliatory 
moves towards the group. 


U.S. asks Arafat to 
put end to torture 
and abuse of rights 



RAMALLAH (AFP) — The U.S. consul general to 
Jerusalem condemned on Tuesday the death oi a. 
Palestinian prisoner under torture and urged Yasser 
Arafat to clean up corruption and rights abuses in his 
self-rule authority. 

‘Too many Palestinians have died while in 
(Palestinian) custody. Another case occurred just last 
weekend," Edward Abington said in a speech at the 
Palestinian legislative council in Ramallah. 

‘Talestinians must not suffer at the hands of other 
Palestinians. Those who break the law must be held 
accountable,” he said. 

Mr. Abington was speaking after the signing of an 
agreement by the United States to provide $6 million in 
aid over the next three years to the council to “strength- 
en its legislative capabilities ." 

The Palestinian justice minister admitted Monday that 
Yousef Ismail Al Baba, who died after a month in a 
Palestinian prison, had been “illegally detained” and 
“submitted to extreme torture which led to his death." 

Baba was the 12th prisoner to die in a Palestinian jail 
since the self-rule aumority came to power in 1994. 

Mr. Abington urged Mr. Arafat to address reports of 
human rights abuses and corruption in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), underlining that the United 
States “strongly supports the establishment of strong 
Palestinian democratic institutions.” 

“Court decisions have not been enforced, undermining 
trust in the rule of law. Faith in government is eroded by 
rumours of bribery and corruption which go uninvesti- 
gated.” he said. 

He also called for “an open media, free of censorship 
and intimidation” and a “vibrant and free economic sys- 
tem without corruption and favouritism.” 

Mr. Abington also called on Mr. Arafat to finish a basic 


Granny in 
cornel saved 
from crematorium 


law outlining the powers of the PNA's various branches. 
“The draft of the basic law has been languishing on the 


president’s desk for far too long. It needs to be enacted 
so the council can get on it with its business," he said. 

“I have discussed this with Arafat many times. I have 
repeatedly told him that one of his greatest legacies for 
his daughter Zahwa and all Palestinian children will be 
the strength of the institutions he builds during his life- 
time,” he added. 


PNA holding 1*600 prisoners 


A Palestinian human rights group said Tuesday the 
PNA was holding some 1,600 Palestinian detainees in 
prison - nearly half of them without charge. 

The human rights group LAW said that although no 
precise figures were available, their group estimated that 
approximately 1,600 detainees are in Palestinian jails, 
including an estimated 700 not charged with any crime. 

Khader Shkirat, an attorney for LAW, said many of the 
detainees are being held without evidence on suspicion 
of involvement with militant political parties or groups. 
Others are accused of non-criminal acts - such as collab- 
orating with the Israeli authorities, he said. 

“For some of {hem there is no evidence, and others, 
like collaborators, cannot be tried under the law,” Mr. 
Shkirat said. 

Charles Lenchner, director of the Palestinian Human 
Rights Monitoring Group, called it ‘’indefensible that 
the Palestinian National Authority does not obey the 
laws it claims are the laws of the land.” 

“Anyone responsible for detaining without charge 
should be punished and prosecuted by the attorney gen- 
eral,” he said. "The question is why that is not happen- 
ing.” 

Palestinian Attorney General Khaled Kidreh denied 
that so many prisoners were held without charge. “This 
is an exaggerated number,” he told the Associated Press. 

“Anyone who was arrested by the Palestinian police 
who was not accused after investigation would be 
released. ... We are not hiding any information.” 

Mr. Kidreh refused to say how many detainees were in 
Palestinian prisons. 

Mr. Shkirat said his organisation’s estimates were 
based on data from prisoners in each of the Palestinian 
jails in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Lenchner said his organisation’s figures indicated 
there were between 1,200 and 1,600 detainees in 
Palestinian prisons. He could not say how many had 
been charged. 

“It is up to the Palestinian authorities to come up with 
the figures,” Mr. Lenchner said. 

The PNA, acting under Israeli pressure, arrested up to 
900 Palestinians suspected of affiliation with hardline 
groups such as Hamas and others following a spate of 
suicide bombings in Israel in February and March last 
year. 

However, most of them have been released since then, 
according to reports. But a few dozen hardcore activists 
suspected of masterminding anti-Israeli attacks and 
training others to stage such operations remain PNA 
detention. 

The release of the bulk of the prisoners was strongly 
criticised by Israel, which contended that the PNA was 
not living up to its commitment to fight extremists bent 
upon wrecking the Israeli-Palestinian peace agreements. 

Relatives of those still detention often join demos tra- 
tors demanding the release of Palestinians held in Israeli 
jails. 


Arab leaders agree Musa Sadr killed in Libya — report 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Investigations by Arab 
heads of state have 
proved that a Lebanese 
Shiite Muslim leader 
who disappeared in 1978 
was killed during a trip to 
Libya, according to a 
report Tuesday in the Al 
Liwaa newspaper. 

Imam Musa Sadr, a 
founder of the Lebanon’s 
Shiite Amal movement 
and the Higher Shiite 
Council (HSC), was “liq- 
uidated" along with two 
companions in Libya, 
current HSC President 
Sheikh Mohammed 
Mehdi Shamseddine told 
the paper. 

Sheitdi Shamseddine 
said he had been told the 
information by several 
Arab leaders, including 


late Algerian President 
Hwari Boumedieu. 

“Secret investigations 
were then carried out by 
Arab countries, their 
presidents and kings who 
sent secret investigation 
teams to Libya, without 
the knowledge of the 


Libya has denied 
involvement in the case, 
saying Imam Sadr left 
Libya for Italy. But the 
Italian government has 
always denied Imam Sadr 
ever arrived in their 
country. 

Sheikh Shamseddine 


Libyan regime.” he said. said he could only men- 
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“Results of the investi- 
gations revealed that the 
crime occurred in Libya,” 
he added. 

Sheikh Shamseddine 
said he held the govern- 
ment of Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi 
responsible of the 

“crime” against Imam 
Sadr, who went to Libya 
in 1978 to attend festivi- 
ties marking the anniver- 
sary of the Libyan revo- 
lution on SepL 1. 


tion Boumedien’s name 
“because he died, but 
others are still alive. I 
could name them ... but I 
have to ask them first. 
They have proved the 
truth with unquestionable 
evidence.” 

In an interview' on 
Lebanese television on 
Sunday, Colonel Qadhafi 
proposed setting up a 
new joint Lebanese- 
Libyan committee to 
investigate Imam Sadr’s 


disappearance. 

But the offer was dis- 
missed by Sheikh 
Shamseddine as a 
“mockery.” The Amal 
movement also issued a 
statement on Monday 
rejecting the proposal 
from Libya’s “madman.” 

All investigations con- 
ducted at the time proved 
that the imam and his 
companions never left 
Labya and were not on 
board Alitalia Flight 881 ! 
which flew out ofTripoIi ! 
on August 31, 1978," it ■ 
said. 

'Amal continues t0 
hold the Libyan authori- 
ng;. ^eluding Col. 

SStosSkE 
5& ^ statemcnt 


BEIJING (R) — A 93- 
year-old Chinese woman. 

mistakenly presumed deud, 
was rescued from crema- 
tion at a mortuary in 
Guangzhou ill southern 
China's Guangdong 
province, die Xinhua news 
agency said. The woman's 
family sent her body to the 
mortuary after she fell into 
a coma and they thought 
she was dead. Xinhua said. 
“That evening, when a 
mortuary worker tried to tie 
an identification, tag to Li's 
hand, he felt her move and 
realised she was breath- 
ing,” it said. Doctors found 
the elderly woman alive but 
suffering from low blood 
pressure brought on by dia- 
betes, it said. The woman 
was in hospital and her 
condition was improving. 


Farm secretary is 
Clinton speech 
‘designated survivor’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
When the U.S. political 
elite assembles at the Capi- 
tol for President Bill 
Clinton’s state of the union 
address on Tuesday night. 
Agriculture Secretary Dan 
Glickman was prepared to 
take over if disaster strikes. 
A White House official 
said Mr. Glickman. 52, was 
designated survivor for the 
speech, taking his turn in a 
macabre rotation that 
ensures someone in the 
national leadership will be 
left to carry on if all those 
at Mr. Clinton's speech 
when wiped out. The 
practice dates from the cold 
war, when it was feared a 
gathering of die nation's 
Teaders might present a 
tempting target for a sur- 
prise nuclear attack. It con- 
tinues today due to the 
threat of terrorism. 
Glickman, 52. is eighth in 
the line of succession 
behind Vice President Al 
Gore, House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich. Senate President 
Pro Tem Strom Thurmond 
and four more senior cabi- 
net members. 


Haiti police 
inspector 

doubles as hit man 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) 
— A man dressed in a car- 
nival costume shot dead a 
businessman and then 
killed a policeman who 
chased him before he was 
gunned down himself, 
Haitian press reported. 
When police pulled off the 
assassin's mask they dis- 
covered he was a local 
police inspector. Harold 
Pierre. Pierre, wearing his 
disguise, shot Leonel 
Montalvo Lexis outside his 
home in Cayes on Haiti's 
south coast, HPA said. 
Police gave chase and fired 
teargas to force him out of 
a house where he tried to 
hide. He opened fire on the 
police, killing one before 
he was shot. Police said a 
business dispute appeared 
to be the motive for the 
shooting of Lexis. 


Argentine falls 
asleep with knife 
in his neck 


BUENOS AIRES |R> — 
An Argentine farm labour- 
er walked home drunk after 
a bar brawl and fell asleep 
for four hours without real- 
ising he had a kitchen knife 
stuck in his neck. Clarin 
newspaper reported. 
Feeling pain in his neck 
when he woke up. Pedro 
Olivera. nicknamed "the 
cat . for surviving three 
previous s tabbings, saw in 
a mirror that he had a knife 
buried in his neck up to the 
udt. After Olivera's wife 
unsuccesfuliy tried to 
remove the' knife, drey 
an ambulance. 

doctors said Oliver. 36. a 
labourer, was in intensive 
but should survive. 
was UQ nble to help 
police with their inquiries 
because he could not 
remember anything about 
w hat went on that night. 
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